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“The more one works on a picture, the more impossible it becomes to finish it”

· Alberto Giacometti

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

I recently rediscovered John Smith’s article, “Thoughts from my Studio ~ On Art Groups and Societies” and have found myself contemplating the role of the art society in society, as it were! (*This article is available on the SASA blog, so if you haven’t had the opportunity to peruse his insights, please do have a look and enjoy good thought-provoking read.) I was particularly struck by his words;

“I, and others who think as I do, believe they are regional and national treasures and could be reservoirs of accumulated knowledge and irreplaceable skills and their potential should be maximised and encouraged. It seems, however, my vision for them may only be shared by a small minority of arts-friendly people.  By far, the majority see these societies only as a venue where Sunday painters and hobbyists can tinker away happily.”

I believe that, as members of the foremost South African art society, committed to the advancement of art, we should be in accord with Smith’s sentiments. We should be intent to profit from the opportunities that a society such as ours offers, through the collaboration and exchange of ideas with other artists. However, it sometimes would appear that artists become members without any willingness to engage or become actively involved in the society, but rather think only of the benefits they intend to obtain. Some of these members have no intention of contributing in any real way to the living dynamics, which are essential for the continuing survival and successful functioning of this society.

I think it’s healthy and necessary to remind ourselves, from time to time, long-standing and new members alike, that a society is not a business or venue, but rather is purely comprised of its members. Joining SASA is therefore completely unlike taking out a gym contract! Let’s not forget that every task performed in the society; from its presidency, to the running of the website and library, even the co-ordination of exhibitions, are all totally reliant on volunteers and these positions are not remunerated in any way. The only paid position that SASA provides is the part-time post held by the secretary. The responsibilities that accompany this position prohibit the occupying secretary from holding any other regular position, however the salary that SASA is able to offer does not compensate for the time and effort demanded by this office.

In short, this is our society; a labour of love. It is a living, ever-changing and evolving body which we all collectively own, and are responsible for upholding. We have existed in our present form for over 100 years and have fine traditions to uphold, as we continue to produce and represent fine artists of quality and high standards.  

There are many areas in which you can assist in the running of your society, and though these may seem unglamorous or bothersome; there are so many essential roles that may be perfectly suited to the particular strengths and talents of our diverse members. If you would be able to offer your own particular skill to the good of the society, (whether in logistics, advertising, hospitality, generosity, practicality etc.), then please do approach one of the council members, so that we can include your experience, particular personality and traits to those of the collective. For instance, we have at present a vacancy for a willing member/s to take over our Outdoor Painting Sessions portfolio. We require a member or team to take responsibility of continuing the wonderful tradition of arranging venues, in order for members to interact and practise out of doors in the summer months, to paint collectively on a regular basis. At present, the council and regular volunteers are almost overwhelmed and unable to assume any other responsibilities, so if you have experience with organising events or enjoy painting outdoors yourself, then this opportunity is yours, regardless of how long you have been a member.

Wikipedia defines a society as “a body of individuals outlined by the bounds of functional interdependence (...)  A society allows its members to achieve needs or wishes they could not fulfil alone; the social fact can be identified, understood or specified within a circumstance that certain resources, objectives, requirements or results, are needed and utilized in an individual manner and for individual ends, although they can't be achieved, gotten or fulfilled in an individual manner as well, but, on the contrary, they can be gotten only in a collective, collaborative manner; namely, team work becomes the valid functional means, to individual ends which individual work would need to be, but isn't, able to get.” 

