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“Every artist dips his brush into his own soul, and paints his own nature into his pictures.”

Henry Ward Beecher (1813 - 1887)

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

For those who attended our belated September Monthly Meeting, I’m sure you will agree that the illustrated talk presented by Barry Gibb on the lives and work of Francis Bacon and Lucien Freud made for an informative and interesting evening. Though the work by these artists may not be to everyone’s taste, it was nevertheless fascinating to learn more about the context in which these artists practiced, and to broaden our outlook through being exposed to different artistic styles and theory.

Selection Day Feedback: You may wish to file & keep these notes to refer back to, next year!
On Saturday, the 26th of September, SASA held a very successful Selection Day for our showcase exhibition of the year, the Annual Exhibition. I wish to forward a big thank you to all members who participated and brought their work along to be included. We had an excellent turnout of 206 members participating, who submitted an exceptional total of 591 works for consideration. Once again, as was the case last year, we had a record number of participating artists and entries, with approximately 100 more artworks submitted and 100 more members taking part than the previous year! It was also encouraging to see how many different mediums were represented, with an increase in the number of sculptures submitted, as well. It is surely a very humbling experience to view this many excellent works in one place at one time, and a truly daunting task for the six selectors to score each work, determining which works are displayed and which not, on the exhibition. The judges and all of the exhausted but hard-working council members and volunteer helpers deserve much praise for the part they all played in the success of the day.

I have heard and seen some members absolutely ecstatic at having their work scored highly enough to be included on the show, which is wonderful. However, some others, who perhaps had fewer or none of their works chosen this year, were overheard to remark that their work was ‘rejected’ by the selectors, and declared that they will not be participating again. In response, I just wish to reiterate what I said at our monthly meeting last week; participating in the selection process is itself an achievement, amidst the high standard of SASA members’ work. Do please bear in mind that no decision to accept or reject works is taken, in fact, not even the judges know which works have got through until the end of the proceedings! 

For greater transparency, I would like to outline the procedure simply, for those who may not have a clear idea of how the selection process works. SASA makes use of the same selection system used by the Royal Academy, after many different procedures had been tried and tested over the years, in order to arrive at the fairest possible method of selection. We have been commended on this method by selectors and members alike, particularly for its fairness. All selectors are independent, that is, they are not members of SASA, and are chosen as leaders in their fields of expertise with profound experience and understanding of art.

· All works submitted are allocated a number in lieu of their names being visible. The artist’s name is covered and each person’s work is divided between different groups, A, B and C. These are viewed separately, far apart from each other, to avoid any associations being made between an artist’s different works.

· The selectors first engage in a collaborative assessment of the group of submitted artworks as a whole, to determine the general standard of work represented on the day, and discuss at length the scoring criteria, etc. Then, the judges are seated each at their own desk, alongside each other, with a scoring wheel before each selector. They are unable to view each other’s scores at any time and the remaining procedure is carried out in silence. 

· The works of art are presented before the panel of 3 selectors one at a time. Only the title and medium are announced to the judges. (They may ask for the work to be brought nearer to view details and technique, etc.) We are informed when the selectors are satisfied that they have viewed the work enough to make a decision.

· The judges each give a particular work a mark of between 1 and 4, culminating in a final score out of a possible 12, from all three judges, for each work.

· Working on a computer program specifically devised for this purpose, our scribe (as a safeguard) and computer operator view and record each score under the judge’s name for that particular numbered work and the computer tallies up the total for each work. Works which achieve a score of 9 or above are separated from the rest, organized into categories, and from this select group, the prize-winners are selected by the judges at the end of the proceedings. These prizes will be awarded at the opening of the Annual Exhibition.

· At the end of the day’s proceedings, when all works have been marked by the judges and their scores recorded, our very clever programme adds up each artist’s score for the works entered that day i.e. a possible score total out of 36 (for 3 works).

· These scores are then placed into alphabetical order, number allocation, and descending score marks.

· According to the descending scores, the SASA Council determines a threshold score for those works which are then accepted onto the Annual Exhibition, according to the number that may be accommodated into our exhibition venue: the Sanlam Hall at Kirstenbosch (Approximately 240 paintings of a medium size). This year, the threshold score included scores of 8 and above, which gave us the desired number of works. Last year, the cut-off score was 7, but this year this would have included far too many works. On average, 1 in 3 works entered made it through, this year.

