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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Well done, SASA, on the successful completion of our third and final exhibition for the year at Kirstenbosch Gardens! This, our showcase exhibition of the year, always draws in the crowds, and our opening on Saturday, the 9th of October, was no exception, particularly with an international opening speaker of Hazel Soan’s stature present. Unfortunately, along with the wonderful growth that the society has recently been experiencing, we have also become aware of several unexpected difficulties. 

Regretfully, one of the most significant drawbacks is the loss of our noon-time Saturday openings at future exhibitions in the Sanlam Hall. This week, members of the council met with the curator and events co-ordinators of Kirstenbosch, to discuss various concerns raised by both parties. It would appear that the society’s burgeoning popularity seems to be placing strain on the Gardens’ already over-extended resources, such as the parking and other facilities. Disappointingly, Kirstenbosch are no longer satisfied with the current arrangement, which permits our invited guests free entry to the Gardens at openings, as the additional numbers exacerbate the problem and may hinder the Gardens’ paying visitors. 

However, we have been able to come to a new arrangement whereby the society shall, in future, host opening functions in the evenings. I believe this is a wonderful opportunity to embrace our new understanding with enthusiasm and excitement! We are very fortunate to have the facilities at Kirstenbosch at our disposal; Kirstenbosch has embraced art as a marriage with the Gardens themselves, enhancing the natural beauty of the area with the placement of so many striking sculptures and displays. Lovers of beauty, art and nature alike are always made to feel at home in the gardens, and we wish to contribute to the continuation of this inspirational experience as best we can. So, let us make these evening openings events to remember! (We will certainly save on the cost of beverages, without the passers-by participating in their own personal wine-tastings!) 

56 works were sold on the Annual Exhibition this year, worth a total value of R 170 660. What an achievement! I wish to applaud each and every member who was brave enough to submit work for the selection of this exhibition and who were perhaps privileged enough to have work accepted. Those who sold received a cherry-on-the-top, of course, and we add our congratulations.

Hazel Soan made some very interesting observations during her opening address, and which so resonated with the comments received from our judges after selection day, that I feel they are worth repeating, for the benefit of all. One of the peculiarities which arose on Selection Day, and which was observed by all three of our judges, was the sheer number of works depicting lemons that were submitted, irrespective of their individual charm and execution. Just to illustrate, it’s worth mentioning that our judges broke into spontaneous applause when presented with a painting of strawberries, at one point, for the simple reason that they weren’t lemons! Now, as artists, we all know why lemons are a popular subject matter, as opposed to other material, of course! We all do it. It is because lemons are so well-behaved! They sit still and don’t deteriorate quickly, allowing us to capture all the detail that we require, at our leisure, and with little or no need to replace the objects or continually alter our paintings to accommodate new and unexpected developments. We often lack the bravery, or patience, to make radical changes to a work in progress.

However, I believe Hazel made an insightful comment in that ‘art begins where imitation ends’. Often, in achieving the very perfection that we so desperately seek in executing a work of art, we lose that mysterious, magical quality which has the power to bring a work of art to life! Photographs exist to portray exact likeness, but it is these little nuances of adjustment and correction in a painting, which show struggle and effort, that are the very attraction that the viewer often finds charming. In this regard, Renoir gave good advice when he said, “If even the greatest artist cannot do anything perfect, it is absolutely necessary for these imperfections to come from the unconscious if they are to give the work an added charm. If they come about through negligence or carelessness, they are merely unforgiveable errors.”

In life and nature, nothing stands still for us. Leaves and grass rustle, flowers wilt or follow the sun, shadows move and eyelashes flutter; cars that we are busy painting in the background drive away, or we are called away prematurely and abandon a painting at some developmental stage. A model can never remain in a completely static pose, or to take up an exactly identical position twice, and this is the wonder of life, and movement. To capture truth and beauty, we need to be truthful and to commit to the struggle. If we paint what we love, with dedication, anything can be rendered beautiful, even a sink, or an onion. We express so much more than a photo can. As artist and teacher Ryno Swart says, 

“We are not artists because we can create images of some aspect of nature; we are artists because we want to make an image of power and beauty. We use more than an eye, we use vision. 

The camera is a model of the human eye. It is a sophisticated machine, a perfect copy of our visual system, with one major difference: the camera freezes time, and captures the moment. It creates a perfect, frozen image of what falls on its imitation retina; capturing colour, tone, atmospherics, contrast, arrangement, expression, perspective and proportion. 
For the maker of images the temptation to copy this perfect frozen image is enormous. A perfect image is guaranteed. It is infallible, perfect in every detail. But it has no joy, no sadness, no feeling, no cold, no heat, and no passion. It experiences nothing. The artist has only two tasks, to see, to feel. 

Celebration is his joy, not image-making. He touches the horse he paints, drinks from the brooks; smells the flowers, talks to the people. And maybe, from time to time, he paints. The subject of his work is not images, but life.’

