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“One works not only to produce art, but to give value to time.”

Eugène Delacroix (1798-1863).
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Congratulations to everyone for the wonderful work that was exhibited on the Members' Exhibition 2008 at the Sanlam Hall in the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. We had wonderful weather for the opening, and Ryno Swart gave an excellent and encouraging opening address. The society received many compliments about the show, and the high quality and number of works submitted have ensured that the Members' Exhibition shall be held without a selection day next year, again.

 

It was a joy to see artists exhibiting their work for the first time, even selling their first artwork! It is also such a wonderful opportunity for the buyers to meet the artists at events like this, which really personalises the sale. We had many enquiries about the record of sales for this exhibition, and so I thought it a good idea to share some of the stats with everyone. In all, 25 artists sold a confirmed 28 artworks, with Lyn Northam selling two, and Marion Langton, three, despite the wet and cold weather throughout the week. Out of interest, the most expensive sales went to Ann Nosworthy, with Rose Gate, at R8 500.00, and Wilma Dike's Jazz Girl for R10, 400.00. This is a fantastic record of sales, in consideration of the fact that this exhibition is held in the tourist off-season and that the very wet weather during the week would naturally have discouraged potential buyers from visiting the gardens. However, the real success is often simply in gaining the confidence to exhibit one's work, and congratulations must go to all participating artists!
With the Eleanor Palmer Competition approaching, I have recently heard several troubling comments that some members feel that the society is too competitive, and that events such as this should be done away with. I feel this is a serious concern, and after carefully considering the matter, feel it necessary to respond. The South African Society of Artists is committed to the advancement of art, and competition is a natural result of striving to improve. Events such as this are also an encouragement to those pursuing excellence, and a reward to those who have worked hard towards achieving that goal. I feel my sentiments can best be expressed in the words of Dr. Eric Maisel, author of “Coaching the Artist Within”, in his book “Creativity For Life”: 

“Competing. To get what you want, you will need to compete. You may not want to compete, you may not feel that you are actively competing, and you may shy away from competing, but you are nevertheless embedded in a world that is simple in its Darwinian Survival-of-the-Fittest logic. There are only so many openings for symphony oboists; there are only so many slots for principal oboists; there are only so many classical recordings that sell; there are only so many venues for your quartet; there is only so big a pie. If you were playing mountain music with your neighbours in the backwoods of rural America, this issue would not exist. You would just pull up a chair and play. But because of your choice, which inevitably involves you in auditions, comparisons, interpersonal dynamics, and every aspect of competition, you must either successfully compete or fall by the wayside.”
Here he uses the example of an oboe musician as the artist in question, but in much the same way, these rules apply to us visual artists, as well. His comments may, at first glance, appear unkind, but I believe that he has a point. One may always decline to participate in a competition or exhibition, as a personal choice, but rejection of the principle of competition has no place in a society which values the struggle to constantly improve. Competitions and Selected Exhibitions will therefore continue to play a constructive part in our annual program.
So I urge everyone to take pleasure in preparing for the Eleanor Palmer Competition. We are privileged to spend an enjoyable, encouraging, social evening together, where we are able to find inspiration in one another’s work, have positive discussions with other artists, and not forgetting, we ourselves act as the judges of our own success! Even if you have nothing to present at this stage, do come along and participate in the ambience of the evening and support your friends and colleagues. Bon peinture!
Lynn Brown
SECRETARY AWAY

Please note that Linda is still away until the 21st of July. Please direct any queries by e-mail to Lynn Brown or Mike Daubermann (regarding money matters). Their contact details are at the top of this page. 
LATEST MEETINGS
There are many experienced artists, curators and historians out there, and many exciting events that happen outside of our society. We encourage all members to attend and visit as many of these art happenings, talks and galleries as they are able, and to give us feedback about their experiences.

Dr Pippa Skotnes conducted a most interesting and insightful walkabout especially for our members of the exhibition, “A Private View” of her father, Cecil Skotnes’ work and personal memorabilia, on Saturday, the 21st of June. Sixteen of our members attended the walkabout, and for those of you who could not attend, you sorely missed out on a fantastic, intimate look at the life and art of Mr. Skotnes, a most valuable treasure to the South African art world, and also an honorary member of SASA. The exhibition will be moving to Johannesburg shortly.
Several of our members attended the lecture by Professor Nigel Wolden on the Art and Society of 17th-Century Netherlands, hosted by the Friends of the Michaelis Collection at the Old Townhouse on Saturday the 21st of June. It was the third of three lectures that dealt with aspects of 16th and 17th-Century Dutch painting, of which many fine examples can be found in this collection. The talk, given by an historian on art, rather than by an art historian, was fascinating in its revealing the real dealings of the art world in those times, and his insights into the mindset of these artists went a long way to broadening our understanding of their work. So captivated was the audience, that no-one even noticed that the talk was inadvertently extended by half an hour!

