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“There are more valid facts and details in works of art than there are in history books.”

Charlie Chaplin

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

In keeping with what Robert Grogan taught us, about his studying great paintings in books, galleries and museums, and how this continues to be essential to his art education, it got me thinking… He suggested that we place more emphasis on our library to grow it for all of our members to use and continue to learn. I agree wholeheartedly! I’m sure that, like me, many of you have good art book collections at home. But these are our beloved private books; gifts and precious finds that we love, and which we don’t particularly want to part with! Our library here is essential for those who are new to art; for those who don’t have many books; for those of us experimenting with different genres or who just wish to keep ourselves abreast with contemporary work and developments in art. We can’t own every book out there at home, so a library allows us to share! 

Angela Van Rensburg, our librarian, is doing a marvellous job (I’m sure you all agree), keeping our library updated and purchasing books and DVD’s which will benefit a large group of artists with lots of practical books. From our subs, she is able to make about 4 purchases a month. However, with the present price of books, we need to implement some other suitable plan to expand our library. I started by wondering how we could get hold of free books or donations, but although people do make donations from time to time; it’s not on a regular-enough basis to rely on. The plan I’ve devised is for us to take responsibility for our own library, and not wait for others to do for us what we can do for ourselves! We have been around since 1902 and if the Frank Joubert Art and Design Centre, who also suffer with a lack of funds, can have such a beautiful library, then so can we!

What I propose is that as a totally voluntary act, without any pressure to take part, we donate a book to the library within our birthday month, as part of the celebration! (This is more a reminder than anything else; otherwise we often put it off and forget!) I know that there are many who can’t possibly afford to do this, and I must reiterate: they must not feel that they have to participate at all. However, I am also aware that there are many who can, and are more than willing to take part in this venture. The books that are donated will have a small label inserted in the front cover, indicating the name of the donor and the day and month of their birthday. As Ken said, “Who knows? You may even get an extra birthday wish or two from someone who has noticed your details!”

For those who are interested in contributing and don’t know where to start, please do give Angela a call. She will greatly appreciate your donations, and give you ideas for books which may have been requested by other members. Please let’s make use of the library, everyone. It is open before our monthly meetings, and already has a lot to offer! And now, seeing as it was my birthday this month, to get the ball rolling, I shall be donating two books,”Impressionism: 50 Paintings you should know” and “The Elements of Drawing” by John Ruskin (the illustrated edition with notes by Bernard Dunstan.) I was given a copy of this book by a dear friend, whom I now owe a great deal to for my own growth and improvement in my paintings. Happy reading!

Lynn Brown

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome these new members to the Society: Margaret Cole, Beverley Lang, Sheral Samuels, Rene Tarica, Brian van Rooyen, Herholdt van der Merwe, and welcome back to Tanya Britz.

NEWS

We were sorry to hear of the sudden death of new member Liezel Muller. We extend our sympathy to her family and friends.

Rampedi Molefe took part in a 4-week mentoring workshop at Greatmore Studios in Woodstock in April, which he really enjoyed. To find out more about Greatmore, see their website www.greatmoreart.org
Don’t miss the exhibition of the work and world of Cecil Skotnes, entitled “A Private View”, on at the Iziko SA National Gallery until 19 June. Enquiries 021 467 4660. We hope to arrange a walkabout for members. 

The illustrated talk given by Barry Gibb at our April meeting was most interesting. Barry included clips from films about the Impressionists between his slides, and gave us all a good picture of the impact their work had on the established art world in Paris at the time.

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS FEATURING SASA MEMBERS

Lindhaven Studio Gallery, 133 Zwaanswyk Road, Tokai, will be open for viewing and sales of Plein Air and other paintings, on Saturday the 31st of May, from 9.30am until 5pm.  Refreshments will be served. Contact June Hyman on 021 712 5137 or 082 6699 697 or at juneh@worldonline.co.za
      NEW IN THE LIBRARY
BOOKS

Taylor, D. & Ranson, R: Solving the Mystery of Watercolor.

VIDEOS 

Herniman, Barry: Painting Rivers & Valleys, parts 1 & 2
Waugh, Trevor: Winning with Watercolour, parts 1 & 2
NEW PERIODICAL 

Art South Africa, Quarterly - (reflecting contemporary visual art in S.A.)

BIRTHDAY BOOKS

Lynn Brown

Ruskin, John: The Elements of Drawing: illustrated edition with notes by Bernard Dunstan, 2006.

Engelmann, I. J.: Impressionism: 50 paintings you should know, 2007.
COMPETITION
Sasol has launched the search for the 2008 Sasol New Signatures Art Competition winner. The company, in partnership with the Association of Arts Pretoria, is calling on all emerging South African artists to unleash their creative talents and enter the prestigious annual competition, now in its 19th year. The competition carries total prize money of R100 000, comprising an overall first prize of R60 000, a runner-up award of R15 000 and five merit awards of R5 000 each. The winners will be announced at the opening of the competition exhibition at the Pretoria Art Museum on Wednesday, 20 August 2007.  

The competition is open to up-and-coming South African artists, aged 18 years and older, who have not yet held a solo exhibition, apart from an exhibition being held for academic purposes.  Artists are invited to submit one or two art works at six venues across the country or via the Internet. Physical submissions will be accepted at the collection points on Wednesday 2 July 2008 and Thursday 3 July 2008 between 10:00 and 16:00. Internet entries may be submitted from 2 June 2008 to 3 July 2008 at www.sasolsignatures.co.za. 