One of the judges suggested that our members really seek out and engage with the world by which we are surrounded, rather than choosing always to ’play it safe’ with conventional studies. He encouraged us to, “...look at the world afresh. There is such a varied and diverse world out there from which to choose subject matter and I felt that the bottom half of the entrants had focused on painting clichés or what they thought other people might want to see.  The recurring and repetitive “Still life with Lemons” is a case in point.  If one thinks of the many objects that infuse our lives, it is surprising there weren’t any “Still- life(s) with TV and Vuvuzela…” 

Virginia McKenny, painting lecturer at Michaelis, UCT also encouraged us to do the same thing when she kindly gave us a lecture some time ago. Are we listening? There is always something new for us to get our teeth into and become excited about. Try to find something that you love. I’ll maybe skip the vuvuzela, but I think it is about time I tried my hand at the subject matter that captures my own heart and imagination, impossible as this may seem!

At our February monthly meeting, which is also our SASA Annual AGM (and not nearly as tiresome as you might suppose!) we also hold our Annual Drawing Competition. We encourage and emphasize drawing as the basis of all the fine art mediums, and it is something which none of us practice nearly enough. I encourage everyone to participate! It’s good practice to have an agenda in mind which may force us to sharpen our pencils! Many of our members use these drawings from which to work, and create very successful paintings from, at a later stage. Rather than give a ‘themed’ subject from which to work, our title for the competition next year is “One Fell Swoop”, which you may then interpret as you wish. Rules do apply for the drawing competition, and will be forwarded to members in the next newsletter, although they are also available on request.  

MEMBER NEWS

Our thoughts are with Pam Cox who lost her beloved brother this month.

  We wish Stuart Ferguson a full recovery from his recent back operation.

Congratulations to Solly Gutman who was awarded Second Prize for his scraperboard drawing of a cymbidium at the recent International Orchid Show in Pretoria.
OPPORTUNITIES

 Donations of Artworks for a Worthy Cause: Rock Community Care

An enquiry from one of our members, regarding what one might do with superfluous artworks accruing in our homes, or gathering dust, brought to mind one of our SASA members, Mark Cerfonteyn. Mark runs a community action network in Paarl aimed at making a practical contribution to the upliftment of the valley. As a non–profit organisation, they rely completely on donations, and those who might be interested are just in time to make donations to their primary fundraiser of the year! They will be holding their Annual Art and Wine Auction at the prestigious Grande Roche Hotel on Tuesday, the 26th of October. Many collectors and buyers are invited to this event, including gallery owners, and this is an opportunity for exposure and recognition. The closing date for donations of either an artwork/s or wine is the 21th of October. Contact Jan Cerfonteyn at the Rock centre on 021 872 7935 by this date. If you are exasperated by your growing collection of artworks, then consider an item and contribute to making a lasting effect on many lives! For more information, visit www.rockcommunitycare.org.

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

SASA Monthly Meetings are held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands, on the last Thursday of every month at 7pm. Entry is R10 for members and R20 for guests, including refreshments. The library will be open to members from 6 to 6.45pm before meetings. For all library queries or renewals please contact Liz Pearson (021) 671 8941, e-mail lizp@iafrica.com. 

Last Monthly Meeting: Thursday the 30th of September

Liesl Hartman Demonstration: Abstract Painting in Acrylics

Liesl presented our members with a fascinating demonstration of her own method of abstract painting in acrylics and mixed media. Liesl draws on the natural world for her inspiration, and was kind enough to bring along some of her paintings as well as her visual diary documenting the images and writings that act as her muse. She also emphasised the importance of following the traditions of painting, such as observation, form, colour and composition, even when working in an abstracted style. For her demonstration piece, she used a dead protea and elaborated on her charcoal sketches with washes of acrylic, which she mixes from the pigment herself. Liesl was a fascinating speaker and her vast experience as an art teacher certainly shone through as she effortlessly worked and informed her audience at the same time. 

Thursday the 28th of October: Illustrated lecture by Prof Nigel Worden: “‘An Outburst of Painters’: 

Art & Society in 17th Century Netherlands’

Nigel Worden is a Professor of History at the University of Cape Town and is the author of several books and publications. He presented the above lecture to the Friends of the Michaelis Collection last year, where it was very well received, and we are delighted that he has agreed to come and give the talk to our members. Nigel will be speaking on the proliferation of painting during this period, which is a somewhat similar situation to that which we have in our world today, with so many practising artists, and this talk shall certainly prove to be very interesting.

Thursday 26th November at 7.00pm: Eleanor Palmer Competition and Social Evening.
Eleanor Palmer was a long-standing SASA member and prolific artist. While President of SASA, she presented a cup to the Society to be awarded annually to a member whose work was voted the best at an annual event at the Athenaeum. This competition, combined with a social evening, marks the end of the SASA year. Each member is invited to submit one artwork of their choice for the competition.