Dr Hans Fransen obliged us most delightfully by stepping in at the last minute to present his illustrated talk on the Worldwide Impressionism Movement, at our Monthly Meeting on the 26th of June. We were given a wonderful slide presentation, featuring many old favourites from our own Townhouse Michaelis Collection, as well as many lesser-known (but no less masterful) works by impressionist painters as far-flung as France, America, Holland, even Japan! 
NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members to the Society:
Sheral Samuels

Margaret Cole

Anet Pearson

Jutta Kubitza-Brand

Brenda Danziger

Janice Gardener-Atkinson

Diane Harper

Daphne Maree


Albert Lastovica


Vernon Jacobs-Birch

NEWS

A dear patron of SASA, Conrad Theys, is currently recovering from a bypass operation at home. I am sure you all join me wishing him a speedy and full recovery.
Afternoon monthly meetings have ceased provisionally due to parking difficulties at the Athenaeum, and all further SASA meetings are to be held henceforth in the evenings, at 7pm.

OPPORTUNITIES

SOCIAL ART GROUP

Our Friday morning art group (which gets together at Frank Joubert in Newlands during the school terms) has moved into a bigger classroom!  As such we now have space for up to 5 more people who want to join our social group.  We have fun, help one another when we can and generally enjoy our painting experience.  Whatever medium you want to paint in – bring it along.  We have mugs and a kettle and take it in turns to bring the tea.   If you’re interested in joining us, please contact:

Liz
082 658 5533 or 021 671 8941

Carol
073 203 2263 or 021 674 1346
LIFE PAINTING AND DRAWING

Opportunity to paint and draw from the model for a full day facilitated by Jessie Colman
Date
-
21st of July.
Time
-
9.30am  -  4.00pm  
Cost
-
R200.00  includes model cost and tea

Venue
-
Artists Collective, Observatory. Easels and boards available. 

Paper available at discounted prices. 

Please contact Jessie for further details and to book on either 021 6857007, 083 7484615, or by e-mail at colman1@telkomsa.net. Numbers are limited. 
THE EARLY MORNING CLUB NEWSLETTER

Ros Molteno would like to inform members of a free subscription to a twice-weekly newsletter from Robert Genn. If you would like more information about participating in his inspiring letters, you can contact Ros on 021 686 8222 or Robert at rgenn@sarafina.com.
ACCOLADES

Daniel D. Mathews has had a painting of his presented to Oprah Winfrey. This is truly a great honour and I trust he receives due mention on her next show! Bravo, Daniel!
NEW IN THE LIBRARY
Blake, W: The Complete Painting Course 


Donated by June Andersson.

Boyley, J: Errol Boyley: A Biography, Celebration of Life
Donated by Annemarie Renaud.

Steer, I: History of British Art




Donated by Brigitte Parfitt.

Carlson, J: Guide to Landscape Painting 


(Recommended by Robert Grogan).

Many thanks to all those who have donated books to the library. If you will be celebrating your birthday this month, consider using the opportunity to donate a book to the library as part of the celebration!
 

*Just a reminder about the lending rules on DVD's. 

Only one DVD per person may be borrowed each month. These are in such demand that they must be returned at the following meeting. Should you not be attending, please make sure that you get the DVD back via a friend or to the librarians. There is a fine of R10 should this not occur. Please take great care of the DVD's to avoid scratching. As you know they are quite costly.

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETING
Held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off of Campground Road, Newlands.

Entry is R10 for members and R20 for guests. (*Please note the special cost for the evening.)
Thursday 31st July at 7.00pm: Eleanor Palmer Competition and Social Evening:  

Wine and fruit juice will be provided by SASA. 
We ask that all members please bring a plate of eats.
Rules for the Eleanor Palmer Competition:

· Only paid-up members and honorary members may participate. 

· One entry per member.
· Work may be in any medium.

· Works do not have to be framed.

· Work may not be copied from any publication or photographs (Unless the artist owns the copyright of the image).

· Work cannot be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Work submitted must be the original hand-made work and cannot be a photographic or electronic reproduction.

· Work entered may be submitted for selection to a future exhibition of SASA.

· Each work will be allocated a number, and voting will be by those who are present.

The library will be open from 6.00 till 6.45pm. Library queries & renewals: Angela van Rensburg, Tel 021 782 5665.  Email angelavr@icon.co.za. Note members can always return an item through another member & collect their library cards from the librarians at the next meeting they attend.

EXHIBITIONS

Annual Exhibition 2008: This is our major exhibition of the year, and we encourage all of our members to submit three artworks each for selection, in order that they might qualify for our Merit Exhibition early next year.

