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“The only sensible way to regard the art life is that it is a privilege that you are willing to pay for.”

Robert Henri

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

What a great success our Merit Exhibition turned out to be! 33 of our Merit artists sold 69 works for R191 870.00 

 in just over a week! Well done Merit Artists of 2010, both for the great show you put on, and for all of those most deserving sales!  Works of art, in their very nature, are designed to be seen and admired, and we need to remind ourselves from time to time, of how fortunate we are to have use of the Kirstenbosch Gardens exhibition venue to show our members’ latest works, to have them seen and to make sales to persons who may be visiting our country from anywhere in the world. (As Andrew Lamprecht said at the opening, “It is all about Location, Location, Location”!) Artists such as Jill Fearon, who paved the way for art to be shown at this venue, should also be valued for their contribution, as well as the organising staff at Kirstenbosch, Sarah Struys and Alison Pekeur, who do their best to accommodate all of us. For those who may have missed the opening, or this exhibition, do take a look at the latest South African Art Times, where a double spread of our Merit Exhibition has been published. You will surely agree that our standard is very high and continues to improve consistently.

Andrew Lamprecht, art curator, writer, critic, artist and senior lecturer at Michaelis, kindly opened our exhibition, and commented that he picked up two things from the exhibition; (apart from a huge improvement in the overall standard of work since his last visit, made some years back) these two things were beauty and love. What greater compliment could an artist receive? These works of art will continue to evoke these sentiments as they have been integrated into the very fibre of the works. Andrew also pointed out particular works which held special interest for him and gave accolades to those artists whom he felt deserved singling out for their creativeness and ingenuity, and occasionally for their sense of fun and humour!

We, as council, are very privileged to give of ourselves to this society, which is gaining respect in the local art scene. With this privilege comes the duty of upholding values and standards which are inherent to any continued success. Lately, we have had the opportunity to review several queries, put forward by members, concerning the framing of work placed on our exhibitions. Due to the high cost of framing, it has been suggested that we leave the framing decision (i.e. ‘to frame or not to frame’) to each individual artist.

I know as well as anyone how expensive framing can be, and so some cost-effective framing measures were discussed at our last meeting. One method involves using frames from which the painting may be removed from the clips at the back, and recycled with same-sized canvasses at multiple exhibitions. As you know, the ‘box’ or deep-edged stretched canvasses have always been exempt from framing, for obvious reasons, although they do still have to adhere to certain criteria regarding presentation. In our exhibition rules, we have clarified the description of a deep-edged stretched canvas, while the regular-edge stretched canvases, masonite and canvas boards are still required to be framed. Sadly, there are too many flimsy regular-stretched canvases with tacks, staples and studs visible, often with the sides unpainted or without hanging equipment attached, to be considered acceptable for display. 

In an ideal world we would be able to give leave to all our members to present their work at their own discretion and to have everyone arrive on hanging day with a professional finish to their work. However, the peculiar circumstances involved in running a society as large as ours, with over 480 members, influence the way in which we have to structure regulations such as these. Although it would be preferable, we are unfortunately not able to open the rules up, for practical reasons. The truth is that, from experience, we find that some members are tempted to take the slap-dash route and this leaves the exhibition body as a whole looking unprofessional and unfinished. The intention of the current system is to maintain the society’s professional reputation by ensuring that our works on exhibition are neat and professionally-presented, and with a ‘blanket’ rule on framing the same standards may be expected of everyone. 

Conversely, by relying on members’ own interpretations of this rule, we would be forced to appraise each individual work in terms of frames and neatness, when submitted. The council members and volunteers receiving the submitted works would be obliged to accept some and discard others according to opinion, without a generalized ruling to fall back upon. We will have too many arguments and chancers who will always buck the system, and individual comparisons of neatness will drive us all crazy. Judging each frame on hanging day for neatness and professionalism will be too late for artists to meet requirements, and many artists could be disappointed when their work is rejected. 

We hate having to disappoint or inconvenience our individual artists, but we have to think for the whole.

For the upcoming Members’ Exhibition, please refer to the Conditions of Entry attached. As I have explained, these rules exist for the good of the society and for all of its members, so please make yourself familiar with them. We are making great strides in the perception of our society as a practicing, professional art body, a force to be reckoned with, by upholding these standards. As our exhibitions are often the only SASA platform accessible to the general public, it is imperative that we continue to create a first-class impression! Let me encourage all our members to be brave in presenting something new on our upcoming Members’ Exhibition. So, to your canvasses, brushes, charcoal and clay!

