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“Sketching is the breath of art: it is the most refreshing of all the more impulsive forms of creative self-expression and, as such, it should be as free, and as happy, as a song in the bath”
Mervyn Levy, from Painting For All

Due to the large crowd present at the opening of our Annual Exhibition, many members and guests were unable to hear the opening speech by art journalist, Amanda Botha. As so many members have come forward to request a copy of this speech I have decided to forgo the usual President’s Letter, and insert a copy for all to read.

Please bear in mind that the views expressed in this speech are personal views and are not necessarily the views of the society or of the SASA Council, and no discourse shall be entered into by council regarding its content.

Art as Inspiration, Communication and Celebration

Art is never purely about colour and form. It is about the artists and the moments that inspired them to pick up the brush.  To sincerely appreciate each image in front of you, you need to understand the person behind it. When it comes to people there is so much more than what meets the eye!

I would like to share a few thoughts on art as an inspiration, art as communication and art as celebration.

Art is created in a particular space – space in the broadest possible sense of the word. It is the space on canvas or paper or the mind space of a sculpture; it is the space in which you work – privileged and inspiring or depressing and bleak; it is the space of the mind, the heart and the soul; it is the space of experience –feelings, thoughts and insights.

In whichever way we look at art it is always a form of communication – the need to express; to share and to be understood. It is a powerful tool for outreach – appealing to the sense, the mind and the heart and to engage in what the artist wishes to express.

Art is not about beauty – it is fundamentally about understanding. Beauty appeals to the feeling of well-being which feeds a state of complacency. Art is an aesthetic weapon to challenge the viewer – and the world – to entertain a new concept of understanding - to review perceptions and to look afresh to what the artist wishes to communicate. In our recent past we experienced the power of struggle art – today with our global challenges we are again in a space where a second struggle is imminent.  

The escalating rise of issue-driven people movements is cause for celebration. Though many movements have existed over the past century, the past few years have seen a groundswell of people – and artists in particular – who yearn to belong to something with a conscience.

One of the most inspiring movements is the Durban-based sculptor, Andries Botha’s, humanelephantfoundation – a concept in which he created life size elephants from disposable material and placed them in a landscape as a constant reminder of humanity’s need to be remembered, to be appreciated and respected as feeling – and thinking human beings – away from the programming of a hi-tech material world. Andries Botha’s exhibition of elephants has enjoyed international acclaim and last month UNESCO acknowledged Andries’s installation of elephants in Brussels as one of the world’s best known contemporary art images. Such is the power of art.

There is an intense human need to experience the bond of community, shared values and common identity. As we heed the call to wear authentic hearts on our sleeves, the common threads that unite humanity are woven through joyous giving. What better way to ignite a renewed sense of purpose and to build our new earth? And let me add with haste – the artist’s role and function in this process is – and will always remain - vital.

Through the works of art we can trace some of the meta-texts of South Africa’s social journey. Art works, also as seen on the exhibition, embody further narratives. They suggest detours and alternative paths of South Africa’s journey - the places we might have found ourselves, could not speak of, could have avoided, might otherwise have seen or could only imagine. 

Art after all, reflects states of being rather than the familiar paths of history. It also communicates what is possible in the future. What remains inspiring about the production of art is that an art object exists independently of the meaning we attach to it and, depending on the context; it presents itself differently to each viewer. My sincere congratulations in presenting such a quality exhibition and I wish to express my gratitude for the organising committee. It is an honour to declare the 103rd annual exhibition of the South African Arts Society open.

AMANDA BOTHA art journalist





        Exhibition Opening Speaker, SASA Annual Exhibition, 2009

(Amanda Botha purchased a sculpture before she left, and praised the Society for the high standard of work on display.)
MEMBER NEWS

A warm welcome to the following new members: 

Michelle Porrill
Jayne Galassi
Terrence Kruger
Also, welcome back to Michelle Chambers.

Adolfo McQue who entertained us with such a wonderful oil-painting demo last month shall also be joining us as a member in the new year!   

EXHIBITIONS, OPPORTUNITIES AND NEWS

SA Art Times Article on SASA Annual Exhibition 2009

Look out for the article about the history of SASA and our Annual Exhibition in this month’s edition of the SA Art Times, which is currently available. Many of our artists and works that were on exhibition are featured in a double page colour article in the Art Life supplement.