Lastly, I wish to congratulate Conrad Theys, one of SASA’s active patrons, on his upcoming 70th birthday. Conrad is an artist who has always fully committed himself and interacted fully with our society, offering us his advice and encouragement. He has generously funded our website and on more than one occasion we have benefited directly from his generous financial assistance. It is gratifying for me to see that the celebration of this landmark birthday will be marked by the opening of a retrospective of his work at The Stellenbosch Art Gallery (Details below.) Conrad Theys was awarded a Medal of Honour for the Visual Arts earlier this year by the South African Academy of Science and Arts, to add to his honorary doctorate that he received in recognition for his contribution to the arts, awarded to him in 2004 by the University of South Africa, and he was also the president of SANAVA for five years until 2003. You will find an article on Conrad Theys in the August edition of Art Life, a magazine supplement which accompanies the SA Art Times. Happy Birthday from SASA, Conrad!   

Lynn Brown
MEMBER NEWS

A warm welcome to this month’s new members!

Mary Barkhuizen, Doris Hamilton, Isabella Louw, Sue Wareing, Magdel Behenna, Rosanne Lalloo, Philip Green, Herman Leijenaar Adolfo McQue, Lindsay Patton and Simone Roseman and Jacqueline Schulte-Zurhausen.

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

SASA Monthly Meetings are held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands, on the last Thursday of every month at 7pm. Entry is charged at R10 for members and R20 for guests, including refreshments. The library will be open to members from 6 to 6:45pm before meetings. For library queries or renewals please contact Liz Pearson (021) 671 8941, e-mail lizp@iafrica.com or Jean Grapes on (021) 686 9372. 
Thursday the 26th of August: Annual Landscape and Life Competition

The SASA Annual Landscape and Life Competition was initially conceived as a showcase for all our members who took the opportunity to participate in either the Life Drawing Workshops or the Outdoor Painting Sessions over the past year. As we prepare for the competition this year, we invite all of our members to take part, those who have attended these courses, as well as those who have perhaps carried out similar exercises on their own, or in independent groups. The spirit of the competition is one of advancing our art through the challenge of working directly from the source, that is, the artist’s model or landscape. We encourage all members to try their hand at capturing colour and light from life, and to bring their efforts along for our mutual appreciation.

Members may submit one entry into each category (Landscape / Life) and all mediums are accepted. This competition is free and open to all members, and we encourage guests and non-members to attend, lend support to our artists and enjoy the evening with us. However, only members present at the competition will participate in the voting procedure. Margie Johnson has, once again, very graciously consented to provide some positive criticism and feedback about the submitted works, and this year she shall be most ably assisted by another talented member, Sylvie De Villiers. Bring your work with you on the evening – please arrive before 7pm if you are entering the competition.

*Please note that this is the only SASA event dedicated to painting directly from the source. All other competitions, (Such as the Eleanor Palmer Competition in November) as well as all exhibitions do permit the use of legitimate source material, in the making of artworks.  

The Landscape & Life Competition Rules:

· Only paid-up members and honorary members may participate, and artists wishing to participate must be present at the competition.
· Work must conform to one of the two categories concerning the subject matter; either Life (the human figure) or Landscape / Seascape. We shall be excluding paintings that do not fall into either one or the other of the two categories.  
· Both life studies and landscapes must have been executed directly from the subject, and this disqualifies the use of source material (such as photographs, found images or another artist’s work).

· One entry per member in each category.

· Work may be in any medium.

· Works do not have to be framed. (However, please ensure that drawings are attached to a support for display purposes.)

· Work cannot be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Work submitted must be the original hand-made work and cannot be a photographic or electronic reproduction.

· Work entered may be submitted for selection to a future exhibition of SASA.
Thursday the 30th of September: Demonstration by Liesl Hartmann

Liesl Hartmann is the current director of the Frank Joubert Art and Design Centre and our members may recollect that Liesl was generous enough to open our Members’ Exhibition with some very enriching comments, earlier this year.  She will be demonstrating her own approach to abstract painting in acrylic.  