Lynn Brown

MEMBER NEWS

A very warm welcome to new members; Anne-Marie Atkins, Sue Beard, Maeve Dewar, Gertrud Fischer, Cheryl Fontini, Ann Gass, Rose Hunt, André Mouton, Sarojini Muller, Wendy Perrow, Mark Ribeiro, Sonja Steyn, Nara Sturrock, Jacqueline Tipping and Levona van Duyn. 

We also welcome back Issie Granoth, Beverley Moolman and Jo Saggerson.

Our hearts go out to our former librarian, Angela van Rensburg, and her husband Martin, as their son Paul was lost at sea off the coast of New Zealand last month. We are thinking of your family at this tragic time.

We also extend our deepest sympathy to Jean Findlay, whose husband passed away recently.

Congratulations to Frederike Stokhuyzen, who has recently had a book on her artwork published. Entitled “Frederike Stokhuyzen: born to be an artist”, the launch took place on Saturday the 17th of April. For more information, please contact Frederike on (021) 438 2333.

Last year, SASA member Liz Kramer responded to an appeal from the School for the Deaf in Wynberg for volunteers to help with supervising art lessons. Having been at the school for almost a year now, Liz gives art classes to children from the ages of 10 to 19, an incredibly rewarding experience. However, as she is not a qualified teacher she would greatly appreciate members’ input and assistance. Any interested members are invited to join her for a lesson or two for new inspiration. An interpreter is available to help communicate with the children and Liz is herself learning sign language. If you are interested or would be available to assist for a couple of hours, kindly contact Liz at (021) 794 3676 or e-mail seeztheday@iafrica.com.

EXHIBITIONS INVOLVING SASA MEMBERS
Frederike Stokhuyzen will be exhibiting at the Cape Gallery, Church Street, opening on Sunday the 18th of April and running until the 8 of May. For more details please call 021 423 5309 or e-mail web@capegallery.co.za
Eikendal Wine Estate: All members are invited to an art exhibition featuring paintings from the studios of Di White and Di Johnson-Ackerman on Thursday, 29th April 2010 at 6pm for 6.30pm at the Eikendal Wine Estate (Situated on the R44, between Somerset West and Stellenbosch) The exhibition will run from the evening of 29th April to Sunday the 2nd of May. The exhibition will be open on Friday and Saturday from 9.30am - 4.30pm and Sunday from 10am – 4pm. Please RSVP to either 083 471 6878 or 083 656 9722.

 ‘3rd Space Exhibition’: This exhibition will be taking place from the 27th of March to the 3rd of May in the Artscape Theatre foyer space, featuring the artists Tony Mhayi, Angeline Lea and Tania Milner.

‘Botanicals’, an exhibition of work by Fiona Gawronsky and Glynis Mayer, will be held at the Starke Ayres Garden Centre, Liesbeek Parkway, Rosebank, on the 8th and 9th of May. The exhibition will be opened at 11am on Saturday, the 8th of May. You will also be able to put yourself in line to win a painting by making a donation to the Shine Centre Literacy Support Programme for Children.

Artists of the South will be holding their May exhibition from Friday the 7th of May until Sunday the 9th of May. You are invited to meet the artists over wine and snacks at 12 noon on Saturday the 8th of May at the Simon’s Town Library Hall (opposite the Police Station). The exhibition will be open between 9am and 5pm on all three days. Regular exhibitors include Ann Buckby, Pauline Fine, Loretta Carter, Estelle Byrne, Peter Jander, Judy Wheeler and Annemarie Renaud.  Guest artists are Sheena Baissac, Charles Daniels, Irina Riabtseva, Pauline Austen, Nerina de Villiers, Ann Munnik, Marie Prinsloo, Annemarie Roberts and Jenny Barker Goldie.  Enquiries: Loretta at (021) 786 3887 or Pauline at 082 831 1578.
NOTICES

Exhibition Opportunity: ‘Life in Kirstenbosch’ Exhibition

Jill Fearon is organising an exhibition to take place at Kirstenbosch between the 14th and the 23rd of May, consisting of works by artists which embrace the full spectrum of subjects available in the Gardens. A limited amount of space is available to such artists who are inspired by the subject and enjoy painting fauna and flora, such as the fynbos of the Western Cape, particularly those with a creative approach. Artists are invited to contact Jill if they have anything exciting available at either (021) 715 6500, by e-mail at jillfearon@gmail.com.
Life Drawing / Painting Group
You are invited to join a life-drawing and painting group working from a model, and which meets every Thursday during this school term at the Frank Joubert Art and Design Centre in Vredenhof Road, Rondebosch. The cost is R50 per session or R180 per month. For more information, please call Liz Kantor:(021) 555 0870 or 083 703 3759.