The Selection Day will take place on Saturday, the 6th of September, St. John’s Hall, St. John’s Road, Wynberg. 

The Annual Exhibition 2008 will take place from the 3rd to the 10th of October in the Sanlam Hall at the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. More details about these two events to follow in the next newsletter.

WINTER WORKSHOPS 

Natalie Hirschmann’s sought-after oils workshop, focussing on still-life, is not to be missed! For queries or more details about the workshop, please phone Viv King on 021 689 4814, or Helen Estcourt on 021 686 3904 as soon as possible, as places are limited. A list of materials required will be sent to you after you have booked. Tea and coffee will be provided but please bring your own lunch.

WINTER LIFE DRAWING 
No tutor, but the sessions are convened, and models provided. See dates & times in table below: Please fill in the form at the bottom of the page & send with payment. Please indicate which session/s you are booking for. Bring your own easels & materials, whether working in charcoal, pastels or other. Tea and Coffee will be available. However, bring your own mugs and snacks.  Please respect the models; no cameras or cellphone cameras permitted. 

Queries: Jessica Brown 531 5664 or 083 9544 253 or Rampedi Molefe 072 125 7595.

	Tutor
	Subject
	Date
	Time
	Venue
	Price

	Natalie Hirschmann
	Oil

Still Life
	Thursday

24 July
	9.30am – 4.30pm 


	Du Toit Room,

Athenaeum, Newlands
	R290

Incl tea

	No Tutor -Convenors: 

Jessica Brown & Rampedi Molefe
	Life Drawing:

Bring own materials – only tables and chairs available.
	Every Saturday from 19 July to 9 August

(4 sessions)
	9.30am, for

10.00am – 12.30pm
	Frank Joubert

Art Centre, Newlands
	R50 per session.
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The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

Tel  021-6851877

info@italianartshop.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage irrespective of size of order.
	ARE YOU USING THE BEST PAINTS AVAILABLE?

The Artist's daily bread and butter. Anyone- professional or amateur - who picks up a tube of Classico oil paint will find in it just what they need. ​

      WHAT MAKES CLASSICO SO         SUPERIOR TO OTHER BRANDS:

-   Classico fine oil colours are versatile, offering an unsurpassed price to quality ratio. 
-   Classico is a pure paint! The colours are made with only pigment and the highest quality linseed oil. They contain no waxes or thickeners (no manufacturing shortcuts)
-   The colour palette includes the best original natural earths and true cadmium pigments, NOT HUES. Average pigment concentration is very high. ​
-   Formulated so that all colours dry at the same rate.
-   Bright, lively colours with overall harmony in the palette, Classico colours are made with modern non-toxic, non-polluting pigments that improve lightfastness.


WINTER SPECIAL : JUNE – AUGUST 2008

We are offering a “Winter Special” for framing your own work. Bring in this slip to any of our 4 branches and not only receive the usual 15% artists discount but a further 5%.  
This is valid from 1st June to 31st August 2008.  

Please visit our shops when passing and see all we have to offer.  We have an enormous selection of mouldings to suit all pockets plus a range of frames, mirrors and gifts at our Tokai, Roeland Street and Milnerton shops.
   The Factory Shop – Ottery:  021 762 6563

        Blue Route Mall – Tokai: 021 712 3325

               Milnerton – Stodels: 021 555 3806

Cape Town - Roeland Street: 021 465 6430

“Success doesn’t come with painting one picture. It is building, step by step, against all odds.”

Georgia O’Keeffe (1887-1986).
Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@discoverymail.co.za    





Treasurer


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 
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EVENTS IN BRIEF


Thursday 17th July: 		Council Meeting


Saturday’s 19th July to 9th August:  	Winter Life Drawing (4 sessions)


Monday 21st July:			Jessie Coleman, Life painting and drawing workshop


Thursday 24 July: 			Natalie Hirschmann workshop  


Thursday 31 July: 			Eleanor Palmer Evening


Saturday 6th September:  		Selection day for Annual Exhibition (3rd to 10th October 2008)








                                                                                             N.B.MORE INFO on PAGE 3.





-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


BOOKING/PAYMENT FORM: WINTER WORKSHOPS & LIFE DRAWING


I,…………………………………………………Tel:………….…………. would like to attend the following: 


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


I am sending R…………..……. in payment of the above.  Signed………………………………..………………….


Please send cheque or payment proof & this form to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princessvlei Rd, PLUMSTEAD, 7800 


For SASA’s account number and payment details, see the box on page 4 of this newsletter.
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PAYMENTS TO SASA:  Cheques should be made out to SA Society of Artists and unless otherwise specified posted to Mr Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Road, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit?  - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/c, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 101109. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) email: hoags@mweb.co.za Make sure he has your name, phone number and what you are paying for!  
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