SASA EXHIBITIONS

ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2010

Selection Weekend: Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th of September

Selection will be held over the 11th and 12th of September at the Rustenburg High School for Girls, opposite the Rondebosch Common. All members are encouraged to submit their artworks on the Saturday morning, which will be scored by competent external judges over the weekend and will then be ready for collection on the Sunday afternoon. Members may submit up to three artworks for selection, and we encourage all participants to enter the full three, as you then place yourself in the running to possibly be invited to exhibit in the prestigious Merit Exhibition next year. The exhibition itself will be opened by the lovely Hazel Soan on Saturday the 9th of October, and will close on Sunday, the 17th. Please find the Conditions of Entry and the relevant forms included with this (August) newsletter, and we ask all interested members to peruse them carefully, even if you have taken part in the past, and make sure you are familiar with all the regulations regarding the submission of works onto exhibition.

Submission and Handling of work for SASA Exhibitions by Country Members.

We are delighted to note that SASA now has approximately 40 country members living outside the Cape Town, Somerset West and Paarl area, many of whom actively take part in our exhibitions.  They use various means to get their work to Cape Town: some sending their work via family or friends, others by courier, while others have asked council members for assistance in delivery and handling. However, with the increase in this demand, the Council has found that it is now necessary to clarify some points and recommend guidelines for this process. We, as SASA Council, regret that we are no longer able to effectively manage the handling of an ever-growing number of paintings and hereby request that members adopt one of the options outlined below. We understand that the transporting of artworks is risky and expensive and have therefore researched this issue thoroughly for you. 

a) Post Office to Post Office: This service is offered by Mrs Ray Weimann, who runs Mail n’ All in Diep River. She will collect work from the Post Office and deliver it to the selection venue for a reasonable fee and return the work as necessary.  She can also arrange insurance. Contact Rae on 021 712 8809 / 083 3833 405 or by e-mail at mail.nall@telkom.sa.net.

b) PostNet Door-to-Door Courier Services: Members will connect to their nearest PostNet nationwide service who will in turn hook into their network via PostNet Central Cape Town.  PostNet will transport paintings to the venue (RGHS) for Selection Day, retain unselected items, then return them along with unsold paintings from the exhibition.  Their rates are based on a "volumetric" system, meaning payment by volume/weight rather than size; making it more cost effective. Packages should be marked clearly "S.A.S.A" for easy identification. Contact Marius Louw at PostNet, Observatory (St Peter's Square), Cape Town - 082 780 6054 or 021 448 5975. Please mention that you are from SASA.
c) Friends or Relatives:
* Enlist a friend or relative to care for your work.  Instruct them clearly on the Selection Day delivery and next day collection and the Hanging Day arrangements. Don’t forget to include the relevant completed forms and fees.
* A local group (for example, from Somerset West or Simon’s Town), could elect a member or members to bring/collect work for Selection Day and for the Hanging Day. (With due consideration to the size of the work, and the strength of the people involved!) We will be happy to supply the contact details of members living in your area, so that you can co-ordinate things.)

Please note that:
· SASA cannot be held responsible for any damage to work sent to its exhibitions.

· The responsibility remains with the member to get their work to SASA exhibitions.

· Glass is not an easy item to transport unless expertly packaged and should be insured.
WINTER WORKSHOPS

Adolfo McQue has agreed to offer our members a workshop in oil-painting, our last for this season. Adolfo recently gave a well-received landscape demonstration at a SASA monthly meeting. If you would like to attend, please consult the table below for details, and complete the booking/payment form below that. Please enclose with your payment and forward to our treasurer, Mike Daubermann (payment details are to be found below the form). For queries or more details about the workshops, please contact the workshop co-ordinator, Lynn Douglass at l.douglass@absamail.co.za or by phone on (021) 554 0182 / 072 796 5194. Tea and coffee provided. NB: Booking is essential and members will not be permitted to attend without prior contact with the co-ordinator.

	Convenor
	Subject
	Date
	Time
	Venue
	Price

	Adolfo McQue
	Oil Landscape
	Wed 25th  to

Fri 27th  August
	9.30am

to

12.30pm
	Portuguese Association of the Cape of Good Hope
	R600


	BOOKING/PAYMENT FORM: WINTER WORKSHOP

	I, Mr. / Mrs. / Ms.  ................................................................... , Tel: .................................................

