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“Art is a staple of mankind...So urgent, so utterly linked with the pulse of feeling that it becomes the singular sign of life when every other aspect of civilisation fails.”

                                                                  Jamake Highwater, from Fodor’s Indian America, 1975

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Firstly, I would like to extend a big apology to all members for the lack of sound at our Jenny Merritt demonstration last month. Some practical aspects of the meetings are out of our control, even beyond a quick-fix solution, and although the sound problem at the Athenaeum has now been corrected, I do hope that the lack of amplification on the night did not ruin the demonstration for anyone present. If your pleasure of the event was in any way subdued on the evening, please accept our humble apologies. 

As the SASA AGM and Drawing Competition draw nearer, to be held on Thursday the 25th of February, at 7pm, I would encourage our members on 2 points:

Firstly, regarding our Annual Drawing Competition, (for which a trophy and prizes are awarded):

This year, our theme for this Competition is the phrase, ‘Flotsam and Jetsam’ which is open to interpretation, whilst keeping true to this theme. Living as we do on a peninsula, we have so much fresh and inspiring material to consider and use, it will probably be difficult to keep to the rule of submitting only one drawing each for this competition! The rules are clearly defined in this newsletter, so please read through these rules very carefully to avoid disappointment on the evening. Please take particular note of the monochromatic rule, and comments relating to permissible materials which can be utilised. To keep the competition fair and above board, all works not complying exactly with the rules laid out, shall be inadmissible to this competition. 

Drawing is the basis of all of the fine arts, and as such, this competition affords us the opportunity to train our eye and observation skills, and practise these skills. I do hope that this year will show a multitude of diverse and ingenious works, which all of us who are present on the evening can enjoy viewing and voting for.  Last year’s drawing competition was enormous fun, and the theme, ‘Flight of Fancy’ which was won by Nola Muller with her ‘Stay in the Fast Lane' was transformed into a magnificent painting in our Annual Exhibition later, and sold to an American couple on Opening Day of the Exhibition. So who knows where this competition could lead you?

Secondly, the AGM is incredibly important this year: 

Even if you do not intend to participate in the drawing competition, it is still very important that you attend the AGM. You will certainly gain enjoyment from seeing all the works submitted, and, as a member, you are still encouraged to participate in the voting! We have two council members leaving this year: Rampedi Molefe, (who will be concentrating on his Master’s degree in Architecture) and Helen Estcourt, (who has been on Council in various portfolios for eight long years would like to get back to painting and more leisure time!) New members need to be nominated and seconded to fill this void, and in addition, we desperately need another member or two. With the increase in growth of SASA membership and the subsequent increased participation in events, this translates into extra work for Council, and necessitates more hands to make light work. Don’t be scared to get involved! This is your society as much as it’s anybody’s, and if you can play a positive role in any one of our many portfolio options, then we need you! All you need is a love of art, a determination for SASA to succeed in its objectives, and to play a contributory role.

There will also be a short discussion at our AGM this year concerning the continued prevalence of cheating in competitions and exhibitions, by disregarding both SASA regulations and copyright rules, committing criminal offences in the process. Understandably, this places our society into disrepute and an embarrassing situation. As our council feels that the rules are sufficiently explained and publicised to all members, and are indeed required to be signed by participating members for any exhibition, these offences appear to be deliberately executed. We currently have no disciplinary procedure in place in our constitution for such incidents, and so need to implement some guide to prevent this practise from recurring. Remember, these fraudulent entries, when undiscovered, are often issued prizes, awarded points and accolades that they do not deserve, whilst other artists who have adhered to the rules are side-lined. Please give this issue some thought, as a vote will be taken concerning the repercussions of cheating and copying of other’s work illegally in a society such as ours, which has such a proud history.













Lynn Brown
COUNCIL MATTERS

What is a Society? 
The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines the word (in the sense of an organisation such as SASA) as “An association of persons united by a common aim or interest or principle.”  Wikipedia’s definition is: “Used in the sense of an association, a society is a body of individuals outlined by the bounds of functional interdependence.”

With our Annual General Meeting coming up, it’s worth thinking about this. The society you belong to, the South African Society of Artists, depends on its members for its continued existence. It is not a company or business where you simply pay and sit back and expect services to be provided. Apart from the secretary, all our Council members work for absolutely no remuneration at all. Some of our Council members have been doing this for up to eight years! Don’t you think it’s time YOU did your bit too? Some art societies have almost collapsed recently because none of their members were prepared to do anything. It could happen to SASA too!  

