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"Colour is the keyboard, the eyes are the harmonies, the soul is the piano with many strings. The artist is the hand that plays, touching one key or another, to cause vibrations in the soul."                                                        

Wassily Kandinsky
PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Dear Members,

Welcome back! SASA has got off to a resounding and positive start for the year! We enjoyed a most successful January Monthly Meeting, at which Desmond Colborne gave us an illustrated talk, and took us on an artistic pilgrimage along the iconic Parisian river: the Seine. It was wonderful to see everyone again after the Christmas holidays, and the social time after the talk proved to be a great ‘catch-up’ opportunity, despite the unexpectedly large turnout, which necessitated that our teatime treat brownies be cut in half! It was heartening to see that the Athenaeum kitchen is nearing completion, and that the toilet facilities were tastefully upgraded and ready for use. 

Our Merit Exhibition marked the occasion of our first ever evening opening at Kirstenbosch, on Friday the 28th of January.  We were initially concerned about the cricket match and rugby game, both being played concurrently on the same evening. However, our fears that these would hinder access to the 6.30pm opening, or draw visitors away from the event, proved completely unfounded, with an excellent turnout of about 400 visitors. Dale Elliott opened this Merit Exhibition and proved to be a real draw-card. The jazz band was a great success and added a relaxed atmosphere and charm to the enjoyment of the evening. Indeed, it proved to be an exceptionally beautiful evening, with guests milling about outside the Sanlam Hall to enjoy the night air. Through the duration of the show, we sold 68 paintings to the value of R170 943, 00. A wonderful achievement for a 9 day exhibition! Well done to all concerned in the preparations and organization of the event, and to the artists themselves, for producing such a high standard of work.

As my term as SASA president draws to a close, this shall be my last correspondence with members in our monthly newsletter. I am honoured to be stepping down whilst the society is enjoying such growing favour, support and popularity. I wish to take this opportunity to thank all of those who have made my task easier throughout the last three years, in terms of portfolio management, assistance in various research and advisory roles and, not least, support and friendship. This should possibly include not only all the good friends and acquaintances I have made along the way, whose support and helpful advice has been invaluable, but also the many members of council with whom I have had the pleasure to serve. Not least of these being my invaluable assistant and daughter, Jessica, and our ritual of recovery and reflection after the various dramas and success stories that have come to categorize the last Thursday of each month.

The SASA Council is to be applauded for the enormous amount of time and effort which they put into the running of our society so willingly and successfully. The extra effort and personal touches which are generously included have not, I trust, gone unnoticed, and the volunteer helpers who work tirelessly in various roles through our monthly meetings and competitions, exhibitions, and outdoor painting and winter workshops, contribute vital skills and stability to the ongoing flourishing society to which we proudly hold membership.

A personal crusade taken up by the council during my term has been to improve the professional image of the society, and to be perceived as a serious contender in the local art scene.  By improving our social interaction, having a more professional approach to event management, as well as tightening up on our rules for competing and exhibiting, we have seen a correlated improvement in the standard of work received for these events.  Although some feared a falling-away of membership, the contrary has in fact been evident, with many of our members rising to the challenge of seeking their own source material from which to work, and are concentrating more of their effort and time in returning to basics.  Just as a competent musician would tirelessly and routinely practice their scales to maintain proficiency, our artists are tackling the difficulties of composition and perspective, developing tonal understanding through their drawing practice and experimentation with various techniques.  With many mistakes and tears they are advancing their art, their ability and pride.  By not relying on magazine images or copying of others’ work, our member artists are overcoming previous insecurity with confidence and insightfulness.  The results are ready proof of this and are evidenced in the rising standards of our exhibitions and competitions. 

