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“Be sensitive to your mistakes. Observe your work. Put it on the wall for a couple of weeks. It may be that you can learn more from the study of your own work, than from others.’

John Sloan (1872 – 1930)

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear members, 

In lieu of a letter from me this month, I would just like to encourage every member to produce a work of art for the upcoming Members’ Exhibition, and to begin work on your three for the Annual Exhibition later this year. It is truly a privilege to have Jill Joubert, the treasured principal and teacher of the Frank Joubert Art and Design Centre, open the Members’ Exhibition this year. I would like to urge all of our members not to be intimidated from presenting your work on this show, which is intended to encourage both emerging and proficient artists. Let me leave you instead with words from Julia Cameron’s “Letters to a Young Artist.” (The essential companion to the Artist’s Way.)

“So, cash and prizes! Congratulations on your grant. It is very nice to have your art so honoured. (And it does tend to quiet down the familial peanut-gallery for a while, doesn’t it?) The trick, of course, is to ignore the honour, not allow it to somehow raise the stakes, and go right on making art. (I am not trying to wet-blanket you by showing you the lead lining. I am just trying to save you some time, so bear with me.) 

A film director friend of mine says the most difficult film to make is the second one. Why? Because of the attention that comes to you for the first. According to my friend, the anonymity of working when no-one knows or cares you are working is an advantage. You are not, in his words, ‘distracted by success’. 

I think that the actual issue is one of self-consciousness. In order to work freely as artists, you must be able to forget ourselves. This happens when we are able to focus on the work moving through us rather than on us making the work. Any time our work is singled out either for praise or its opposite, we are vulnerable to feeling too self-conscious. We begin to work from our ego’s, not from our souls. This is why so many fine artists avoid reading their reviews. They have suffered – and I do mean suffered – from the aftershock. They have endured the self-consciousness of trying to work while with one eye watching themselves working. This is why, as artists, it behooves us always to focus on the art itself, and not on ourselves as its maker. Perhaps so much glorious religious art got made because it was made anonymously. Certainly some of our finest art is made when our ego is the most submerged. Bach wrote weekly for his church – on assignment, as it were – and routinely wrote masterpieces. There is something of being in service to a greater whole – even art itself – that seems to set us free. ”

Lynn Brown

NEW MEMBERS AND NEWS

Welcome to the following new members: 

Noell Andrews

Moira Colquhoun

Thea Darlow
Amir Karp

Henny Lugthart
EXHIBITIONS FEATURING SASA MEMBERS

An exhibition of recent paintings and etchings by Diane Johnson-Ackerman opened on the 10th of May at the Cape Gallery, at 60 Church Street, Cape Town. The exhibition continues until the 30th of May 2009. 

For more information, contact: (021) 423 5309 or visit the website at www.capegallery.co.za.

Christopher Møller Art presents, “Blue”, a group exhibition featuring the paintings of Margot Hattingh, Brigitte Berg, Dianne McNaughton, Ros Molteno, Adele Gordon, Judy McKune, Jen Lewis, Anne Terblanche, Odette Marais, Christine Cherry-Jones, Geoff Burr, David Porter, Susan Hall and Margaret Currie from the 14th to the 30th of May at 82 Church Street, Cape Town. For more information, contact Christopher on (021) 439 3517.

ATHENAEUM TRUST AGM:  7PM on FRIDAY 22 MAY at the ATHENAEUM

The Board of Directors of the Athenaeum Trust invite you, as a representative of a Member Society, to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Athenaeum Trust and to represent SASA. This is one occasion at which Board Members have the opportunity to meet with our Society representatives and discuss matters of mutual interest. Please note that it is the Societies that govern the Athenaeum and not the Board.  This will be a special meeting where we can get together to plan for the road ahead and review the progress to date – the Board would like to take this opportunity to explain the plans and the situation for the expansion and improvements planned and to confirm certain matters with the Societies. Should it be necessary to vote, each society will be accorded one vote at voting time. Drinks and snacks will be served.

