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The aims of the Society are ‘the advancement, encouragement and promotion of the graphic, plastic and architectural arts in South Africa’
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A Pause for Thought

I was rather dismayed when, several years ago, fresh to the SASA Council, I learned that fine art students at our notable universities were being actively dissuaded from becoming members of the South African Society of Artists. Though SASA has a history of being at the forefront of fine art production in the country, and has been home to some of South Africa’s most prominent professional artists, the perception of the society as an amateur’s club had become so strong that membership has now become considered a disadvantage in the progressive local art world. This is particularly saddening as surely the role of our society is to provide a network and support for individual artists, who are particularly isolated upon leaving the art school environment. I became mortified as I learned how widespread this misconception had become and resolved to determine why. Surely such a reputation has to have derived from some mistake, as I feel the amount of talent evident in the society today proves this assumption unjustified. So in what aspect could our image be improved?

When given the opportunity to participate as SASA president, I became determined, as part of council, to do what I could in my small capacity to raise the image of the society. I have endeavoured to encourage the society to take our place as an active and influential force in the local art scene. The council has been taking pains through small details to bring the monthly meetings up to date; by keeping abreast of developments in the art world, published in the press; carefully selecting our invited speakers; using digital presentations, and improving our demo projections; in essence becoming more professional in our interactions.  Although amateurs have always been made welcome with us, we are a practising artists’ society, and it has also been important to shed our ‘hobbyist’ label by tightening up on our rules and showing that we are serious about our art. 

I have been extremely grateful to my daughter, who upon graduating, not only joined the society, but joined the council as well. I feel it is not only younger members who benefit from the opportunities made available through the society, but perhaps even more so, the society itself receives huge benefits from the input of these members, who become involved and attend meetings. Often, younger members may bring fresh ideas, concepts and energy to an existing system and surely no society can be as beneficial to society without the active inclusion of fresh blood, and perhaps it is the society’s reserve in this respect that has become a deterrent to our advancement.

The council recently received the wonderful offer, from an outsider, for a trophy and small monetary award to be presented at our Annual Exhibition for a ‘Young Artists’ Award’ to be awarded, along with our other category prizes, to the best artist in an under-30 age category. This award was proposed specifically as an incentive to encourage younger members to join the Society, as well as actively participate, and the council eagerly accepted the proposal. It was decided by Council not to burden the sponsor with the monetary aspect of the award, as this would be on-going, and instead it was decided that the sponsor would anonymously provide the winning trophy and SASA the prize-monies. Regretfully, this decision was ultimately rescinded by the SASA council after complaints were received by a small number of members, who learned of this planned award and were concerned that such a prize would alienate older members, who may not have received such an opportunity when they first joined the society. 

I urge each member to think carefully about the direction they would like our society to be heading, for if we aren’t advancing, it could be that we are retreating, instead. We must remain committed to taking ourselves seriously as artists, and not dismissing the talent we have available, or making excuses for unprofessionalism. It is important for the society to be attracting younger artists and to be always striving; to constantly improve in our own practice as artists, and in our understanding. In order to change, if that is indeed what we wish to achieve in this matter, we may have to implement some changes.

                                                                       Lynn Brown

NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome to the following new members:

Connie Bearryman


Alan Nel

Simon Ferrandi                                        Kate Pearce

Valerie Botha



Jane Robertson

Trish Haye



Michelle Robertson

Anet Louw



Laura van Riet
LIBRARY NEWS

A special thankyou to Brigitte Berg for the 10 videos she donated to the library. Thank you also for the birthday books from June Andersson, Laura Wenman and Brigitte Parfitt. There are also two new dvds (pastel and oil) and 4 new books (drawing, acrylics (2) and abstracts), in the library this month. 

The library has seen a fantastic resurgence of borrowers with an average of 80 plus books/videos/dvds taken out every month.  This does unfortunately sometimes cause a bit of a delay, so your patience would be gratefully appreciated.  For those of you who wish to purchase additional library cards, can you please come a little earlier to avoid the crush?
OPPORTUNITIES AND NEWS

The Spier Contemporary 2010 

All artists resident in South Africa are invited to reflect upon their experiences, aspirations and visions through new work submitted to this competition/exhibition. The deadline for submissions is the 30th October 2009. The Spier Contemporary was begun in 2007/08, immediately becoming the largest biennale art competition and exhibition in South Africa. The inaugural exhibition received over 2 500 submissions from around the country, exhibited 95 artists in Cape Town and Johannesburg, hosted 25 000 visitors and awarded R1 000 000 in prize money. Entry details are available on the website: www.spiercontemporary2010.co.za.