We are a society of artists, and as such, should continue making every effort to show that we are serious about our art. We need to keep that bar set high, in order to give credence to our awards and fellowship, something which we can be proud to work towards and achieve. Our library and the many teaching books, magazines and outstanding DVDs are at our disposal, and are excellent aids in attaining success. Those who have not yet joined the library, or who may be struggling in a particular area of your art practice, I encourage you to apply yourselves and make full use of the provisions that SASA offers, in order to take your love of art seriously. We have many local and imported items covering a large range of topics which may be useful in motivating and energizing any artist feeling depleted or at a loss. We have a range of excellent teachers in our society and their names, along with models’ names and other helpful information, all appear on our blog. In addition, our lectures, demonstrations, outdoor painting sessions, life-drawing, winter workshops and competitions are all available and geared to serve you as you strive and learn.

It’s important to remember that people come and go; we make our contribution as best we can and then move over to welcome new blood and fresh ideas. The council, as it stands, is currently working as a powerful, energized and cohesive unit. It says something that these members are content and willing to stay on and continue serving on council into this coming year. As my daughter, Jessica, and I shall both be stepping down at the AGM, portfolios will be redirected, and we require as many members’ names as possible to be put forward to step into these vacant positions and into new portfolios. From these proposed names, the members at the AGM will elect two. 

We especially require persons who could contribute in a meaningful way to the running of our society, or are open to accepting a portfolio and giving it their best, and learning in the process. ‘People skills’ are by far the most necessary skills required, and being on council would involve attending a monthly council meeting, being present at the monthly SASA meetings at the Athenaeum, and becoming actively involved in the day to day running of our events; exhibitions, workshops, etc. Our website, archives, photography, advertising and promotional portfolios are all calling for revival and revitalizing. Don’t be shy to come forward! Serving on the council will certainly give you the opportunity to learn important skills and become involved in many aspects of the society.

I have had a very valuable time serving on Council, and I have persevered whilst simultaneously working full-time as a nurse over the past three years. This was often extremely challenging, and I have been obliged to make many sacrifices for the good of the society over this time. However, as I look back and reflect, I realize that what I have gained far outweighs that which I have given of myself. I have grown as a person, a director and an artist. I have re-evaluated my future, my dreams and my desires. I know that there are many plans afoot in the society to look forward to in this coming year and I hope to be able to continue to participate fully and find the opportunity to direct more time to producing artworks.  I wish the society, with the new president ‘Beannachd Dia dhuit’, ‘Lang may your lum reek’.


‘Here's tae us;
Who's like us?
Damn few, 
And they're a' deid! 
May the best ye've ever seen.
Be the worst ye'll ever see.
May a moose ne'er leave yer girnal.
Wi ' a tear drap in his e'e.
May ye aye keep hale an' herty,
Till ye're auld eneuch tae dee.
May ye aye be jist as happy,
Ads we wish ye aye tae be.’

Or for those of you who lean more towards the Douglas Adams persuasion, “So long, and thanks for all the fish!”

Love to you all,     

Lynn Brown

ELECTION OF NEW COUNCIL 

As some of our Council members will be stepping down this year; we invite any interested members to consider making themselves available to join the Council. If you are interested, please approach a Council member in order to be considered for nomination on the evening.  Some of the skills we would be interested in include public relations, fund-raising, catering, computer work, event planning and organising, and technical skills. A reasonable level of commitment is required!

MEMBER NEWS

A warm welcome to this month’s new members! 

Johan Anderssen

Anne Borg

Birgit Busch

Jacqueline Carroll

Belinda Day

Ille de Rijk

Stella Dickin

Giel du Toit

Margaret Epstein 

Jane Greenwood

Alena Haba

Jessie Hammond

Joanna Housdon Cooke   

Tuesday Houston

Craig Jordan

Harold Kimmel

Gloudine Kriel

Hazel Martinussen

Kurt Martinussen

Nadja Martinussen

Charmagne McDougall
Cathy McShannon

Chantale Rissik

Peter Schumann

Sigourney Smuts                    

Izak Vollgraaff

Betty Wannenberg 

Carol Wilkinson

Welcome back also to Merle Leitch, Erna Louw and Rampedi Molefe!

