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“Colour is that part of art which is the quintessential seat of the magical gift. 

Whereas the subject, form, and line primarily engage thought, colour is of no meaning to the intellect, but holds every power over sensitivity, it stirs up feelings.”

Eugène Delacroix
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

I would like to thank all of those who contributed to the successful Annual Exhibition at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, which closed on Friday evening. It was a great success, and numerous visitors commented on the high standard of work on display. I was very encouraged by the opening address given by Virginia MacKenny, a senior lecturer in painting at the Michaelis School of Fine Art, UCT. Virginia, having been on both sides of the selection process, gave her views on the difficulties of judging and the process of being judged, and urged all members to continue with renewed vigour, to pursue and advance their art. She also very eloquently observed that the ego is fragile but that the spirit is resilient and the trick is in learning the difference between the two.

Virginia also forewarned us not to fall into the trap of trying to anticipate the judges’ tastes in the future, adapting our style or inclinations to suit the panel’s preferences for forthcoming Annual Exhibitions, in the hope of scoring highly. While there is a degree of objectivity in the judging of art, it is also a subjective experience, and next year will introduce a fresh group of judges with different views. Instead, it is imperative that we keep producing work which is true to ourselves and our ideals, filled with, and fuelled by our own energy and beliefs. Otherwise our work will become false and weakened, and not truthful in its execution, and clearly evident to the judges. The theologian, Matthew Fox, said, “The journey the artist makes in turning inward to listen and to trust his or her images is a communal journey.” So do please continue to keep producing work from the heart, and be encouraged!
It was also wonderful to see our fellow artist and patron of SASA, Conrad Theys, looking so well and recovered from his bypass operation earlier this year, and able to attend the opening of the exhibition. For those who were not at the opening, Conrad Theys presented us with another very generous donation of R10 000, to use as we wish for the society.  (His previous donation of 

R10 000 was used to establish our website and has since sustained its upkeep). Conrad spoke briefly, commenting that he did not believe in the idea of being a patron on paper only, but rather that we needed to put something back into the art community, in response to that which has sustained us over the years. He also spoke of our mutual love of art, our colleagues, our earnings through art and the enrichment we have received in our lives due to art. It’s good to hear, also, that Conrad is well enough to paint again and we look forward to seeing what comes off his easel! Our sincere thanks go to Conrad for his generosity, his love of art and promotion of art and artists. We pledge to make use of his donation wisely.
We have only two months left till the year-end, and the next two meetings are bound to be a lot of fun! A Landscape and Life Competition at our monthly meeting at the end of October will be followed by a social meeting at the end of November. Come along and join in: bring your favourite new work along with you to the competition, and see what’s being produced within the society. There will be an opportunity to have our works crit-ed by two proficient artists; an opportunity for a fresh eye to view our work and offer praise and advice. I hope to see as many members participating as were present at our Eleanor Palmer evening, which was a great success and produced work of a very high standard. Psychologist, Otto Rank, argues that “the collective unconscious, not rugged individualism, gives birth to creativity”, so let’s meet with each other, and get creative!
Lynn Brown

NEW MEMBERS AND NEWS

The society would like to welcome the following new members: 

Heather Auer

David Beatty

Mike Forrester
Betty George

Jenny Howitt

Laura Schenck

Sadly, the Society lost one of our members in September. Our deepest condolences go to the family and friends of Errol Marshall, who shall be dearly missed. Errol had had three paintings accepted at selection day, but passed away before the exhibition opened. In accordance with the family’s wishes, the paintings were placed on exhibition, but were not available for sale.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

The Council has determined that the subscription for 2009 will need be raised to R180, however, country membership will remain at R100, and student membership will remain at R90. The subs for 2009 are due by the end of January of next year. Please note that members who have not paid their subscription fees by the end of April shall be considered to have lapsed their membership, and would then have to reapply for membership in order to participate as a member of the society. Please ensure, therefore, if you plan a long sojournment over this period, that you pay up for the forthcoming year beforehand. 

NEWSLETTERS

If you are currently receiving your newsletter by post, and would prefer to receive your monthly newsletter promptly by email, please contact Linda as soon as possible at lindahe@discoverymail.co.za  Nearly half our members get their newsletter this way.

ACCOLADES

Eileen Bass, Caerli Hare, Judy Wheeler and Solly Gutman all had their work accepted and exhibited at the recent Kirstenbosch Biennale 2008, an exhibition of botanical fine art; a great honour. Solly was also awarded a bronze medal, Congratulations! 

See Solly’s website: www.scraperboardart.co.za

OUTINGS

The Society is looking for a volunteer/s to take over the planning and organising of outdoor painting sessions for the duration of the summer months, at which our members could get together and attend as a group, in safety (usually on a Saturday, when most members can participate). Our previous organiser of outdoor sessions and Council Member, Helen Estcourt, has done this amazing task for many years and can provide an outline of what it would entail to run a group of this nature. She may be contacted on 021 686 3904.