International Visual Arts Salon in Brazil
The Brazilian National Union of Plastic Artists and the National Committee of the International Association of Plastic Artists – SINAP-ESP/AIAP in partnership with the CIA ARTE CULTURA wish to announce the details of the 3rd International Visual Arts Salon SINAP/AIAP that will be held between 14 and 24 September, 2009, in the city of Barueri - São Paulo, at Tamboré Shopping Centre. Modalities: sculpture, painting, digital art, engraving, and artistic photography.  Further information and registration forms at: www.ciaartecultura.com.br
Isabel Reina Exhibition
Isabel invites members to come and view her exhibition of paintings of the Bo-Kaap at Café Neo, 129 Beach Rd, Sea Point, from 6.30am - 7.00pm daily for the month of August. Contact no: (021) 433 0849 or see www.isabelreina.co.za.

Art-Venture Exhibition

Several members of SASA will be exhibiting their work at the Rialto Art Centre, 2 Mill Street, in Strand, for the month of August, during business hours. This Thursday-morning group has been in existence for 30 years!  The exhibition opened on 4th August. All are most welcome!  Phone Marion Langton on (021) 851 5687 for details.

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Thursday the 27th of August: Annual Landscape and Life Competition.

It’s that time of the year, when all members who have participated in either the Life Drawing Workshops or the Outdoor painting sessions can exhibit and take part in our annual Landscape and Life Competition! Naturally, if you have carried out similar exercises on your own, or in independent groups, you are also invited to participate. The spirit of the competition is one of advancing our art through the challenge of working directly from the source, that is, the artist’s model or landscape. We encourage all members to try their hand at capturing colour and light from life, and to bring their efforts along for our mutual appreciation.
All mediums are accepted, and this competition is free and open to all members.  Members present at the competition will vote for the winner. (Guests and non-members are welcome to attend and enjoy the evening, but are not permitted to participate in the voting procedure.) Margie Johnson has very graciously offered to provide some positive criticism of the submitted works. Bring your work with you on the evening – please arrive before 7.00pm if you are entering the competition.

*Please note that this is the only SASA event dedicated to painting directly from the source. All other competitions, (Such as the Eleanor Palmer Competition in November) as well as all exhibitions do permit the use of legitimate copying from photographs, in the making of artworks.  

THE RULES ARE AS FOLLOWS:

· Only paid-up members and honorary members may participate, and artists wishing to participate must be present at the competition.
· Work must be either life painting or drawing (i.e. work that depicts the HUMAN figure) or landscape / seascape. We shall be excluding paintings that do not fall into either one or the other of the two categories.  
· Both life studies and landscapes must have been executed from life (Not from photographs, nor from another artist’s work).

· One entry per member in each category.

· Work may be in any medium.

· Works do not have to be framed.

· Work cannot be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Work submitted must be the original hand-made work and cannot be a photographic or electronic reproduction.

· Work entered may be submitted for selection to a future exhibition of SASA.

Artists will also have the opportunity after the competition to receive an informal crit and feedback from two experienced artists on hand. I encourage all members, even those who are not participating in the event, to attend, as the evening is a great deal of fun, and is very helpful to one’s own art practice. These sessions have been met with great success in the past, and all artists are urged to make use of this wonderful opportunity!

“You do not see with the lens of the eye. You see through that, and by means of that, but you see with the soul of the eye.”

John Ruskin (1819 – 1900)

Thursday the 1st of October at 7.00pm: Barry Gibb Illustrated Talk on Lucien Freud and Francis Bacon.

Barry’s talks are always most entertaining as well as informative, so try not to miss this!

N.B. The date of this meeting has been postponed for a week, as the last Thursday in September is a public holiday and no monthly meeting shall take place on this day.