Lesley Charnock Exhibition

You are invited to view 'Work in Progress', an exhibition of recent paintings in oil by Lesley Charnock at the Cape Gallery, 60 Church Street, Cape Town. The exhibition opened on the1st of November 2009 and closes on 28th November. Enquiries: Tel 021-423 5309 or email web@capegallery.co.za
Paul Birchall Exhibition “Little Karoo Nocturnes”
You are invited to the opening of Paul’s exhibition at 18h00 on Friday 13 November at these four walls gallery, 169 Lower Main Rd, Observatory. It will be open for viewing until the 28th November, from 10.00am until 5.00pm daily and 10.00am till 1.00pm on Saturdays. For more information, call (021) 447 7393 or go to www.thesefourwalls.co.za
Mother Earth Revisited

Des Barnard, Louise Punt-Fouche and Annaliese Brink are exhibiting at the Liebrecht Gallery, 34 Oudehuis St, Somerset West from the 5th to the 28th November. Enquiries: (021) 852 8030. E-mail vineyardartists@gmail.com
‘Artists of the South’ 

You are invited to meet the artists at our monthly exhibition at the Simon’s Town Library Hall (opposite the Police Station). Wine and Snacks will be served at 12 noon on Saturday 14th November. The exhibition will be open daily from Friday 13th November to Sunday 15th November. Regular Exhibitors: Ann Buckby, Pauline Fine, Loretta Carter, Estelle Byrne, Peter Jander, Judy Wheeler and Annemarie Renaud. Guest Artists for November:Heather Maltby, Suzette Duby, Dawn Cairs, Pieter Niemann, Charles Daniels and Bill Bligh. Enquiries to Loretta at (021) 786 3887 or Pauline at 082 831 1578.
Western Cape Doctors Art Group Annual Exhibition

You are invited to the opening on Sunday 15th November at 18h00 at the Constantiaberg Medi-Clinic, Burnham Road, Plumstead. For more info please call Dr Peter Nicolle on 021 683 1974 or e-mail maistre@worldonline.co.za
Minnie Gerber Exhibition 

Minnie Gerber will be holding a solo exhibition in acrylics, oils and watercolour at her home: Bakkerskloof Road, Vredenberg Estate, 20 Swallow Crescent, Helderview. It is her first solo exhibition in the Cape after moving from Pretoria a few years ago. The opening shall be held on Friday the 27th of November at7pm and continues until Sunday the 29th of November at 5pm. For a private viewing after this date, please contact Minnie on 082 415 5394 or (021) 855 1988 to make an appointment.

Western Cape Watercolour Group's Annual Merit Exhibition
The exhibition will open at 5pm on the 25th of November, with snacks and drinks, at the Circle Centre, Main Road, Somerset West. We would be delighted if SASA members could join us at the opening, as all the prize-winners are SASA members! The exhibition will run until the 5th of December. For more information, please call Cherry Nichols on (021) 919 4919 or 082 258 4303.
Dianne McNaughton is conducting a, "Getting Acquainted with Acrylic" workshop on the 12th of December at the Portuguese Association from 9:30am to 4pm.  The cost is R210.  Please contact Dianne at (021) 552 6221 or e-mail dianne.mcnaughton@yahoo.com
New Hout Bay Art Society
A new art society is being planned for Hout Bay. The Hout Bay Society of Artists will have its first meeting at 7pm on Thursday, December the 3rd, at a venue yet to be decided. If you live in Hout Bay and would be interested, please call Suzie Kidd on (021) 791 4815.

FROM THE LIBRARY

A big thank-you to all members who made use of the library this year, and we hope that you found the books, magazines, videos and DVDs useful.  If you have any suggestions for new material for the library, please let us know. Thank you, too, to the many people who donated “birthday” books or videos during the year! I cannot name all these generous members here, but let me remind you that their names are recorded in the items they have donated.

As November shall be our last meeting of the year, no library items will be issued this month. Also, a big PLEASE therefore, to all members to return any library books or videos that are outstanding this month, so that we can complete our stock-taking over December. Please double-check your bookshelves in case you have any books you may have forgotten about!

The library will be up and running again from the January meeting next year and already we have several new DVD’s to be put into circulation. In addition, a special acquisition was made this month, on the recommendation of our President, Lynn Brown. Julia Cameron’s ‘Letters to a Young Artist’ (the same author who brought us “The Artist’s Way”) and is an insightful and inspirational book for all artists, particularly to those new to art practice.  We recommend you keep an eye out for it!

Please note that, from next year, library cards will only be automatically issued to those who utilised the library during this year. However, if you haven’t yet had the opportunity to do so but intend to visit the library next year, just inform Liz Pearson before the first meeting to make sure you are issued with your cards! (Hand-written library cards will not be issued next year.) Finally, to avoid delays and make your library visit more pleasant, we will not be issuing additional library cards (maximum two extras) during library hours. Instead, please notify the librarian during the month to have them ready by the next meeting. So, be sure to get in touch with Liz now if you’ll be wanting those cards in January!    

Have a wonderful end of year break and see you all next year!              

Liz Pearson and Jean Grapes
NOTICES

David O’ Donovan has a box easel for sale, in excellent condition, valued at R400. Please contact him on (021) 786 3346
SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands. 