Would like to attend the Adolfo McQue Workshop.

I have enclosed R ............................. in payment of the above. (Please refer to table above)


PAYMENTS TO SASA:
Cheques should be made to the SA Society of Artists and, unless otherwise specified, posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Rd, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit? - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/C Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 108809. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060). E-mail: hoags@mweb.co.za N.B.  Please notify Mike of your name, phone number and the nature of your payment.

WINTER LIFE DRAWING: REPORT BACK AND THANK YOU FROM THE ORGANISER

Thank you to the SASA members and their friends who supported the winter life drawing sessions held at the Portuguese Hall.  I was surprised and delighted to see the great number of you who turned up on these cold winter mornings - that’s what I call dedication to one’s art!  Thanks, too, to the brawny men, Council members and others for all your assistance, input and patience with moving things, helping with tea, etc.  Kokhava you were an angel when the electricity went down.  Penny thanks for bringing your light each week and for lighting the models.  We had nice, experienced models, who contributed their individual repertoire of poses. Members please communicate the names and details of interesting and experienced models to Liz Pearson so she can put them on the SASA blog; email her at lizp@iafrica.com.

Jinty de Villiers

 
EXHIBITIONS

A comprehensive book written by Prof Duffey of the University of Pretoria on the life and work of acclaimed Cape Town artist Conrad Theys will be launched on the 8th of September 2010 at the Sasol Art Museum in Ryneveld Street in Stellenbosch. The launch will coincide with a 70-Year Retrospective exhibition of works by the artist. The exhibition will be opened by Prof. Russel Bothma, the Rector of the University of Stellenbosch.  
Contact tel no 021 887 8343.

Blaauwberg Art Society Inaugural Exhibition

This exhibition will be held from the 7th – 15th AUGUST at the Cambridge on Sea Bowls Club, Pienaar Road, Milnerton (next to the Milnerton Library), and will be open from 10am until 4pm daily. 

Artists of the South

Their August exhibition will be held from Friday the 14th until Sunday the 16th of August. You are invited to meet the artists over wine and snacks at 12 noon on Saturday the 15th of August at the Simon’s Town Library Hall (opposite the Police Station). The exhibition will be open between 9am and 5pm on all three days. Regular exhibitors include Ann Buckby, Pauline Fine, Loretta Carter, Estelle Byrne, Peter Jander, Judy Wheeler and Annemarie Renaud. Guest artists: Godfrey Chimhanzi (original wood carvings), Peter Paul Collard, Dot Fewell, Jill Grant, June Hofmeyr and Andrew Phillips. Enquiries: Loretta at (021) 786 3887 or Pauline at 082 831 1578.

Kirstenbosch Biennale Botanical Art Exhibition 

Old Mutual Conference Centre (Gate 1), Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden

This established botanical art exhibition has become a well-loved and attended show. The 2010 biennale will feature botanical art from artists all over the country and will focus on rare, endangered and narrow endemic species to Southern Africa. It will take place from the 5th to the 28th of September and will be open from 9am – 5pm daily. At least one of SASA’s members will be represented at the exhibition, which will include the work of the top botanical artists in South Africa. Entry to the exhibition is free; and the Gardens entry fee is not applicable as the event takes place in the Old Mutual Conference Centre.  For more information, please call SANBI on 021 799 8783 or e-mail kirstenboschinfo@sanbi.org.za.

The Lie of the Land: Representations of the South African Landscape
The Old Town House, Greenmarket Square

This exhibition explores how landscape art in South Africa has been used as a vehicle to express a relationship not just to particular locations, but also to a range of ideas and issues that such scenes might represent. It opened at the Old Town House, Greenmarket Square, on the 9th of June, and will run until the end of September.

