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Dear Members,

Where did 2007 go?  It’s impossible to believe that Xmas is only 10 days away.  Oy!  The Vaalies will soon be streaming in, restaurants will be full and overpriced and the roads will be a nightmare.

That’s the price we pay for living in this incredibly beautiful part of the world. What a busy year it’s been!  We have welcomed 77 new members and our membership now stands at 412.  We have again had 3 exhibitions, including the 101st Annual!  3 competitions, visits to the National Gallery for 2 walk-abouts by Hayden Proud and another of the Marlene Dumas exhibition; a walkabout to see the William Fehr Collection at the Castle with Joe Hurter present to give us some personal background and a visit to ‘Making Waves’, the SABC Collection also at the Castle of Good Hope.  We have also had interesting and varied talks and demos at our monthly meetings, enjoyable painting outings, workshops and life drawing sessions; and 2 very rewarding ‘constructive assessment sessions’.

 
I’m glad we had such a good turnout for the Marlene Dumas walkabout. I met her at the grand opening of her exhibition and asked her if she would come to our planned walkabout so that our members could meet her. I’m sorry she didn’t make it, as I’m sure that she would have been bombarded with questions.  If it’s any consolation, a friend of mine who went to her walkabout told me that mostly Marlene had no explanations for what she painted.  That ties up with what our guide said. I would still like to know how she became so famous.  Someone answered that question for me at the opening and said – simple, she married her agent.  The video didn’t show that though.   The exhibition closes on 13 January 2008 so you still have time to see it.

Two more exhibitions at the SANG which I suggest you see is Willie Bester’s work and the work of the finalists for the Sasol Wax Art Awards.  Willie Bester’s portraits are incredible. Each character clearly had an interesting personality, but his landscapes? Say no more!  

I went to a workshop earlier this year to find out what the Sasol Wax Awards are all about.  There was so much installation stuff as well as video presentations that I realized that it was not for me.

Silly me!  One of the finalists got R20 000 for her 2 channel projection "Wax and City" showing wax being used by beauticians to remove unwanted hair.  Damn! Why didn’t I think of it?  R20 000 would have been fair compensation for 40 years of regular excruciating agony and blistered skin!  Three other finalists were also awarded R20 000 each towards their projects and the winner Walter Oltman was awarded R130 000 for his “Unearthing” Metal cast installation.  No don’t ask me, go and see for yourselves.  On till 9 March. I’ll put pictures of their work on the notice board at the Jan meeting.

 

None of our events would have been possible were it not for the hard work of our dedicated, efficient and cheerful council members and volunteers who undertake to arrange outings, workshops, drawing sessions and especially our exhibitions.  A lot of time and effort goes into all those events and I am ever grateful for their support.  We are going to need more council members next year.   I appeal to the members to consider joining the Council and welcome nominations before the AGM at the end of February 2008.   Aspiring Council members should be computer literate. 

 
I’m sure that those of you who qualified for the Merit have started preparing for it.  The opening is on the 26th January 2008 less than 6 weeks away. I will need photos of the paintings for the posters, so please let me know before the 12th January 2008 if you have suitable pictures of your new work that I can use.  (021 439 2862) 

 
The end-of-year party was a lot of fun and was enjoyed by all who attended. 

Our speakers for the evening were John Robert and Charles van der Merwe who as you may know had the great privilege of being accepted to spend 2 months living and painting in studio apartments at the Cite Internationale des Artes in Paris. They shared their experiences with us and showed gorgeous slides of the places they visited, paintings that they did and Charles also brought along some magnificent large drawings that he had been inspired to do.  John showed us a DVD called ‘The influence of Matisse on the Fauves.’ which was very interesting and the scenery was beautiful BUT I can’t help wondering about them Fauves and the ‘paintings’ they produced. (Yes, I know I'm bordering on blasphemy, but I doubt that I'm the only one, if you know what I mean!)  Once again Ken Kynoch was absolutely indispensable in organising all the electronic thingummies in order to make the picture show possible.  
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Charles taught himself pastels and joined SASA where he began winning prizes in 2000.  He retired in 2002 to be a full time artist.  John started painting in '94 and has been a member of SASA since 1999.  He is well known for his quick sharp caricatures. Believe it or not, John also hails from Krugersdorp and he went to the same school and the same bioscopes as I did many moons ago.  About 30 years ago, at a party at his house he drew a caricature of my husband, on a plate.  That plate had pride of place on the mantelpiece for many years until a new maid, showing her zeal, scrubbed it off.  What a disaster!