LIFE DRAWING SESSIONS

We have had several requests to keep a life-drawing class going all year round, instead of the short course held over the winter months, hopefully on a weekly basis. This will probably be situated at the Athenaeum and be available for members to attend as it suits them (at a small cost to cover model and venue fees). Rampedi Molefe, a Council Member, has volunteered to co-ordinate this effort, but needs a small group of enthusiastic members to stand in for him and share a roster-type arrangement in being present on certain weeks. They will obviously be able to participate in the class as well. Interested members, please contact Rampedi on 072 125 7595.

OPPORTUNITIES

VEO Gallery invites artists to participate in their Christmas Miniatures Exhibition, which will open at the VEO Gallery, at 28 Jarvis Street, De Waterkant, on Thursday, the 5th of December 2008. There will be no specified theme for this exhibition, although subject matter that lends itself to the festive theme is encouraged. Works in any medium are acceptable, but must meet the stipulated size restriction. Please ensure that images of your submitted works reach the VEO Gallery by Monday the 24th of November 2008. They will inform successful participants by 26 November 2008. Contacts: 021 421 3278 or glynis@veo.co.za
‘The Perfect Canvas’ by Woolworths. Members may already be familiar with this project, launched some years ago by Woolworths, in partnership with the S A National Association for the Visual Arts (SANAVA). Woolworths have introduced a new eco-friendly and re-usable shopping bag which portrays positive, uplifting and proudly South African works of art. The image on the bag is to be changed every few months to highlight as many different artists as possible. In addition to having their work exposed, the selected artists will receive a R5 000 fee for the use of their art during the period that it appears on the bag. For more information, please go to http://www.woolworths.co.za/caissa.asp 

If you are interested in participating, please post postcard-size photographs or colour copies of work to Tom McLaughlin, Woolworths, PO Box 680, Cape Town, 8000, or email it to TomMcLaughlin@woolworths.co.za. Do not send slides! Any medium (oils, pastels, watercolours, photography etc) may be used. The final printed size of the picture on the bag is 430mm (w) x 300mm (h). Bear in mind that any submissions that differ from these proportions will require cropping.  

MONTEBELLO CONTAINER GALLERY The Montebello Design Centre has refurbished a container at Montebello as a gallery space for small art and craft exhibitions.  Please contact Fiona Pape for further information regarding the rental of this space.

Montebello Design Centre, 31 Newlands Ave, Newlands 7708. Tel 021 685 6445 or 073 212 1663 or montebello@telkomsa.net  

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands. 

Entry is R5 for members and R15 for guests, which includes tea. 

Thursday 30 October at 7.00pm: LANDSCAPE AND LIFE COMPETITION 

This competition is free and open to all members.  Members present on the day of the competition shall vote for the winner. Guests and non-members are welcome to attend and enjoy the evening, but are not permitted to participate in the voting procedure.

The rules are as follows:
· Only paid-up members and honorary members may participate, and artists wishing to participate must be present at the competition.
· Only landscape or life subject matter is permitted for this competition. Portraits or figure studies must therefore necessarily have been drawn, painted, or sculpted from a live model.
· One entry per member.

· Work may be in any medium.

· Works do not have to be framed.

· Work may not be copied from any publication or photographs (Unless, in the case of a landscape, the artist owns the copyright to the image).

· Work cannot be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Work submitted must be the original hand-made work and cannot be a photographic or electronic reproduction.

· Work entered may be submitted for selection to a future exhibition of SASA.

Artists will also have the opportunity, after the competition, to receive an informal crit and feedback from two experienced artists on hand. These sessions have been met with great success in the past, and all artists are urged to make use of this wonderful opportunity!
The library will be open from 6.00 till 6.45pm. 

Library queries & renewals: Angela van Rensburg: 021 782 5665 or angelavr@icon.co.za or Jean Grapes at 021 686 9372.

Please note: Members are welcome to return an item through another member & collect their library cards from the librarians at the next meeting they attend.
Thursday 27 November at 7.00pm:  END OF YEAR SOCIAL – more details next month!

SASA MERIT EXHIBITION 2009

The date for this event is still to be confirmed and will be advertised in due course. Members are eligible to take part in the Merit Exhibition for the coming year if they have attained a total score of 22 points or more at this year’s Annual Selection Day. Each artist shall be individually notified as to the number of paintings they are entitled to contribute to the forthcoming show. It is an unselected exhibition of recent work, and in the event of a sale, the artists are welcome to replace the sold work with another recent art piece.
EXHIBITIONS

Foam Along the Waterline – Virginia MacKenny (23 September – 11 October)

For those members who enjoyed Virginia’s encouraging opening address at our Annual Exhibition, or even those that might have missed it, we were afforded the wonderful opportunity of joining the artist on a walkabout of her exhibition at the Irma Stern Museum. An unprecedented turnout of about 38 of our members met Virginia for the walkabout at the upstairs gallery on Tuesday, the 7th October. The exhibition comprised a collection of paintings and etchings resulting from four years of research and work, and we were entranced by her reminiscences and explanations. Virginia shared how her musings and concerns had culminated in the collection of works before us. Her beautifully painted works and the understated manner in which they are rendered, created many an entry point into the meaning behind each work, allowing each of us to relate in our own way to the works as well as the artist.  Her theme focused on concerns regarding the ‘ecological duress’ under which we live and the effect this has on our psyche and wellbeing. 