We ask all members to please bring an appropriate plate of eats (finger-food or snacks) to add to the occasion. Wine, fruit juice, tea, coffee and glasses will be provided. All partners, friends and family are very welcome to come along as guests, but please note that only members may cast votes in the competition.

Rules for the Eleanor Palmer Competition: (Please read carefully, to avoid disappointment.)

· Only paid-up members and honorary members may participate. 

· One entry per member.

· Work may be in any medium.

· Works do not have to be framed.

· Work may not be copied from any source material (For example, publications such as magazines) with the exception of where the artist is the author / owns the copyright to the image. Our standard copyright rules apply, and if in doubt, please contact Linda Howe-Ely for clarity.

· Work submitted must be the original hand-made work and cannot be a photographic or electronic reproduction.

· Work may not be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Work entered may be submitted for selection to a future SASA exhibition.

· Each work will be allocated a number, and voting will be by those members who are present.

OUTINGS

Please bring your own, lunch, tea, easel, chair, sunhat, etc. No dogs please!
Thursday, 28th October from 9h30 – 13h00: Eagle’s Nest, Constantia

A beautiful setting, with views of the mountain and vineyards, as well as cottages, etc

Directions: From Constantia proceed up the Constantia Main Road in the direction of Hout Bay. Eagle’s Nest is well sign posted and situated on the left at a sharp bend before the road becomes steeper towards Constantia Nek. Look out for the SASA sign too. Please sign in at the security booms at entrance (they will be expecting artists) and make your way up to the top parking lot on the left - the wine tasting room is on the right and we will meet just in front of this building. We can enjoy a wine tasting there, too! Members can visit www.eaglesnestwines.com for more information.  

Convener: Helen van Stolk. Contact: (021) 686 7569, 082 785 7288 or helenvstolk@gmail.com.

SASA EXHIBITIONS

Following from the scores achieved by members on the Selection Day for the Annual Exhibition this year, all artists eligible to take part in SASA’s Merit Exhibition next year will be notified shortly.

OTHER SASA NEWS
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The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

info@italianartshop.

co.za

Tel 021 685 1877

3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za
REMEMBER- we offer a set rate for postage to anywhere in SA- only R21.50 no matter how much you order is!!
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

Art DVD’s now R285.00 each

Over 50 titles to choose from including
David Curtis            Tom Coates
Fred Cuming           Ken Howard
Robert Wade           David Bellamy
Karen Simmons      Ron Ranson
Jane Corsellis        John Yardley

And many more!!

Contact us for a list of what’s available or visit

www.italianartshop.

co.za




You may have ‘noticed’ our brand-new, big, beautiful SASA notice-board, which is on view for our members at each monthly meeting in the tea-room! If you are interested in posting your own art-related notices on the boards, such as exhibitions, classes, articles and so forth, then please give them to Jessica Brown or Margie Brunner for display. Members may also advertise their classes in the newsletter, or send an e-mail notice to members for a very reasonable fee. (Please note that these rates will be revised in the new year.)

EXHIBITIONS

Original Cape Art will be hosting an exhibition of works by 23 Cape Artists at the Sanlam Hall in the beautiful grounds of the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. The exhibition will be opened on Saturday, the 6th of November at 12 noon by guest speaker, Dr Ian McCallum.  Art works in a wide range of mediums, by established and up-coming Cape artists, many of whom are members of S.A.S.A, will be available to view and purchase.  Entrance to the exhibition is free after entry to Kirstenbosch Gardens. The exhibition is open daily from 10am to 5pm until Wednesday, the 17th of November. For further information during exhibition hours, please contact 021 799 8621.

CLASSES OFFERED

Painting and Life-Drawing

With Irina Riabtseva in Hout Bay.
Painting Classes (All Levels / Any Medium):

Fridays: 12 November until 14 December.

10am to 1pm.                      

Life Drawing and Painting Workshops:

Saturdays: 4th, 11th and 18th December.

10am to 1pm at R150 per session.

For more information, or to book, please e-mail: irkhen@iafrica.com.

Or send a message to 076 1900 452.   

PAYMENTS TO SASA:
Cheques should be made to the SA Society of Artists and posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Rd, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit? - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/C Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 108809. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) E-mail: hoags@mweb.co.za Please notify Mike of your name, phone number and the nature of your payment.
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Patrons: Alice Goldin, Sam Nhlengethwa, Conrad Theys











Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@vitalitybroadband.co.za    





Treasurer:  9.00am – 4.30pm


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF:	REMAINDER OF 2010 





Wednesday 20th of October at 6pm:       Council Meeting


Thursday 28th of October at  9.30am:     Painting Outing to Eagle’s Nest


Thursday 28th of October at 7pm:	October Monthly Meeting: Nigel Worden lecture: ‘An Outburst of Painters: Art & Society in 17th Century Netherlands’


Thursday 25th of November at 7pm:	November Monthly Meeting: Eleanor Palmer Competition and Social Evening
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