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

SASA Monthly Meetings are held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands, on the last Thursday of every month at 19h00. Entry is R10 for members and R20 for guests, including refreshments. The library will be open to members from 18h00 to 18h45, before meetings. 
Thursday the 24th of February 2011 at 19h00: SASA’s AGM and Drawing Competition

The Annual SASA Drawing Competition will follow the Annual General Meeting (AGM). The theme for this competition is “One Fell Swoop”, and participating artists should be inspired by this theme, although the phrase may be interpreted in any way you choose.

       Rules for the Drawing Competition: (Please read carefully, to avoid disappointment)
· All works should be new, recent works that are appropriate to the theme. 

· There will only be one category for entries, with prizes awarded to the top three chosen works.

· Only members present on the evening are eligible to vote.

· All paid-up members present on the evening are allowed to submit one entry.  

· Please ensure that your work is suitably mounted, or, if presented in a sketchbook, please provide bulldog clips to open the book to the appropriate page and a firm support in order to prop up the page for viewing.

· The competition is a monochrome (Single-colour) drawing competition. Therefore, only drawing techniques are permitted, using one drawing medium in any one colour. For example, charcoal on paper or support (an unpainted surface). Other drawing media may be used, such as: pencil, graphite, conté or pen.

· No work containing brushwork or solvents will be allowed. (For example, watercolours or pastel diluted with turpentine are not permitted.)

· Work may not be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Printmaking is ineligible in this competition, although the preparatory sketches on which it is based are welcome.
· Please observe the spirit of the competition and abide by the above guidelines
· Please remember when working from source material (such as photographs), that these must be your own, or those to which you own the copyright by express written permission. Images from magazines, newspapers and other artists’ work are automatically protected by intellectual property law and are subject to copyright protection.
Our standard copyright rules apply, and if in doubt please contact Linda Howe-Ely for clarity.

· Work submitted must be the original hand-made work and cannot be a photographic or electronic reproduction. 
Please do take note of this now, so as not to be disappointed on the evening.

Thursday the 31st of March at 19h00: Talk on Art Materials by Gus Kennedy

Gus, proprietor of The Italian Art shop and an artist himself, will give us some background about art materials and their properties. There will be more details in the March newsletter.
LIBRARY NEWS

Thank you to all of you who returned your library items.  There are still a few outstanding, but I will be contacting those members individually.  Our annual library ‘stock take’ went smoothly with the help of Helen van Stolk, Glenda Chambers and Margie Brunner.  The end result is that only one book is missing; “Tiffany, the Art of Louis Comfort” by Tessa Paul; hopefully it will turn up along the line, so please do all check your shelves!  Some new books have been added and with the new budget, and plenty more exciting items will be added to our growing library collection throughout the year. For library queries or renewals please contact Liz Pearson (021) 671 8941, e-mail lizp@iafrica.com. 

EXHIBITIONS

SASA EXHIBITIONS

Merit Exhibition 

The 2011 Merit Exhibition was a great success, with 68 works sold. Congratulations to all participating Merit Artists and I hope all our members have been inspired to strive towards this honour at our Annual Exhibition this year!
Members’ Exhibition 

The SASA Members’ Exhibition 2011 will take place from the 28th of May to the 6th of June. All members are permitted to show their single best work, of their own selection, on this exhibition, and for each work sold, a replacement is permitted.  We encourage all members to start painting and be sure to enter!

EXHIBITIONS INVOLVING SASA MEMBERS

The Tank Art Gallery: Mandy McKay and Helen van Stalk are exhibiting at The Tank, a converted old wine tank at Stellenbosch Hills, from the 20th December to the 31st March. Stellenbosch Hills Winery is situated on the R310, near Stellenbosch. The Gallery is open daily, from Monday to Friday: 8am - 5pm, and from 10am - 3pm on Saturdays and Public Holidays. (Closed on Sundays) For more information, please call Annelize Vermeulen on 021 881 3828 or e-mail info@stellenbosch-hills.co.za.
The Simon's Town Art Group (STAG) invites you to attend their annual art exhibition from Saturday the 19th to Sunday the 27th of March in the Simon's Town Library Hall on the Main Road opposite the Simon's Town Police Station.  David Biggs, the Cape Argus columnist, will be opening the exhibition at 12 noon on Saturday the 19th of March.  There will be live music, wine and snacks, and you will be able to watch the artists at work. For more information, please call Janet Spurr on 021 782 0339.