Those present at the opening or the walkabout will agree that Virginia is an excellent and unaffected speaker and teacher, with an extraordinary depth of knowledge and accompanying practical ability which she imparts with ease and fluidity. Virginia has very kindly offered to give us a talk at a monthly meeting early in the New Year, so be sure to watch this space and not miss this opportunity!   

Artists of the South – November

The Monthly Exhibition will be held at the Simon’s Town Library Hall, opposite the Police Station. There is a diverse selection of affordable artwork available every second weekend of the month. You are invited for wine and snacks at midday on Saturday 8th November. Open Friday, November 7th: 10am–5pm. Sat & Sun 8th & 9th: 9am–5pm.   
Regular exhibitors include Loretta Carter, Ann Buckby, Estelle Byrne, Pauline Fine, Peter Jander, Judy Wheeler and Annemarie Renaud. The Guest Artists for November are Jozi Barnard, June Hofmeyr, Loraine England, Val Parry and Elva Palombo. 

Any enquiries can be directed to Loretta Carter on 021 786 3887.
 
Greatmore Studios 10th year Anniversary Raffle
A special art raffle has been scheduled for 14 November 2008. 112 works on paper are up for grabs. They anticipate selling 224 tickets which will give ticket holders a 50% chance of winning an original artwork. Raffle tickets are for sale at R1 600.00 each. Please visit http://www.greatmoreart.org/ for an exclusive preview of artwork on offer. Enquires around ticket sales may be forwarded to André Barnard at artmore@mweb.co.za.
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Lecture series by Lloyd Pollak 

An art tour with Lloyd Pollak through four of the world’s greatest galleries: The Hermitage, The Jean Getty Museum, The Courtauld Institute and Berlin’s National Galerie. The series commences on Wednesday 15th October.  Please email Lizzie O’Hanlon sangfriends@iziko.org.za or telephone her on 021 467 4662 to find out more or to book to attend the series.

Outing To Stellenbosch
An outing to the Exhibition of Rodin’s Sculpture, as well that of Dylan Lewis, at the Rupert Museum, Stellentia Avenue, Stellenbosch, has been organised by Amelia du Toit, a member of the Athenaeum Trust on Saturday 8 November. She has arranged a bus and a special entrance fee of R10 for pensioners and R20 for others. The bus fare will be R100, but this price may go down if there are enough participants. The plan is to leave from the Athenaeum, and to be back in Cape Town by 2pm, allowing for some time to have tea in Stellenbosch before leaving there. If you are interested please phone Amelia at 021 782 3760 before 10am or after 6pm.
NOTICE

Pam Cox has a French easel for sale, hardly used, at R400. Kindly contact her on 021 685 7225.
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Tel 021-6851877

info@italianartshop.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage irrespective of size of order.
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

NEW IN STOCK-

Wonderful full-length Sennelier artist aprons. A must have and a wonderful gift idea!

Our new stock of pocket kolinsky brushes has finally arrived!! Retractable, top quality brushes for the travelling watercolourist-another perfect gift idea!



The December holidays will be with us before we

know it and the visitors will be arriving.  Don’t

leave all your framing until the last minute

especially those presents you received last year and

haven’t framed yet!!   Don’t forget our 15% artists discount.

Blue Route has new range of gifts and frames so please pop in and have a browse.

Our poster special is going very well and popular with the young.  Framed up with a simple black/brown frame only R395.00. Wonderful selection of posters.

Please visit us at any one of our Branches
The Factory Shop – Ottery:  021 762 6563

Blue Route Mall – Tokai:  021 712 3325

Milnerton – Stodels:  021 555 3806

Cape Town - Roeland Street:  021 465 6430


“Colour is born of the interpenetration of light and dark”

-Sam Francis (1923-1994)

Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@discoverymail.co.za    





Treasurer


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 











NEWSLETTER                     


OCTOBER 2008











President:  Lynn Brown


Tel: 021 531 5664 lynnbrown@telkomsa.net


www.sasa-artists.co.za











Patrons: Alice Goldin, Sam Nhlengethwa, Conrad Theys
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DIARY


Thursday 23 October at 10am: Council Meeting


Thursday 30 October at 7.00pm: Landscape and Life Competition  - for rules and more details see page 3                                                            


Thursday 27 November at 7.00pm:  End of Year Social  


January 2009 – Subs Due!  R180                                                              
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PAYMENTS TO SASA: Cheques should be made out to SA Society of Artists and unless otherwise specified posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Rd, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit? - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/c, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 101109. 


Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) email: hoags@mweb.co.za 


N.B. Make sure he has your name, phone no and what you are paying for!  Subs for 2009 are R180.
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