Creative Workshops
Fiona Gawronsky and Petra Reinhardt will be running creative workshops in Tokai for people who want to be creative but who may not want a straightforward art workshop. They are based on a range of inspirational material and are fun, liberating, restorative and transforming. Fiona and Petra have many years experience in art education and design. For more details please email Fiona at jfm@sparkle.co.za or call her on 083 3018 552.
Drawing Lecturer Post

The College of Cape Town, Art and Design Department, City Campus, has a vacant post for a Drawing Lecturer.
Please submit all C.V's to, and for more info, contact the Department  Manager, Dr Adriaan Landman, at alandman@cct.edu.za or aalandman@gmail.com
Exhibition at the Iziko SA National Gallery  ’1910 – 2010: From Pierneef to Gugulective’
This exhibition occupies the entire gallery and showcases the history and diversity of modern and contemporary 

South African art over the last 100 years. This exhibition opened on the 15th of April and will run until mid September. This is a rare overview of South African art. Don’t miss it! Enquiries: Shameem Adams 021 467 4663.

SASA Blog 

Fula's latest French Letter has been posted on the blog. Have you seen it?  Google http://sasartists.blogspot.com and it will take you there.  John Smith's latest letter has also been published under the 'Interesting Articles' header - he always has something interesting and thought provoking to say.  If you have a web site (and I know many of you do have one) or a blog, send to sasocietyart@gmail.com and we will put it on the side bar of the blog. 
News from our Librarian 
It's been a very busy month so not much library news to report.  Two of the dvds on order have arrived and they will be up for grabs at the next meeting.  Please remember to collect your library cards if you haven't already done so - if you don't use the library this year, you will not receive cards for the following year, so come and check out the books and dvds, there just might be something that will inspire you.
SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON
MONTHLY MEETINGS

SASA Monthly Meetings are held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off of Campground Road, in Newlands on the last Thursday of every month at 7pm. Entry is R10 for members and R20 for guests, including tea, coffee and biscuits. (Please take note of these new entrance fees)
The society is exceedingly grateful to Past-President Mary Serrurier, who has very generously donated a video camera to SASA for the live projection of our demonstrations on to the big screen for all to see! (We are still in very real need of someone to operate the camera, so any members with any technical experience or expertise should please contact Linda, on 021 797 2601.)
The library will be open to all paid-up members from 6 to 6.45pm before meetings, so be sure to arrive a little early; SASA has a growing collection of art-related books and DVD’s. For all library-related queries or renewals kindly contact either Liz Pearson on (021) 671 8941 or e-mail lizp@iafrica.com / Jean Grapes on (021) 686 9372. 
Last Monthly Meeting: Fiona Gawronsky on the UCT Graduate School of Business ‘Business Acumen for Artists’ 

Fiona generously gave us a report-back on the ‘Business Acumen for Artists’ course that she recently attended, and enlightened us as to several important considerations artists should be aware of when selling their work; the pricing of work, tax requirements, copyright law, marketing etc. Fiona also gave our members a short presentation of her own unique business plan, wherein she opens her home to exhibit her work with invited artists, and incorporates poetry, music and song to attract potential buyers and provide an evening of art and entertainment.

Thursday the 29th of April at 7.00pm: Watercolour Demo by Cherry Nichols.

Cherry Nichols is a prize-winning water-colourist and teacher who has been closely involved with many art societies in South Africa. She was a founder member of the Western Cape Water-colour Group, based in Somerset West, holding the position of Chairperson for the first year of its inauguration, and which she currently holds once again. Nichols is also well-known for the workshops and demonstrations which she regularly holds for art societies, as well as private groups, and has held numerous solo exhibitions in England, Portugal and Australia. For this demonstration, Cherry Nichols will be doing a water-colour painting of flowers, and will be also demonstrate the use of water-soluble pencils and acrylic texture gel.