Please ask Linda to forward more info if you are interested.
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The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

Tel  021-6851877

info@italianartshop.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage irrespective of size of order.
	ARE YOU USING THE BEST PAINTS AVAILABLE?
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My grandfather was also a portrait artist who made his own paints. I have found that Maimeri’s Puro performs exactly like his home made paints that were made with the formulas of the Great Masters. There is no question; Puro is the finest paint available, HANDS DOWN!! It works well with the less expensive Classico line. I use both. Maimeri’s Classico for the under painting, and Puro for its deep vivid colour on all skin tones and final detail work. It is just a fact of life, turn to Germans for cameras and cars, and Italians for wine and fine art supplies and you can’t go wrong.

Reviewed by Anthony C. from MisterArt.com

Maimeri

The best paint you can buy!


Yvonne Currie has framing equipment for sale. There is a mount cutter (Fletcher 2000), an undercutter, a pedal operated guillotine, and other accessories. Please phone Yvonne at 021 789 2310.


SPECIAL 20% DISCOUNT
May is upon us already and you have just one month to go to the exhibition.   Don’t forget we offer a 15% discount to all artists and an extra 5% if you produce your May, 2008 newsletter.  This is available at all our shops for the month of May.  Don’t forget our ready-mades in all sizes and a great variety of mouldings.

We look forward to seeing you.

The Factory Shop  - Ottery:  021 762 6565

Blue Route Mall – Tokai:  021 712 3325

Milnerton –  Stodels: 021 555 3806

CapeTown -  Roeland Street: 021 465 6430
“If you must have predictable results; be a brain surgeon, not an artist.”

Robert Burridge
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EVENTS IN BRIEF


Thursday 15 May: Council Meeting


Thursday 29 May at 7pm:  Still-Life Demo by Karina Behr


Friday 6 June, 9 to 10am: HANGING DAY for MEMBERS’ EXHIBITION 2008  


Saturday 7 June at 12 noon: Opening of SASA’s Members’ Exhibition by Ryno Swart     


Thursday 26 June at 2pm: Lloyd Pollak Illustrated Talk                                                                                     N.B. MORE INFO on PAGE 3.





   SASA PROGRAMME: WHAT’S ON


MONTHLY MEETINGS


Thursday 29 May at 7.00pm: 


Member and professional artist Karina Behr will show us how she goes about creating a still life painting in pastel, starting with tonal and compositional sketches before doing the final painting.


At the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands. 


Entry is R5 for members and R15 for guests, which includes tea. 


The library will be open from 6.00 – 6.45pm. 


Library Queries and Renewals: Angela van Rensburg 021 782 5665 email � HYPERLINK "mailto:angelavr@icon.co.za" ��angelavr@icon.co.za�  


or Jean Grapes 021 686 9372.





Thursday 26 June at 2.00pm: 


Lloyd Pollak will give us an illustrated talk entitled: 'All the Empty Palaces. The Great Russian Merchants and the Revolution'.  Lloyd is an art historian and expert in the decorative arts and is a very entertaining speaker. The library will be open from 1.00 – 1.45pm.





PARKING ISSUES


Members are advised that parking within Boundary Terraces will no longer be available for our afternoon meetings. Members will not be allowed to drive into Boundary Terraces, but should find parking elsewhere, such as in the Municipal parking area next door, Kinkle Way or Campground Road. We recommend that you share lifts and travel together with members from your area. 





EXHIBITIONS


MEMBERS’ EXHIBITION 2008 


As mentioned last month, each SASA member has the opportunity to exhibit ONE work of their choice on the Members’ Exhibition 2008. Please bring your best work, as you represent the Society!  So far only 37 members have informed us that they will be taking part, PLEASE LET US KNOW BY 16 MAY.  (Please contact Linda or Irina if you will be taking part, and also give an indication of the size of the work, by Friday, the 16th of May, at the very latest.) Hanging day will take place on Friday the 6th of June, at which each member will submit his or her work. Work done in a class may be hung at this exhibition, in accordance with your teachers’ policies. All work must be recent, and may not have been on any previous SASA exhibition.


Please Note: This exhibition is quite different from previous ones in that there will be no selection day, so please read the conditions and other info carefully. Only one month to go!


Our Exhibition will be opened on June 7th by Ryno Swart, renowned artist and teacher, and will run until Sunday, June 15th. We hope a record number of members will make an effort to exhibit!





SIZE SPECIFICATIONS 


Small: Longest side no greater than 45cms long. 


Medium: Longest side between 45cm and 1m long. 


Large: Longest side greater than 1m in length.


The conditions of entry with full details, as well as entry forms are included with this newsletter.





POSTERS�We are looking for high quality photos of artwork to put on our exhibition posters, so if you have a good image of the work you will be showing, (300dpi) please send your name, the photo and title of the work to Jessica Brown at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jessicartist@gmail.com" ��jessicartist@gmail.com�.


LIFE DRAWING SESSIONS


These are being planned for June / July. Details will be in the next newsletter.


  


   WATERCOLOUR WORKSHOP WITH MARGIE JOHNSON


   Date: Monday 23 June, at Margie’s studio in Observatory. Price R210 for the day. To book your place please pay Mike Daubermann: see SASA payment details on page 4.  Tea and coffee provided, bring your own lunch. 
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PAYMENTS TO SASA:  Cheques should be made out to S A Society of Artists and unless otherwise specified posted to Mr Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Road, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit?  - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/c, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 101109. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) email: hoags@mweb.co.za  Make sure he has your name, phone number and what you are paying for!  
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