The sustainability of the Athenaeum is dependent on its Member Societies and their interaction with each other and with the Board, to ensure the ongoing success of both the societies and the Athenaeum. Do consider getting involved in the running of this valuable asset to our community. 
OPPORTUNITIES AND NEWS

Life Drawing Group

SASA member, Dianne Klein, has started a portrait and life-painting group, from her home in Constantia, where she has a large room available as a studio. The group can accommodate between ten and twelve artists, to meet once or twice a week with a model, for a 2-3 hour session. The fee is R60 per person, per session, to cover the costs of the model, and refreshments, which Dianne provides. This is not a tutored group, but would provide the opportunity for artists to enhance their life-painting skills.

Dianne may be contacted at home on (021) 794 5651, or on her cell at 082 895 5122.
Thoughts from my Studio

SASA Member, Erna Louw, receives a monthly letter from her mentor, John Smith (a Durban-based Professional Artist). If you would be interested in these letters, or would like to be added to the mailing list, please, have a look at John’s website: www.artjunction.co.za/artist-john-smith 

Iziko Book Sale

Iziko Museums of Cape Town will be holding their annual book sale on 16th May 2009, from 10h00 – 15h00 in the Iziko South African National Gallery Atrium. Books, journals, and exhibition catalogues spanning many different genres will be on sale.

LIBRARY NEWS

Many thanks to Brigitte Berg, who gave us a very generous donation of nine videos, primarily of oils and pastels, for the library.  Please note that there will be a sale of back copies of art magazines in the drawing room during tea after the May meeting.
SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands. 

Entry is R5 for members and R15 for guests, including tea. 

THURSDAY THE 28TH OF MAY, 7.00pm: JACQUELINE CLAYTON ILLUSTRATED TALK

Jacqueline Clayton shall be presenting a talk, illustrated by a slide-show presentation, on the work of Pablo Picasso. Jacqueline is from the UK and has extensively studied the history of European Art. She belongs to a prominent art society in London, for whom she has presented her talks on European artists. She has travelled expansively and regularly leads groups on European tours, particularly concerning the art and culture of Florence. Jacqueline has always had a real passion for art and has also taken up painting as a hobby. 
The library will be open from 6.00 till 6.45 p.m.For all library-related queries & renewals: Kindly contact Liz Pearson on (021) 671 8941 or lizp@iafrica.com or Jean Grapes on (021) 686 9372.

SASA EXHIBITIONS

MEMBERS EXHIBITION: 30th of May to 6th of June 2009.

· All paid-up members should have received the documents for this exhibition with the April newsletter, and all members are encouraged to exhibit one of their works at this exhibition, to be held at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. 

· There is no selection day, and each member’s submitted artwork shall be exhibited, in accordance with the rules. 

· This is also the only exhibition held by SASA which allows for work to be submitted, that may have been accomplished in a classroom or teaching situation. (Provided that the artist has that teacher’s permission to do so). This is to encourage new, as well as established, artists to show their work, and thereby stand a chance at selling, often their first, artwork

· As there will be no selection day, in order to plan ahead and ensure a full exhibition, please let us know if you will be taking part – we still have space for some more work! Each member should contact Linda as soon as possible, by e-mail if you have it, otherwise by phone, if you will be taking part. Hanging day shall take place on Friday the 29th of May, at which each member will submit their work.  All work must be recent, and may not have been on any previous SASA exhibition. 
 
SELECTION DAY FOR ANNUAL EXHIBITION: Saturday, 26th of September 2009
This year, selection shall be held at the Rustenberg High School for Girls, on Campground Rd, alongside Rondebosch Common, on the opposite side to the Red Cross.  All members are encouraged to start working toward completing three artworks in any medium/s of their choice, for submission into our showcase exhibition of the year. Works are scored with points by competent external judges, and by submitting 3 works, you place yourself in the running to exhibit in the prestigious 2010 ‘Merit Exhibition’!