· As an example: 2 Judges may award a fairly high mark to a particular work; say 3 out of 4 each, but the third may not give it as much credit and vote a 1 for it. This work would achieve a mark of 7 out of 12. This is not necessarily a bad score. Two of the judges determined it to be good, out of the three. However, we are all competing for wall space at Sanlam Hall, and this year there are enough works with a higher score than 7 to fill the walls.

· Please do not take this assessment as a personal failure! Neither you nor your works are rejected. We can only accommodate a certain number of works, hence the necessity for a selection day.

· Next year will provide a different panel of judges, with not necessarily the same outlook, and another opportunity to get onto this prestigious exhibition. Many members who had no work accepted last year, had work(s) accepted this year. Certainly do not give up, and instead, start work now already for next year’s exciting selection day.  It is a wonderful opportunity to take up the challenge, improve your art and showcase your work amongst peers. Do make use of it, and don’t shy away!   

· Any member scoring 90 or more points out of a possible 108 marks from their best 3 years in any group of 4 consecutive years is awarded fellowship to the society with certain privileges.

The Annual Exhibition and Award ceremony will be opened by art journalist, Amanda Botha, at 12 noon on Saturday, the 17th of October. The exhibition will run until the 25th of October at Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. Do come along to support your friends, and the society, and see the final collection of works to be displayed this year. Our selectors have had a very difficult task to perform, and have determined for us, a selection of excellent works. The opening is always an enjoyable and exciting day, and many sales are made, so do come and join us to see the exhibition. 


Lynn Brown
MEMBER NEWS

A warm welcome to the following new members:             
Shelley Banfield

Genevieve Rosochacki

Margie Volkwyn

Marilena Lister

Aaron Tomsana

Welcome back as well, to Doreen Gowans.

EXHIBITIONS, OPPORTUNITIES AND NEWS

Women and Water Exhibition:  Gwen Rickard is taking part in an exhibition called Women and Water which will open on the 30th of October at De Meye Wine Farm on the Elsenburg Road, in Muldersvlei, Stellenbosch. The exhibition will be on show for two weeks, and all are welcome to come and view the artworks, as well as to taste the wonderful wines that De Meye has to offer. If anyone is interested in attending the opening, please contact Cathy Milner on 073 195 9082 for more details.

Artists of the South:  Our October monthly exhibition will be at the Simon’s Town Library Hall, opposite the Police Station. It will be open from Friday the 9th until Sunday the 11th of October, from 9am - 5pm daily. Wine and snacks will be served at 12 noon Saturday 10th October. Regular exhibitors: Loretta Carter, Ann Buckby, Pauline Fine, Estelle Byrne, Peter Jander, Judy Wheeler & Annemarie Renaud. For details, please call Loretta on (021) 786 3887 or Pauline at 082 831 1578.
Peter Matthews Exhibition:  New member Peter Matthews will be holding an exhibition at the BST + Friends Gallery, Shop1, St. Georges Building, St. Georges Street, Simons Town. It will be open for viewing from the 2nd until the 14th November, from 10.30am until 4.30pm daily. For more information, please call 021 786 4433 or e-mail marina@bstandfriends.com.
In the News:  On the 13th of September 2009, The Sunday Independent devoted nearly a full page to an article about member Paul Birchall and his work in their “Life” supplement.
Kerri Evans Painting Demonstration: Renowned artist, Kerri Evans, shall be holding two not-to-be-missed painting demos at Bishops (Diocesan College) Campground Road, Rondebosch on the 9th of October. The afternoon session is fully booked but there are still places available for the evening demo, which takes place from 5:30 to 8pm. The cost is R120.00. If you are interested please contact Ashley Bestbier at 083 3102 902 or e-mail her at silwood@telkomsa.net / westbury@iafrica.com for further details. 

The Spier Contemporary 2010:  All artists resident in South Africa are invited to reflect upon their experiences, aspirations and visions through new work submitted to this competition/exhibition. The deadline for submissions is the 30th October 2009. The Spier Contemporary was begun in 2007/08, immediately becoming the largest biennale art competition and exhibition in South Africa. Entry details are available on the website: www.spiercontemporary2010.co.za.

Pebbles Project: The Pebbles Project is aimed at helping children and young people affected by drugs, specifically alcohol, through the creative outlet of art, which can function as therapy.  The project currently teaches 15 learners at a time, during the school term, and is in need of any donations or art materials or funding. To contribute, please contact Cathy Milner on 073 195 9082 or e-mail 0835755918@mtnloaded.co.za. 

