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“....I regard it as a waste of time to think only of selling; one forgets one’s art and exaggerates one’s value.”
Camille Pissarro (1830-1903), in a letter to his son, Lucien

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

What a month! We have been kept very busy this past month with a fascinating talk, our annual Members’ Exhibition, and now, of course, with soccer fever!

At our May monthly meeting, we were afforded the huge privilege of a new, challenging and thought-provoking lecture by Hayden Proud (Curator of Historical Collections of Painting and Sculpture at Iziko Museums), entitled ‘Thinking about Kitsch’.  For those who ventured out on that stormy evening, I’m sure you’ll agree it was an interesting and engaging discussion, which opened our minds to challenge and debate over this topic. For those who missed out, (and you most certainly did!), Hayden presented us with this lecture on thinking about the concept of ‘kitsch-ness’, and investigated the history of the phenomenon, as well as its incidence in art today. Hayden’s argument, in essence, proposes that ‘kitsch’ involves a degree of deception. These items are produced for the sole purpose of selling, and are therefore usually mass-manufactured to this end, using inferior materials and designed to appeal to a superficial sentimentality in order to sell. Often, the materials and production are false, or even wholly inappropriate. In this way, the ignorance of the public is exploited, and a ‘kitsch’ keepsake is masked as an original work of art, which ultimately fails to deliver any real depth of authenticity or emotional response. We engaged in a lively debate over the influence of democracy in the rise of the ‘kitsch’, as well as the concern over artists who replicate a successful formula in their art to make sales, including Tretchikoff, Picasso and many current artists. We were invited to examine artworks, and in so-doing our own art practices, and to really consider the motivations and values that determine the ‘kitsch’ as opposed to ‘fine’ art.  Hayden also introduced the idea of ‘camp art’ that knowingly exploits the concept of ‘kitsch-ness’ in the making of contemporary art: a ‘good taste’ of ‘bad taste’, if you will. 

My feelings are that the making of ‘kitsch’ art could fall into the category of the ‘prostitution’ of art; where works are produced without the long-term benefits which an original piece would possess. A unique piece of fine art, where effort and struggle are evident, is imbued with the value that is inherent in the skill of its making, rather than fashionable mass-production. Whether you were or weren’t able to attend this wonderful lecture, I believe it’s time to give some thought to these issues, which I feel are long overdue. Do we want to be artists? Do we want to be good artists? Or, do we want to be great artists? Do we wish our works to be easily forgotten, thought of as ‘kitsch’, or rather, do we want these objects to be remembered long after we are gone; to add value to art and society?  Let us all aspire to produce works that show that we value art as a process; a process which forces us to dig deep within ourselves to remain true to the constant struggle to learn and constantly evolve; to push ourselves ever forward to advance art; our society’s aim as a whole. Let us study our art, seek to educate ourselves, and not fall into the trap, tempting as it may be, to repeat a formula for the sake of selling. The second we feel we have ‘arrived’ at the top with nothing more to learn, we come to realise that we have learned nothing at all, and must again find it within ourselves to remain a student always and to start afresh.

We should all be gearing ourselves towards our Annual Exhibition at about this time, as Saturday, the 11th of September, is the date for selection of works by our external judges, the process which determines which works will make it onto our showcase ‘Annual Exhibition’ for 2010. All members wishing to participate may submit up to three works of art, and our best wishes to each and every member as you enjoy the process of creating your works. I encourage all members to participate in the selection and to be invigorated by the challenge, rather than discouraged by this competition.

On a last note, and as mentioned in our previous newsletter, the various gremlins haunting our video-projection equipment for our demos have been rectified, at last!  Lambert Kriedemann will be giving us a demo this month, and I encourage our members not to let our wintery Cape Town weather deter you from joining us in an evening together where we can meet and share ideas!



Lynn Brown

MEMBER NEWS
A warm welcome to this month’s new members! Julian Binneman, Adele Galgut, Heike Jakins, Caroline Joseph, Sue Joubert, Jannie Jordaan, Eric Kok, Chrissie Laubscher, Alison Lowe, Wendy Potgieter, Barbara Pretorius, Inge Semple, Marguerite Steppe, Peter Sykes and Mina Thomas.

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

SASA Monthly Meetings are held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, in New lands, on the last Thursday of every month at 7pm. Entry is R10 for members and R20 for guests, including refreshments. The library will be open to members from 6 to 6.45pm before meetings, so be sure to arrive a little early. For all library queries or renewals please contact Liz Pearson (021) 671 8941, e-mail lizp@iafrica.com or Jean Grapes on (021) 686 9372. 
Thursday the 24th of June at 7pm: Oil Painting Demo by Lambert Kriedemann

Lambert Kriedemann will be presenting the society with a demonstration of his photo-realistic oil painting technique. Lambert has been a full-time artist since 1975, and specialises in highly detailed oil paintings. He has held many one-man shows and taken part in many more group exhibitions, both in South Africa and abroad. His approach combines traditional naturalism with aspects of modern photo-realism and surrealism, as well as with ideas gleaned from a study of various styles of abstraction.
 