SASA EXHIBITIONS:

ANNUAL EXHIBITION: Selection Day on Saturday, 26th of September 2009
Selection for our Annual Exhibition will be held in the main hall of the Rustenburg High School for Girls, opposite Rondebosch Common (on the other side of the common to the Red Cross Children’s Hospital). This is our major exhibition of the year, and all members are encouraged to complete three artworks in any medium/s of their choice, for submission into our showcase exhibition of the year. Works are scored with points by competent external judges, and by submitting 3 works, you place yourself in the running to exhibit in the prestigious ‘Merit Exhibition’ next year.

Hanging Day will be held on Friday the 16th of October, opening the next day, Saturday the 17th of October. The exhibition will close on Sunday the 25th October.

Exhibition documents consisting of Form 1A: conditions of entry, Form 1B entry and indemnity, and Forms 2A and 3A, information, are included with this newsletter. *Please take note of all the information and keep it for reference.
WINTER WORKSHOPS:  

Our last workshop this season is with Natalie Hirschmann. There are still a few places left. For more details about the workshop, please contact Helen Estcourt on (021) 686 3904. Information on what to bring will be sent once you have booked. Tea and coffee is provided, but bring your own lunch. To book for the workshop, please fill in the form below. 

	TUTOR
	SUBJECT
	DATE
	TIME
	VENUE
	PRICE

	Natalie Hirschmann
	Still Life in Oil
	Wednesday 19th August
	10.00am – 5.00pm
	JP Duminy Hall, Newlands
	R310


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	BOOKING/PAYMENT FORM: WINTER WORKSHOPS

	I, Mr. / Mrs. / Ms.  ..................................................................., Tel: .................................................

Would like to attend the Natalie Hirschmann oil workshop.

	I have enclosed R ....................... in payment of the above. (Please refer to table above)


Please send cheque or proof of payment & this form to: Mike Daubermann, 30 Princessvlei Road, Plumstead, 7800. For SASA’s account number and payment details, see the box below.

 

	[image: image1.jpg]



Tel 021-6851877

info@italianartshop.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage

irrespective

of size of order.
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

Maimeri Classico Oils review at Kaboodle:
“Classico oils spread like butter right from the tube and dry to a rich satin glow. The colors are lightfast and highly concentrated, thin well, and mix perfectly. Classico pigments are micro ground with the finest linseed oil for great transparency when glazing, and will quickly become your choice for fine painting.”
http://www.kaboodle.com/reviews/maimeri



Collage and Mixed Media Workshop with Elva Palombo

SASA member Elva is offering a two afternoon workshop on the techniques of collage and mixed media. The emphasis will be on the process, and not on producing a finished work. It is necessary to hold the workshop over two days to allow work done during the first session to dry.

When: Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th September from 

1.30 – 5.00pm. 

Where: The Simon’s Town Art Group Studio, Simon’s Town Library.

Cost: R200 (For both days)

For information, queries or to book please phone Elva on 021 785 2635.

“It is art that makes life, makes interest, makes importance…. and I know of no substitute whatever for the force and beauty of its process.”

-Henry James (1843 – 1916), a letter to H.G.Wells, July 10, 1915
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF 


Wednesday 19 August:	Natalie Hirschmann Workshop                                               (Details of these events on page 3 & 4)


Thursday 20th August	Council Meeting at 9.30am at the Athenaeum


Thursday 27 August:	Monthly Meeting at 7pm:  Outdoor Landscape and Life Competition


Saturday 26th September:	Selection Day for Annual Exhibition                                        	 


Thursday 24th September:	PUBLIC HOLIDAY (Monthly Meeting held over)


Thursday 1st October:	Monthly Meeting at 7pm: Barry Gibb, “Francis Bacon and Lucien Freud” 


Saturday 17th October:	Annual Exhibition Opening, Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch


Thursday 29th October:	Oil Painting Demo by Adolfo Mcque (For more info please see � HYPERLINK "http://www.adolfomcque.co.za" ��www.adolfomcque.co.za� )


Thursday 26th November: 	Eleanor Palmer Competition and Social, Finale to the SASA Diary 2009











PAYMENTS TO SASA:  Cheques should be made out to SA Society of Artists and posted to Mr Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Road, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit?  - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/c, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 101109. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060 between 9.00am and 4.30pm) email: hoags@mweb.co.za  Please make sure he has your name, phone number and what you are paying for!  











         








4