SASA EXHIBITIONS

Members’ Exhibition 2010
The Members’ exhibition will be taking place from the 29th of May to the 6th of June 2010 at the Sanlam Hall, in the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. Hanging day will take place on Friday the 28th of May. All paid-up members are invited to self-select their single best work for show on this exhibition.

This is the only exhibition held by SASA which allows for work to be submitted which may have been done in a classroom or teaching situation (provided that the artist has that teacher’s permission to do so). This is to encourage new, as well as established, artists to show their work. We anticipate that there may be a more interest than usual, with the expected flood of World Cup tourists, so we encourage all members to enter! The conditions of entry/information document, as well as the entry form is being sent with this newsletter. *Please be sure to read the rules and conditions of entry thoroughly, as no exceptions will be made.
As there will be no selection day, in order to plan ahead and ensure a full exhibition, please let us know if you will be taking part!  Each member should contact Linda, preferably by e-mail, by Friday, the 14th of May. 
We also require high-resolution photographs of artwork that shall be submitted for this exhibition, for use in the advertising as well as for use on the posters which are hung in the Gardens. If you have completed the work you intend putting on the exhibition by or before the 10th of May, please e-mail a high-resolution image of the piece to Jessica at jessicartist@gmail.com, for consideration by that date, at the latest. 

(*Please note that a high-resolution image in .jpeg format equates to a minimum of approximately 1MB, or megabyte, in size, and we can accept up to 3 or 4 MB image files. This is necessary for printing purposes and no smaller images are able to be considered.)
PAINTING OUTINGS

Please bring your own, lunch, tea, easel, chair, sunhat, etc. No dogs please! Convenor: Patricia Fraser.

Please contact Patricia at 083 236 7933 on Saturday if you have concerns about the weather. For all other queries, call Patricia on her land-line at (021) 683 2387 or e-mail her at pfraser@iafrica.com.

Saturday the 24th of April from 9.00am – 12.30: Table Mountain (Tafelberg Road)
The views across the city towards Signal Hill and Table Mountain are magnificent from Tafelberg Road. There are no bathroom facilities available, but there are plenty of bushes! Patricia’s husband will stand guard as security. Directions: Drive for 2.5kms past the cable station to a group of gum trees where the road is closed off.
Wednesday the 5th of May from 9.am: Signal Hill View Point. 
Beautiful views all round from this position on top of Signal Hill. There are toilet facilities and security available, but it is recommended that artists leave all valuables at home. 
“Painting isn’t so difficult when you don’t know.... But when you do... it’s quite a different matter!”

Edgar Degas 1834 – 1917

PAYMENTS TO SASA: Cheques should be made to the SA Society of Artists and, unless otherwise specified, posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Rd, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit? - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/C Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 108809. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) email: hoags@mweb.co.za N.B. Please notify Mike of your name, phone number and the nature of your payment.
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info@italianartshop.co.za
Tel 021 685 1877
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town
www.italianartshop.co.za
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage irrespective of size of order.
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP
Insist on REAL cadmiums, 

not hues 

If a paint contains a cadmium “hue”- it means that there is no real cadmium in that paint at all!!!

Insist on Maimeri Classico oils- the only student range with the real thing
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF 





Thursday 22nd April at 9:30am	:	Council Meeting at the Athenaeum	


Saturday 24th April at 9am		:	Outing to Table Mountain			


Thursday 29th April at 7pm		:	Monthly Meeting at the Athenaeum: Watercolour demo by Cherry Nichols.


Wednesday 5th May at 9am		:	Outing to Signal Hill.


Friday 28th May 9-11am		:	Hanging Day


Saturday 29th May – Sunday 6th June	:	Members’ Exhibition
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An Appeal To All Artists


CANSA URGENTLY NEEDS YOUR EXPERTISE


You are cordially invited to support CANSA in our efforts to raise funds for cancer research, education, training and support services by kindly donating one of your beautiful artworks.


A very select, special art auction has been organized as the highlight of a ‘Cuppa For CANSA’ event to be held in Riebeek West on 1st October 2010.


Registration/information please contact Lindy: 082 417 0758 or 022 482 3218 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:flooklh@gmail.com" �flooklh@gmail.com� 


Thank you for your kind help
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