SASA EXHIBITIONS

MEMBERS’ EXHIBITION 2010

Our Members’ Exhibition was opened by Liesl Hartmann, the new head of the Frank Joubert Art and Design Centre. As part of her opening speech, she gave an encouraging talk to our emerging artists: not to be discouraged if sales were few or unforthcoming, but to persevere with their art, to improve and evolve. She spoke about the communications and connections which art makes, and drew a lovely analogy from the SASA logo, between structure and creativity. We were blessed with wonderful weather accompanying the exhibition this year, and sold 25 paintings. This is by no means a record number of paintings sold, however, those artists who sold, went home with beaming faces! Well done to these and all artists who took part, especially our first-time exhibitors, who were brave enough to show their work amongst so many established artists. Now that you have shown a work and broken the ice, next time around will be a piece of cake!    

ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2010

Selection Day on Saturday, 11th of September 2010

Selection will be held at the Rustenburg High School for Girls, opposite the Rondebosch Common. All members are encouraged to work toward completing three artworks in any medium/s of their choice, for submission to our showcase exhibition of the year. Works are scored with points by competent external judges, and by submitting 3 works, you place yourself in the running to exhibit in the prestigious ‘Merit Exhibition’ next year. The exhibition will open on Saturday the 9th of October, and will close on the 17th.
WINTER WORKSHOPS

The Lesley Charnock oil workshop, details of which were sent to members by email, is now fully booked. 

Penny Steynor, long-standing SASA member and winner of many art awards, will share her unique approach to pastel with members at her workshop in July. It will be very stimulating and participants will learn a lot. Bring pastels, pastel paper, charcoal and a board, but don’t worry if you don’t have supplies, as Catherine from Artsource will be at the workshop with paper and pastels for people to buy if they need anything.
Marion Langton, one of our SASA Fellows, as well as an Associate of the Watercolour Society of SA, will be giving a watercolour workshop in August. Participants will have the opportunity to explore a landscape, as well as a still life of flowers. Marion will be providing fresh flowers for the workshop, as she prefers students to work from life but participants are free to bring their own photographs of flowers, as well as landscapes, if they so desire. Marion suggests participants bring a camera, as she finds it a useful tool at workshops. A list of materials will be sent once you have booked, or on request.
Please consult the table below for details regarding the workshops, and complete the booking/payment form below that and send with your payment to Mike (payment details are to be found below the form). For further queries or more details about the workshops, please contact Lynn Douglass at l.douglass@absamail.co.za or by phone on (021) 554 0182 or 072 796 5194. Tea and coffee is provided, but please bring your own lunch, if applicable. 

WINTER LIFE DRAWING SESSIONS

There are still a few places available for the four sessions still to come. The sessions do not provide a tutor, but are convened, and models provided. Please bring an easel (if you require one), as well as your own materials, whether working in charcoal, pastels or other. For any queries about the life drawing, please contact Jinty de Villiers on 021 672 2426 or 073 4122 844. Please respect the models - no cameras or cell-phone cameras permitted. This is a great opportunity to produce something for our Landscape and Life competition in August!
Please find the dates and times in the table, and then fill in the form below. Forward your form and payment indicating which session/s you are booking for) to our Treasurer, Mike Daubermann.

	Convenor
	Subject
	Date
	Time
	Venue
	Price

	Jinty de Villiers
	Life Drawing / Painting
	Saturdays 12th, 19th & 26th June, 2nd & 10th July (5 sessions)
	9:30am to 12:30pm


	Portuguese Association of the Cape of Good Hope Hall, upstairs room.

Secure parking.
	R60 per session (R250 for all 5)

	Penny Steynor
	Pastel
	Saturday 24th July 
	9.30am – 1.00pm
	Portuguese Association of the Cape of Good Hope
	R160

	Marion Langton
	Watercolour Landscape and Flower Still-life
	Thursday 12th August
	10.00am to   4.00pm
	Portuguese Association of the Cape of Good Hope
	R225


	BOOKING/PAYMENT FORM: LIFE DRAWING & WINTER WORKSHOPS

	I, Mr. / Mrs. / Ms.  ................................................................... , Tel: .................................................

Would like to attend the following: (Please tick all appropriate boxes)
· Life Drawing Sessions:  

 (19th June (26th June (3rd July (10th July

·  Penny Steynor Workshop

·  Marion Langton Workshop 

	I have enclosed R ............................. in payment of the above. (Please refer to table above)


PAYMENTS TO SASA: Cheques should be made to the SA Society of Artists and, unless otherwise specified, posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Rd, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit? - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/C Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 108809. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) 

E-mail: hoags@mweb.co.za N.B. Please notify Mike of your name, phone number and the nature of your payment.