Ever mindful of giving our members what they want, please let us know if there are any specific talks, demonstrations or workshops that you would like to have in the coming year and we will do our best to arrange them.

We have noticed that there is usually a mad rush of members leaving the afternoon monthly meetings.  The complimentary remarks assure us that it is not due to the demo or talk being boring, therefore it must be the thought of the horrendous home time traffic.  After due deliberation we have decided to start the afternoon monthly meetings at 2.p.m. Library will open at 1.p.m.  I hope that this will suit the members.  If however there are howls of protest, we’ll go back to the original times.  

 
Remember the highly entertaining talk and slide show Desmond Colborne gave us last March - entitled “Art on the French Riviera”?  Well he is back in Cape Town to give a course at the UCT Summer School and we will start the New Year off with a bang and enjoy another of his fascinating illustrated talks "The Mystique of Wine as Reflected in Art, Literature and Music” DO NOT MISS IT, and bring your friends!   31st January 2008 at 2.00 p.m. at the Athenaeum. 
In the spirit of that talk the theme for the General Drawing part of the drawing competition on 28 February will be "WINE". There were so many interesting entries in the last themed drawing competition -"The Letter" that I am sure the entries for this one will be as creative.  Interpret it any way you like. (I'll never forget Elva's charming drawing of her little granddaughter drawing the letter "C".)
My sincere thanks to you for the many congratulations and thanks, by letter, email and personally that we have received in appreciation of our efforts.  It has been a privilege and a pleasure.      

On behalf of the members of the Council, I would like to wish you all a wonderful Blessed Festive Season, Happy Holidays, safe driving, lots of great family get togethers, or lots of peace and quiet, and I sincerely hope that you’ll find some time to indulge your passion - Painting.  

 
Best Regards

Fula Paxinos 

Opportunity to Sell Your Work!

Rondebosch Boys’ High School Concert and Jazz Bands will be embarking on a tour of towns and schools along the Garden Route to Port Elizabeth during March 2008. In order to raise funds they are holding an art auction on the 13th February 2008. Work in any genre may be put on sale but if you have any works relating to music that would be rather nice. Work will need to be handed in on the 5th February for cataloguing. 50% of the sale will go to the artist. Any artists interested in having their work auctioned are asked to contact Leonie Twine on 021 531 2795.
Welgemeend and Boerneef Friends

This is an organisation which has recently been started in support of Welgemeend, the historic house in Camp Street, and the Boerneef collection of art which is housed in the building. The privileges of membership entail information about exhibitions, walkabouts, lectures, performances, social functions and outings – for members and their guests only.  Subscriptions are only R50 per year!  For more information or to join, please phone Lilyane Mendel on 021 426 1951 or email la.mendel@gmail.com or Helena le Roux on 021 438 1742.

ORIGINAL CAPE ART EXHIBITION

Christine Cherry-Jones, Ros Molteno, Ada Kennedy and Anne Lee invite all SASA members to join them for snacks and a glass of wine at the opening of Original Cape Art’s February Exhibition at 6pm on Monday 18th February. Most of the artists taking part are also SASA members, so come and support them!  Closes on 28 February. 

Rose Korber is holding her Annual Summer Salon at 48 Sedgemoor Road, Camps Bay, from 15 December to 13 January.  The work of 50 well-known artists will be on display.  Open 10.00am – 7.00pm daily. Tel 021 438 9152.

LOOKING FOR ART TEACHERS! 