As one of our previous Council members wrote:”This Society is what the members make it. Our collective energy, enthusiasm and input will make it what we want it to be.” While we do have a lot of members willing to help, especially with exhibitions, we need more members to come forward and join the Council. See poem on page 4!
Some of our Council members will be standing down this year, so we will be needing some new people. We are looking for people who could help with duties such as setting up the microphone, projector and/or videoing demos, putting up stands before exhibitions, moving furniture before and after meetings, and organising drinks at exhibition openings. We also really need some men to join us.  So come along, put your hand up and get involved! 

The AGM is also the time to air any issues of concern you may have regarding YOUR Society!
MEMBER NEWS

A warm welcome to the following new members: 

Sheena Baissac                      
Pam Eek                              
Pieter Niemann                          Joan Stephens
Claudette Barnes                    
Ingrid Gold                          
Richard Pietersen                      Simone Webb

Michael Chase                        
June Henry                        
Joan Saycell                              Suzette Duby

Moraig de Witt                          
Patricia McKenzie              
Yvonne Sommeling

Janine Downing                     
Fiona Nichols                 
Charme Southey

EXHIBITIONS INVOLVING SASA MEMBERS

DALEBROOK FIGURE DRAWING GROUP will hold an exhibition at Nova Constantia Cellars, Nova Constantia Road, off Spaanschemat Rd., Constantia, from the 20th - 26th February.  It will be opened by Peter Clarke (introduced by Liz Vels) at 12.30 on Saturday, 20th February (complimentary wines by Klein Constantia). Peter and Liz, well-known South African artists, have both been members of the group.  This vibrant group contains many professional and practising artists who meet every week to hone their life drawing and painting skills, using live models. Quite a few are SASA members. The exhibition, which will consist of direct multi-media drawings, and also work extended into paintings, etchings, collages, and sculptures, will be open from 10a.m. to 5 p.m. daily and from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday, 21st. Enquiries: Jean Nixon 021 782 6765 or jeanknixon@gmail.com
ORIGINAL CAPE ART:  An exhibition of paintings by 22 local artists can be viewed at the Sanlam Hall, Kirstenbosch from Saturday 6th March until Thursday 18th March.  The exhibition will be opened at 12:00 on Saturday 6th. If you are interested in attending, please contact Dianne, 021 5526221 for an invitation.  Open daily from 10:00 until 17:00.

“ENDURING” GROUP EXHIBITION at Nova Constantia (access from Spaanschemat or Klein Constantia Roads) will be held from 18th -28th March. The art is varied, ranging from abstract works, figurative works, landscapes and imagi-native pieces. Open daily from 10h00–17h00, (except Sundays 10h30-12h30.)  Contact Debbie Field:(021) 7975865.
ARTISTS OF THE SOUTH will be holding their next monthly exhibition from Friday the12th until Sunday the 14th of March. You are invited to meet the artists at the Simon’s Town Library Hall (opposite the Police Station). Wine and Snacks will be served at 12 noon on Saturday 13th March and the exhibition will be open daily. Regular exhibitors include Ann Buckby, Pauline Fine, Loretta Carter, Estelle Byrne, Peter Jander, Judy Wheeler and Annemarie Renaud.  Guest artists are Claire Ross, Solly Gutman, Christine Farrington, Val Parry and Elva Palombo. Enquiries: Loretta at (021) 786 3887 or Pauline at 082 831 1578.
SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER: Membership Subscription fees were due on January the 1st of this year for 2010!
Thanks to all those members who have paid their subs for 2010 so far. Your membership cards will be available for collection at the next meeting. If you cannot attend, please ask Linda to post it to you. 

To those members who have as yet not paid up, please make sure your subs are paid by the end of February at the latest, as your membership will automatically be cancelled at this point, and you will be required to rejoin thereafter to remain a member, including paying the joining fee as you will be considered a lapsed member. Subscriptions have increased this year to R200, while Country members will now pay R120. Country Members now include those members residing in Paarl and Somerset West! If you wish to take part in the Drawing Competition or Merit Exhibition, remember that you must be a paid-up member. Payment details are below:

PAYMENTS TO SASA: Cheques should be made out to SA Society of Artists and, unless otherwise specified, posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Rd, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit? - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/c, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 108809. Please fax or post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) email: hoags@mweb.co.za N.B. Please remember to notify Mike of your name, phone number and the nature of your payment!
LIBRARY NEWS

Dear library users, thank you so much for your help in the smooth transition from 2009 to 2010 - all those who have paid their subs to date and used the library during 2009, will have library cards issued.  However, if you didn't use the library last year and would like to start using it this year, please let me know so I can let you have cards as well.  You can email me on lizp@iafrica.com.