1910 – 2010: From Pierneef to Gugulective

Iziko South African National Gallery 

This exhibition occupies the entire gallery and showcases the history and diversity of modern and contemporary 

South African art over the past 100 years. The exhibition will run until mid-September. For any enquiries, please contact Shameem Adams at (021) 467 4663. Look out for the work of SASA’s patrons.
NOTICES

Outdoor Painting Convenor Needed!

The Society is searching for a member (or members) to arrange the outdoor painting sessions for the summer months, at which our members can get together and attend as a group, in safety (usually on a Saturday, when most members can participate). Our previous convenor, Patricia Fraser, has arranged some lovely outings since she took over in November 2008 but unfortunately is no longer able to act as convenor.  If you would like to organise a one-off outing, or know of someone who has a beautiful property, let Linda know.  Our Society is as strong and successful as its members make it, so if you enjoy outdoor painting, consider giving it a try!
 
VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT   -   STELLENBOSCH UNIVERSITY - SPRING SCHOOL    2010
 
The CCIBA Creative Workshop Program will be held from 6 to 10 September 2010 at the Stellenbosch University Department of Visual Arts.  Through a programme of short courses in a variety of arts disciplines, it offers the general public access to the infrastructure and teaching resources of the Department of Visual Arts. In order to ensure high quality instruction, workshops are taught by experienced South African Arts practitioners.
 
The workshops will be divided between technical demonstrations, practical work, consultation with the facilitators as well as group discussions of completed work. The courses will be augmented by presentations by professional artists, visits to rare collections and archives, professional studios or galleries. Each course will span five days and the course fee includes more than thirty hours of teaching and practical work, artist’s talks, lectures and outings.  The courses offered are: Elementary Digital Photography - Jackie Murray, Advanced Digital Photography - Eric Palmer, Bookbinding - Helene van Aswegen, "Cartooning and the graphic novel" - Leonora van Staden, Children's Book Illustration - Marjorie van Heerden, Figure Drawing - Ferdinand Kidd, Botanical Art Illustration - Vickey Thomas, Silver Jewellery Manufacture - Verna Jooste. Please visit the website for more information and the registration form:  http://www.cciba.sun.ac.za/index.php/creative-workshop-program/introduction 
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info@italianartshop.co.za
Tel 021 685 1877
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, 
Cape Town
www.italianartshop.co.za
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP
WHAT A TREAT!!!
IMPORTED BELGIAN LINEN CANVAS!!

We are very pleased to announce that our Belgian linen canvas has finally arrived!

The quality of this canvas is unrivalled, and it feels like pure magic!!

From only R179.00 per m2
REMEMBER- we offer a set rate for postage to anywhere in SA- only R21.50 no matter how much you order!!


“[William Merritt] Chase used to say: When you’re looking at your canvas and worrying about it, try to think of your canvas as the reality and the model as the painted thing”

                                                                                    -  Charles Hawthorne
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF:	REMAINDER OF 2010 


Wednesday 25th – Fri 27th of August:    Adolfo McQue Oil workshop


Thursday 26th of August at 7pm:	August Monthly Meeting: Landscape and Life Competition


Saturday 11th of September:		Selection Day for Annual Exhibition


Sunday 12th of September		Collection of works submitted for selection, Rustenberg High


Thursday 30th of September at 7pm:	September Monthly Meeting: Liesl Hartmann demo


Wednesday 6th of October:		Hanging Day for the Annual Exhibition


Thursday & Friday, 7th & 8th of Oct:	Preview of Annual Exhibition


Saturday 9th of October at 12 noon:	Annual Exhibition Opening by Hazel Soan


Sunday 17th of October at 5pm:	Annual Exhibition Closes


Thursday 28th of October at 7pm:	October Monthly Meeting: Nigel Worden lecture: ‘An Outburst of Painters: Art & Society in 17th Century Netherlands’


Thursday 25th of November at 7pm:	November Monthly Meeting: Eleanor Palmer Competition and Social Evening




















5