We have many requests from members and the public for the names of good art teachers, and would like to have a bigger list of teachers from a wider area. Please let Linda have the name and details of your recommended teachers, including as much info as you have, e.g. what they teach, whether they take beginners or advanced students, where and when the classes are held, and whether they have vacancies. Members who are teachers, please let Linda have your info too! 

NEW MEMBERS AND NEWS 
Welcome to the following new members: Liz Purcell Cragg, Heather de Wit, Carol Hadfield and Brigitte Parfitt.
Di Breeze, who not only is an excellent artist, is a bookmaker as well.  If you would like a really special handmade sketchbook, she will gladly make one for you, all you have to do is supply the paper.  Call her for details: 782 4187.
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Request from Community Action Development Group

(CoDAG) For Substance Abuse, Counselling and Rehabilitation

50 1ST Avenue, Sherwood Park, Manenberg, 7764 (Meetings only)

MR G. Patton – Chairman

We are an outpatient centre that provides confidential assistance to individuals and families experiencing problems with drug abuse. The basic difference between an outpatient and an inpatient centre is that with an outpatient programme, people remain integrated, in their everyday activities. This means that as an outpatient, you are forced to deal with the situation “on your feet” whilst you receive support from your family and friends. A large responsibility lies on your shoulders. 
I have called on young talented artists to exhibit their artworks with me. I have discovered that there is great talent in the community, but we do not have the necessary tools and equipment to progress.

Our intention is to keep and improve on the talents because we are living in a vulnerable society. The use of drugs, prostitution, stealing and mugging is rife in our area and we would like to make a difference. Therefore we would like to know if you or friends could assist us by donating some art material, used tubes of paint being acrylic or oils, literature or goods of any kind that would improve the outlook of our young society members that are caught up in the clutches of evil.

Hoping that I would get a good response.

Yours in Art, Ebrahim Slamat
Peer Educator   / Counsellor / Creative: Cell: 083-5346916

N.B. Members who would like to donate materials can bring them to SASA meetings, or contact June Hyman: 712 5137.
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	A GREAT
CHRISTMAS
 IDEA!!

Why not get exactly what you want for Christmas? Ask for a gift voucher from The Italian Artshop
Great Christmas gifts:

( Sennelier watercolour box sets

( Mabef box easels

( Spend R250.00 or more on brushes and receive a free brush wallet!

STOCKISTS OF THE FINEST ART MATERIALS.
 SUPPLYING DIRECT TO ARTISTS
We stock EVERYTHING for the Painter
Tel/Fax   021-6851877

email: italianartshop@icon.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch



Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@discoverymail.co.za    





Treasurer


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 
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DATES TO DIARISE:


26 Jan 2008: (Sat at 12 noon) Opening of SASA’s Merit Exhibition at the Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch.


31 Jan 2008: (Thurs at 2pm) Monthly meeting at the Athenaeum – Illustrated talk by Desmond Colborne


28 Feb 2008 (Thurs at 7pm) AGM and drawing competition. For rules and more info, see page 3.








SASA PROGRAMME: WHAT’S ON


MONTHLY MEETINGS


At the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands. 


Entry is R5 for members and R15 for guests, which includes tea.


Thursday 31 January at 2.00pm:  


Our first meeting of the year.  Desmond Colborne will give us an illustrated talk on “The Mystique of Wine as Reflected in Art”.   PLEASE NOTE EARLIER STARTING TIME!


The Library will be open from 1.00 until 1.45pm.  Library queries & renewals:  Angela van Rensburg, Tel 021 782 5665.  Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:angelavr@icon.co.za" ��angelavr@icon.co.za� or Jean Grapes: Tel 021 686 9372.  


Thursday 28 February at 7.00pm: 


This is the date for our Annual General Meeting, which will start promptly at 7pm, to be followed by the SASA Drawing Trophy Competition. There are 2 categories to this competition – see rules below for details. 