Watercolourists Wanted:  Jacqueline Attwood is interested in starting or joining a watercolour painting group, for mutual encouragement and motivation. If you are interested in joining, or can recommend a group, please contact her on 021 797 2768.
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Tel 021-6851877

info@italianartshop.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za

	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

INTRODUCING TO SOUTH AFRICA-
SENNELIER SOFT PASTELS!!
Arriving soon
Sennelier is world famous for their soft pastels. A Sennelier extra soft pastel is composed of high quality pure pigment grounded with a natural transparent binder.
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Dark sets, Light sets, intro sets- all available soon

Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage

Irrespective of size of order


SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands. 

Entry is R5 for members and R15 for guests, including tea. Thanks to all those members who have helped with preparing and serving the tea at our meetings this year. If any member would like to help at either of our next two meetings for the year, we would be most appreciative! If you would be available to assist us in this way, please give Barbara Smithie a ring on (021) 556 8558.
Thursday 29th October at 7.00pm: Oil Painting Demo by Adolfo Mcque. 
Adolfo will be giving us an oil painting demonstration using watercolour sketches as his source at our monthly meeting in October. For more info on Adolfo please see www.adolfomcque.co.za
Thursday 26th November at 7.00pm: Eleanor Palmer Competition and Social Evening.
The late Eleanor Palmer was a long-standing member and prolific artist. While President of SASA, she presented a cup to the Society to be awarded annually to a member whose work was voted the best at an annual event at the Athenaeum. This competition is great fun and this wonderful social evening marks the end of the SASA year.

We ask that all members please bring a plate of eats (finger-food or snacks) to add to the occasion. Wine, fruit juice, tea, coffee and glasses will be provided. All partners, friends and family are very welcome to come along as guests, but please note that only members may cast votes in the competition.

Rules for the Eleanor Palmer Competition: (Please read carefully, to avoid disappointment.)

· Only paid-up members and honorary members may participate. 

· One entry per member.

· Work may be in any medium.

· Works do not have to be framed.

· Work may not be copied from any source material (For example, publications such as magazines) with the exception of where the artist is the author / owns the copyright to the image.

· Work submitted must be the original hand-made work and cannot be a photographic or electronic reproduction.

· Work may not be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Work entered may be submitted for selection to a future SASA exhibition.

· Each work will be allocated a number, and voting will be by those members who are present.

SASA EXHIBITIONS

Annual Exhibition

Hanging Day will be held on Friday the 16th of October. All selected works with a score of 8 or above must be brought to the Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch (Gate 2) between 10 and 11am. For the hanging fees and other details, please see form 3A of the exhibition documents. Please also make sure that your work is ready for hanging, (i.e. it must have hooks and cord at the back). The opening is at 12 noon on the following day, Saturday the 17th of October. All participating artists are asked to please bring a plate of snacks to the opening! The exhibition will close on Sunday the 25th October, when all unsold work must be collected.

Merit Exhibition 2010

Those artists eligible to take part in this exhibition will be notified shortly after the October Council meeting.

OUTINGS

Tuesday 13th October, 9.00am – 3.00pm. The Good Shepherd Church, Rhodes Drive.

We shall again be visiting this picturesque little church, opposite the entrance to Kirstenbosch, at the corner of Rhodes Drive and Kirstenbosch Road. Please be careful not to park too close to the church so as to avoid obstructing other artists’ views of it. 

Convenor: Patricia Fraser. Should members have doubts about the weather, please phone Patricia on the morning on 083 236 7933. For other queries call Patricia on her landline: (021) 683 2387 or e-mail her at: pfraser@iafrica.com
Details of an outing in November will be in next month’s newsletter.

“For sheer excitement you can keep movie premières and roller-coasters.

An empty white canvas waiting to be filled. That’s the thing.”

Pam Brown b1928
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Email: lynnbrown@telkomsa.net
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Patrons: Alice Goldin, Sam Nhlengethwa, Conrad Theys








Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@vitalitybroadband.co.za    





Treasurer:  9.00am – 4.30pm


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF 


Thursday 15th October:	Council Meeting at 9.30am at the Athenaeum                      


Friday 16th October:                 Hanging of Annual Exhibition                                                  


Saturday 17th October:	Annual Exhibition Opening, Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch         (Details of these events on page 4)


Thursday 29th October:	Oil Painting Demo by Adolfo Mcque 


Thursday 26th November: 	Eleanor Palmer Competition and Social, Finale to the SASA Diary 2009
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