Entry is R5 for members and R15 for guests, including tea. Thanks to those members who have helped with serving tea this year. If any member would like to help next year, please give Barbara Smithie a ring on (021) 556 8558.
Thursday 26th November at 7.00pm: Eleanor Palmer Competition and Social Evening.
The late Eleanor Palmer was a long-standing member and prolific artist. While President of SASA, she presented a cup to the Society to be awarded annually to a member whose work was voted the best at an annual event at the Athenaeum. This competition is great fun and this wonderful social evening marks the end of the SASA year.

We ask that all members please bring a plate of eats (finger-food or snacks) to add to the occasion. Wine, fruit juice, tea, coffee and glasses will be provided. All partners, friends and family are very welcome to come along as guests, but please note that only members may cast votes in the competition.

Rules for the Eleanor Palmer Competition: (Please read carefully, to avoid disappointment.)

· Only fully paid-up and honorary members may participate. 

· Only one entry may be submitted per member.

· Work in any medium may be submitted.

· Works do not have to be framed.

· Work may not be copied from any source material (For example, publications such as newspapers or magazines) with the exception of occasions where the artist is the author / owns the copyright to the image or has written permission to use such an image. Work submitted must be the original hand-made work of the artist and may not be a photographic or electronic reproduction.

· Work may not be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Work entered may be submitted for selection to a future SASA exhibition.

· Each work will be allocated a number, and voting will be by those members who are present.

SASA EXHIBITIONS

Annual Exhibition 2009

Sixty-three works by 47 artists were sold at this very successful exhibition. Three of our artists sold three paintings apiece! Congratulations to all artists who participated in the Selection Day and exhibition this year!

Merit Exhibition 2010

42 artists who achieved a total score of 25 and above in the Annual Exhibition Selection have been invited to take part in SASA’s prestigious Merit Exhibition, which will open on the 20th of March next year. Those artists eligible to take part have been notified. Any queries can be directed to Linda Howe-Ely.

Members’ Exhibition 2010

We have finalised the dates for this exhibition, which shall be taking place from the 29th of May to the 6th of June 2010. All members are permitted to show their one best work, of their own selection, on this exhibition. We anticipate that there may be a greater deal of interest than usual, with the expected flood of soccer tourists, so start painting!

OUTINGS

Please bring your own, lunch, tea, easel, chair, sunhat, etc. No dogs please!

Saturday 28th November, Tierbos Kloof in Hout Bay,from 9:30 am - 1pm or later.                      Organiser: Sue Kidd.

Directions: From the Main Road in Hout Bay, turn left at the Shell Garage into Andrews Street and go up to the barrier into Tierbos Kloof, a gated estate. Once inside, continue straight over about 3 speed bumps to the squash court and park at Skaife Cottage. There are magnificent views and a covered area under which to sit.

 
Saturday 16th January 2010: Vergenoegd, near Stellenbosch.9.00am – 3.00pm.               Convenor: Patricia Fraser
Directions: Head out on the N2 (Somerset West), take Exit 33 - Macassar. Turn left towards Stellenbosch. Shortly thereafter, look out for the sign to Vergenoegd and Pomegranate restaurant on your right. 

They have requested that we eat in the Rose Garden and please be considerate if a function is being held. 
Should members have doubts about the weather, please phone Patricia on the morning on 083 236 7933. For other queries call Patricia on her landline (021) 683 2387 or e-mail her at pfraser@iafrica.com
“I paint as a bird sings”

Claude Monet (1840 - 1926)
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Tel 021-6851877

info@italianartshop.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch,

Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za

	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

“If you want vibrant "Pure" colors, then look no further. Puro in Italian means pure, this is because they use more pigment and less additives, only poppy oil and pigment, that is why it costs more, because there is more color in the tube. Check out my website to see paintings made with these colors, which I have been using and loving for 7 years.:thumbsup:”

http://www.mattbates.net/
Mail orders our speciality: R21.50 postage irrespective of size of order.


NB. Subscriptions for 2010 will be R200. (Country and student members R120). These are due on 1 January 2010!




NEWSLETTER                     


NOVEMBER 2009 











President: Lynn Brown


Email: lynnbrown@telkomsa.net


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sasa-artists.co.za" ��www.sasa-artists.co.za� 











Patrons: Alice Goldin, Sam Nhlengethwa, Conrad Theys








Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@vitalitybroadband.co.za    





Treasurer:  9.00am – 4.30pm


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF 


Thursday 19th November at 09.30am:	                Council Meeting and luncheon at the home of Lynn Brown                  


Thursday 26th November at 7.00pm:		Eleanor Palmer Competition and Social, Finale to the SASA Diary 2009


Saturday 28th November:                        		Painting outing to Tierbos Kloof, Hout Bay


December 2009:				No Monthly Meeting


Saturday 16th January 2010:                   		Painting outing to Vergenoegd.


Thursday 28 January 2010 at 7.00pm:                    First Monthly Meeting of 2010 
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