Cape Gallery: Lesley Charnock, Veronica Reid and Frederike Stokhuyzen, amongst others, are exhibiting at the Cape Gallery, Church Street in Cape Town, until the 26th of February. From the 27th of February, Margot Hattingh will be showing her work there, and that exhibition will run until the 26th of March. For more information, contact 021 4235309 or visit www.capegallery.co.za.

Art Portfolio: Several SASA members are taking part in this show at the Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch, from 22 February until 3 March. For more information please call 021 799 8621.

OUTINGS

Please bring your own lunch, tea, easel, chair, sunhat, etc. No dogs, please!

Saturday, the 5 th of March from 09h00-15h00:  Rustenberg Wine Farm and gardens.

Directions: Take the N1 from Cape Town, and take Exit 39 on your left, indicating Stellenbosch on road 304, turn right at T-junction towards Stellenbosch and drive approximately 13km until reaching the intersection with the R44 at the entrance to Stellenbosch. This intersection indicates Klapmuts (R44) to your left. Turn left at this intersection and right at the very next intersection on to the R310 (Helshoogte Pass Road). After approx 2kms you’ll reach a set of traffic lights and the fire brigade will be on your right. Turn left at these lights and go past an Engen on your left. Straight across the small circle with Lucky’s Store on your right until reaching a T-junction. The farm is clearly sign-posted from this point. GPS co-ordinates:Latitude:-33.906221  Longitude: 18.891163
Saturday, the 26th of March from 9.00am onwards: Flamingo Vlei 

From this spot there are views of the vlei, with its bird life and watersports, on one side, and the classic view of Table Mountain on the other side.  Umbrellas or big sunhats recommended! Be warned - there is no loo!

Directions: Follow Otto du Plessis Drive from Milnerton. Meet at the parking area between Sunset Beach and Dolphin Beach. 

Convenor: Liz Kantor, tel 021 555 0870 or mobile 083 703 3759.

Thursday, the 3rd of March from 09h30 - 13h00: Chart Farm, Klaassens Road, next to Wynberg Park
Chart Farm offers magnificent views of the Constantia valley and mountain. You may also select and pick your own roses.  The Coffee Terrace serves teas, cakes, breakfasts and lunches. Please avoid painting around the manor house, and park in the far corner of the parking lot. 

Directions: From the Trovato link in Wynberg, turn left into Klaassens Road. Turn left just after you pass under the M3 where you will see a sign to Chart Farm.
Convenor: Helen van Stolk: helenvstolk@gmail.com or 082 785 7288.

REQUESTS/OPPORTUNITIES

Teachers Please!  We are constantly receiving requests from the public, as well as our own members, looking for art teachers in various mediums. Members, can you please e-mail (or phone) Linda and let her know if you are a teacher yourself or preferably, if you can recommend your teacher to others.  Please specify the level at which they teach (Beginner, Moderate, Advanced) as well as the medium, where applicable. Our list is not nearly long enough!