There is a theme for the General Drawing Section only, which will be ‘’Wine”. (see Fula’s letter) 


There is no theme for the Monochrome Drawing Section.  All paid-up members may submit an entry in each category.  Works must be mounted, unless in a sketchbook. 


The library will be open from 6.00 till 6.45 p.m. 


Rules for entry for both trophies: 


The work submitted must be recognizable as a drawing in which the marks and lines pertaining to the drawing are clearly visible. Work may not be copied from the work or photographs of others. Work done in a class or workshop with a teacher present will not be eligible.


The final work must show signs of lines in portions of the work either as definite outlines or as part of the shading. A drawing which has layers of paint or pastel, which hide the original drawing marks, will NOT be eligible.


Rules for Monochrome Drawing: (No Theme)


The artist may draw using only one colour of e.g. Conte crayon on paper or support of a uniform colour. Monochrome scraperboard drawing is also eligible. Lead pencil lines and charcoal can be used on the same drawing together with Indian ink because these will all be considered to be black. Indian ink may be applied using a steel nib or a bamboo pen, but not applied by using a brush or a sponge. You may use charcoal backgrounds from which you have erased certain areas.


Rules for General Drawing (Theme:Wine)


This includes sketchbooks, drawings which are pen and wash, Chinese brush-type drawing, and all other forms of drawing or sketching. These works can include several colours. Water-soluble crayons will be accepted, but drawing lines must be visible.


SASA EXHIBITIONS


Our Merit Exhibition will open at the Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch at 12 noon on Saturday 26 January. All members will receive an invitation to the opening. The exhibition will run until Sunday 3 February.


PAINTING OUTINGS 


All members welcome. No dogs allowed. Bring your own lunch, tea, chair, easel, etc.


Saturday 20 January 2008: The Company Gardens 9.00am – 3.30pm


We held an outing here last year and it was very much enjoyed, so have decided to repeat it as our first outing of the year. The school holidays will be over, so things should be back to normal. Wide choice of painting subjects: old buildings, flowers, ponds, people and views of the mountain. 


Meet at the long pond in front of the National Gallery at 9.00am. 


Convenor: Helen Estcourt (h) 021 686 3904 (w) 082 3333 767 


SUBSCRIPTIONS


Please note that subs for 2008 are R165.  Country members will pay R100.  Due 1 Jan 2008!


We would appreciate it if you could pay your subs in good time. It will save us considerable trouble in sending reminders, taking late-paying members off the mailing list and putting them back on again. Remember, if you are taking part in the Merit exhibition, you must be a PAID-UP member! Payment details are to be found in the box at the bottom of page 4 of this newsletter.











SA SOCIETY of ARTISTS AGM


Notice is hereby given that the 105th Annual General Meeting of the South African Society of Artists will take place at the Athenaeum, Newlands, on Thursday 28th February at 7.00pm, for the adoption of the Annual Report and financial statements, the election of Council members and the transaction of general business.








PAYMENTS TO SASA:  Cheques should be made out to S A Society of Artists and unless otherwise specified posted to Mr Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Road, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit?  - Deposit the required amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/c, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 101109. Please either fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount of your deposit to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) – making sure he has your name, phone number and what you are paying for!  N.B. Subs for 2008 are R165.











         





Well it’s that time of the year again and we would like to wish all our Customers a very happy and safe festive season.





Our factory and factory shop will be closed from the


21st December until the 14th January, 2008.  Unfortunately this is a necessity due to all our


suppliers closing down at this time of the year.





The good news is that our other 3 shops will be open right the way through and will still be taking in framing


to be done as soon as we re-open in January.  The   sooner you come in the sooner your work will get into the queue for 2008.





COME AND DO SOME CHRISTMAS SHOPPING WITH US –


GIVE ONE OF OUR GIFT VOUCHERS TO YOUR FAMILY OR FRIENDS.


Blue Route  021 7123325


Roeland Street 021 465 6430


Milnerton  021 555 3806





.








� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1234324789.doc
[image: image1.png]