EXHIBITIONS

Art at Kirstenbosch

An exhibition of recent paintings by well-known professional artists (many of them SASA members) will be on display at the Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch National Botanical Gardens from Saturday, June 12th until Sunday July 18th. The exhibition will be open daily from 10am to 4:30pm. For more information please call (021) 799 8621.

Artists of the South, Simon’s Town

The monthly Artists of the South July exhibition will be on show from Friday the 9th until Sunday the 11th of July. You are invited to meet the artists at 12 noon on Saturday the 10th of July at the Simon’s Town Library Hall (opposite the Police Station). Wine and snacks will be served. The exhibition will be open daily between 9am and 5pm from Friday through Sunday. Regular exhibitors include Ann Buckby, Pauline Fine, Loretta Carter, Estelle Byrne, Peter Jander, Judy Wheeler and Annemarie Renaud.  Guest artists for July are Suzette Duby, Wendy Malan, Noeline McMaster, Jean Nixon and Jo Saggerson.  For all enquiries, please contact Loretta on (021) 786 3887 or Pauline at 082 831 1578.
Simon's Bay Fine Art Special Art Exhibition, "A Bouquet of Art" opens on Wednesday 16th June

Small, medium and large paintings, with the special addition of "Miniature Art". "Art in the making" will be demonstrated by some of the participating artists. Music by Ray Potter and delicious homemade soup and bread, every day, at R10 per serving, with the profits given to Fish Hoek Meals on Wheels. The Exhibition runs from June the 16th to Monday 21st June 2010, from 10am to 5pm daily at the Library Hall, opposite the Police Station. Please contact Venetia 021 786 2300, Maureen 021 788 8897, or Angela 021 786 5621.

The Lie of the Land: Representations of the South African Landscape

The Old Town House, Greenmarket Square

This exhibition explores how landscape art in South Africa has been used as a vehicle to express a relationship not just to particular locations, but also to a range of ideas and issues that such scenes might represent. It opened at the Old Town House, Greenmarket Square, on the 9th June, and will run until the end of September.

1910 – 2010: From Pierneef to Gugulective

Iziko South African National Gallery 

This exhibition occupies the entire gallery and showcases the history and diversity of modern and contemporary 
South African art over the past 100 years. The exhibition will run until mid-September. For any enquiries, please contact Shameem Adams at (021) 467 4663. Look out for the work of SASA’s patrons!
NOTICES

Life Drawing Group

SASA member, Dianne Klein, offers a portrait and life-painting group on Wednesday mornings, which meets at her home in Constantia. The fee is R60 per person, per session, to cover the costs of the model, and refreshments, which Dianne provides. Dianne may be contacted on (021) 794 5651 or 082 895 5122.

Reverse-Painting on Perspex One-Day Workshop with Paul Birchall

Paul Birchall will be holding a one-day reverse-painting on Perspex workshop at the Spencer Street Studios in Salt River on Saturday, the 19th of June from 9am to 4:30pm, at a cost of R450.00. All materials included and provided. This is a fun mixed-media workshop and accessible to artists at all levels. The technique is demonstrated and participants will be guided through a process to produce a finished wok by the end of the day. A deposit of R150 is required on booking. Contact Paul by e-mail at paul@spencerstreetstudio.com or by phone at 082 3633 046.

Advertisement: Frederike Stokhuysen ‘Born to be an Artist’ (See Illustration Below)
To purchase your copy of “Frederike Stokhuyzen: born to be an artist”, please contact Frederike or John White on 021 438 2333 or e-mail jandfwhite@y.co.za.
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The ITALIAN ARTSHOP
info@italianartshop.co.za
Tel 021 685 1877
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage irrespective of size of order.
	
MASSIVE PASTEL SALE
JUNE 30TH AND JULY 1ST ONLY-

ALL STOCK MUST GO
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“It does not matter how badly you paint so long as you don’t paint badly like other people.”

-George Moore
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30 Princess Vlei Road
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Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF 





Thursday 17th of June at 9:30am:	Council Meeting at the Athenaeum	


Thursday 24th of June at 7pm:  	Monthly Meeting at the Athenaeum: Demo by Lambert Kriedemann


Saturdays, from 12 June – 10 July:         Life Drawing sessions at the Portuguese Association Hall, Rugby.


Thursday 29th July at 7pm:		July Monthly Meeting: Angela Zehnder talk on the Conservation of Fine Art


Thursday 26th August at 7pm:		August Monthly Meeting: Landscape and Life Competition


Saturday 11th of September 2010:	Selection Day for Annual Exhibition


Saturday 09th of October 2010:	Annual Exhibition Opening
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