WINTER WORKSHOPS:  

Our first workshop planned for this winter will be on acrylic landscape with Donna McKellar. (See table below.) Please fill in the form at the bottom of the page and send in, accompanied by your payment. For queries or more details about the workshop, please phone Helen Estcourt on (021) 686 3904. A list of materials required will be sent to you, once you have booked. Tea and coffee will be provided but please bring your own lunch.  You can view Donna’s website at: http://www.donnamckellar.co.za/
WINTER LIFE DRAWING: 

The life-drawing classes do not provide a tutor, but the sessions are convened, and models provided.

The model shall begin the session with several short 10-minute poses, with short breaks in-between, to become accustomed to the exercise, and we would then move on to longer poses. The time of the last, lengthier pose may be decided on the day, but tends to be about 45 minutes. Half-way through the session, we shall have a short break for tea. (Tea and coffee are provided, please bring your own mug and snack.) Please bring easels or drawing boards to work on, as well as your own materials, whether working in charcoal, pastels or other. Garden and lounge chairs are available, but otherwise there are no stools or tables. 

Please respect the models; no cameras or cell-phone cameras permitted.

See dates and times in table below: Please fill in the form at the bottom of the page, send your payment and indicate which session/s you are booking for. 

Queries: Carol Hadfield carolee.hadfield@gmail.com or 073 203 2263, or Rampedi Molefe 072 125 7595

	Tutor
	Subject
	Date
	Time
	Venue
	Price

	No Tutor -Convenors: 

Carol Hadfield and Rampedi Molefe
	Life Drawing:

Bring own materials 
	Saturday 13th June, 20th June, 27th June and 4th July
(4 sessions)
	9.30am to 12.30pm


	4 Straalen Close, Constantia.

Map available
	R60 per session, or R200 for all four.

	Donna McKellar
	Acrylic Landscape Painting
	Saturday 18 July
	10.00am – 4.00pm
	Jill Allderman Gallery, Kenilworth
	R300


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BOOKING/PAYMENT FORM: LIFE DRAWING and WINTER WORKSHOP

I,…………………………………………………Tel:………….…………. would like to attend the following: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

I am sending R…………..……. in payment of the above.  

Signed………………………………..………………….

Please send cheque or payment proof & this form to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princessvlei Rd, PLUMSTEAD, 7800 

For SASA’s account number and payment details, see the box on page 4 of this newsletter.
“There’s no such thing beneath the heavens as conditions favourable to art. 

Art must crash through or perish.”

Sylvia Ashton-Warner
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Tel 021-6851877

info@italianartshop.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage

irrespective

of size of order.
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

Maimeri Puro oil paint:

Striving for simplicity and purity, putting years of technical experience to work, Maimeri’s company came up with the formulas for the 80 colours in this range one by one. Using the best quality safflower-poppy seed oils that will not yellow and stable pigments which require no additives to produce a perfect impasto, Puro offers top quality, the perfect manufacturing process and the correct balance between binder and pigment. 
Squeeze a tube of Maimeri Puro, and you’re squeezing the very idea of oil colours
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF              





Thursday 28th May at 7.00pm: Jacqueline Clayton talk


30th May to 6th June: Member’s Exhibition (Hanging Day 29 May)                                                                Details of these events on page 3


Saturdays: 13 June to 4 July: Life Drawing Sessions


Saturday 26th September: Selection Day for Annual Exhibition


Saturday 17th October 2009 to Sunday 25 October 2009: Annual Exhibition














PAYMENTS TO SASA:  Cheques should be made out to SA Society of Artists and posted to Mr Mike Daubermann, 


30 Princess Vlei Road, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit?  - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/c, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 101109. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) email: hoags@mweb.co.za 


Please make sure Mike has your name, phone number and what you are paying for!  
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