Helping Out:  Liz Kramer is looking for a volunteer to help her teach art at The Dominican School for Deaf children.  in Wynberg.  She can be contacted at 082 728 6632 or e-mail seeztheday@iafrica.com.
The Tank Art Gallery, Stellenbosch Hills:   

The Tank Art Gallery, at Stellenbosch Hills Winery is looking for artists interested in exhibiting at the gallery. A minimal commission is charged, but artists need to organise their own publicity, and ideally, an opening event. The space is well set up for hanging (hooks / cords) and the staff from the tasting room will handle any sales.  Please contact Annelize Vermeulen on 021 881 3828 or email: info@stellenbosch-hills.co.za Web: www.stellenbosch-hills.co.za.
Life Drawing Group: Dianne Klein runs an untutored portrait / life-drawing and painting group on Wednesday mornings from 10am - 1pm at her home studio in Constantia.  The cost is R70 per session, inclusive of refreshments.  Members must bring their own art equipment.  Enquiries: Please call Dianne Klein on 082 8955122 or e-mail kleinsam@yebo.co.za.
The Children’s Art Centre, Cambridge Street, Zonnebloem Estate, launched “Friends of the Art Centre” on the 5th of February. For more information, please call Cheryl on 021 465 3140, or e-mail childrensartcentre@telkomsa.net.  For the website: www.thechildrensartcentre.co.za.

10th Lessedra World Art Print Annual - Mini Print 2011 http://www.lessedra.com/annual.php Please have a look at the conditions for participation at http://www.lessedra.com/entry.php?d=conditions and send your works from January until end of March. If you have comments or questions, please contact Georgi: georgi.kolev@lessedra.com.
CHANGE IN NEWSLETTER FORMAT: ADVANCE NOTICE

As first mentioned in our November 2010 newsletter, commencing March 2011, SASA will be making the newsletter available in portable document format (pdf) only. This is the open standard for the exchange of documents, as it represents the fixed layout of information. This format requires the use of software such as Adobe Acrobat Reader, which can be downloaded for free from http://get.adobe.com/uk/reader/ 
 
RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTIONS:

Thank you to the many members who have renewed their subs. We hope that the 191 members who have not yet paid, and who wish to remain in the Society will pay soon! Subscriptions for 2011 were due on the 1st of January! Subscriptions this year are R220 per annum, while country members and full-time students (25 years or younger) pay R140 per annum. If you wish to take part in the Drawing Competition, you must be fully paid-up!  We would be grateful if you would inform us if you do not intend to renew your membership for 2011. Payment information below:

PAYMENTS TO SASA:

Cheques must be made to the SA Society of Artists and posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Rd, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit? - Deposit the amount into the S A Society of Artists Cheque A/C, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 108809. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) E-mail: hoags@mweb.co.za. Please notify Mike of your name, phone number and the nature of your payment.
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info@italianartshop.co.za
Tel 021 685 1877

3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za
‘Mail order’ our speciality: R21.50 postage, irrespective of size of order.
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP
Maimeri Classico Oils review at Kaboodle:

“Classico oils spread like butter right from the tube and dry to a rich satin glow. The colors are lightfast and highly concentrated, thin well, and mix perfectly. Classico pigments are micro ground with the finest linseed oil for great transparency when glazing, and will quickly become your choice for fine painting.”
http://www.kaboodle.com/reviews/maimeri
EXCITING NEW PRODUCTS ARRIVING IN APRIL!!



‘ If people knew how hard I worked to get my mastery, it wouldn't seem so wonderful at all.’

Michelangelo Buonarroti
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30 Princess Vlei Road
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF:


Thursday 24th February at 19h00:	February Monthly Meeting: SASA AGM and Drawing Competition


Thursday 3 March:                                   Painting Outing to Chart Farm


Saturday 5 March:                                    Painting Outing to Rustenberg


Thursday 17thth February:	                Council Meeting: Athenaeum


Saturday 26th March:                                Painting Outing to Flamingo Vlei


Thursday 31st March:                               Monthly Meeting: Gus Kennedy Talk


Saturday 28th May – Monday 06th June:	SASA Members’ Exhibition














SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY of ARTISTS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING





Notice is hereby given that the 108th Annual General Meeting of the South African Society of Artists will take place at the Athenaeum, Newlands, on Thursday 24thth February 2011 at 19h00, for the adoption of the Annual Report and financial statements, the election of Council Members and the transaction of general business.
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