We did notice during our annual stock take that members have not been taking out books on artists.  There are some wonderful books ranging from the Old Masters, through the Impressionists to modern day painters.  Check this section out when you're in the library again - there really are some gems! We can learn so much from other artists, from their styles, thoughts and methods. Members please take note that library cards cannot be processed unless your membership has been paid. If you pay on the evening of the February monthly meeting (AGM), your details are only entered onto the database the following day - hence, no library cards! 

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON
MONTHLY MEETINGS
These are held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands. 

Entry is R10 for members and R20 for guests, including tea, coffee and biscuits. (Please take note of new 2010 entrance fees)
The library will be open to all paid-up members from 6 to 6.45pm before meetings, so be sure to arrive a little early; SASA has a good collection of art-related books and DVD’s, with new books added each month! For all library-related queries or renewals kindly contact Liz Pearson 021 671 8941 or lizp@iafrica.com or Jean Grapes on 021 686 9372. 
Thursday the 25th of February at 7.00pm: SASA’s AGM and Drawing Competition

The SASA Annual General Meeting will commence the evening’s programme at 7pm. Some of our Council members are stepping down this year, so we invite any interested members to consider making themselves available to join the Council. If you are interested, please approach a Council member to be considered for nomination on the evening.

The Annual SASA Drawing Competition will follow the AGM. Please note that the rules have had to be im-proved in recent years, in order to avoid confusion and to emphasise the spirit of the competition, i.e., the emphasis upon the technique of drawing. The theme for this competition is “Flotsam & Jetsam”, and partici-pating artists should be inspired by this theme, though the phrase may be interpreted in any way you choose.
· All works should be new, recent works that are appropriate to the theme. 

· There will only be one category for entries, with prizes awarded to the top three chosen works.

· Only members present on the evening are eligible to vote.

· All fully paid-up members present on the evening are allowed to submit one entry.  

· Please ensure that your work is suitably mounted, or, if presented in a sketchbook, please provide bulldog clips to open the book to the appropriate page and a firm support in order to prop up the page for viewing.

· The competition is a monochrome (Single-colour) drawing competition. Therefore, only drawing techniques are permitted, using one drawing medium in any one colour. For example, charcoal on paper or support (an unpainted surface). Other drawing media may be used, such as either pencil, graphite, conté or pen.

· No work containing brushwork or solvents will be allowed. (For example, watercolours or pastel diluted with turpentine are not permitted.)

· Printmaking is ineligible in this competition, although the preparatory sketches on which it is based are welcome.
· Please observe the spirit of the competition and abide by the above guidelines
· Please remember when working from source material (such as photographs), that these must be your own, or those to which you own the copyright by express written permission (which you must declare upfront). Images from magazines, newspapers and other artists’ work (this includes photographs, and indeed any sculpture work, no matter into which art medium it is copied) are all automatically protected by intellectual property law (even if the copyright symbol is not apparent) and are subject to copyright protection.
·  Please take note of this now, so as not to be disappointed on the evening.
Thursday the 25th of March at 7.00pm:

Fiona Gawronsky and Di Ackerman, both of whom are SASA members, attended the UCT Graduate School of Business 13- week course that we advertised last year. The course was held between August and November of 2009 entitled “Business Acumen for Artists”. Fiona will be presenting a report-back for those of us who could not attend, or are interested in gaining insight into business savvy for artists of all kinds - to become more self-sustaining through business skills. Di Ackerman will also be present, and has offered to assist by fielding any questions over coffee, at the end of the meeting. If you know of anyone who could add to the evening’s informative agenda on selling and marketing art, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with Linda Howe- Ely, our secretary.

SASA EXHIBITIONS
Merit Exhibition 2010 

42 Artists, who each achieved a total score of 25 and above in the Annual Exhibition Selection 2009, have been invited to take part in SASA’s prestigious Merit Exhibition. The exhibition will be held at the Sanlam Hall in the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens and, will open on the 20th of March. Those artists eligible to take part have been notified. Any queries can be directed to Linda Howe-Ely.

Members’ Exhibition 2010

We have finalised the dates for the Members’ Exhibition 2010, which will be taking place from the 29th of May to the 6th of June 2010. All members are permitted to show their single best work, of their own selection, on this exhibition. We anticipate that there may be a greater deal of interest than usual, with the expected flood of World Cup tourists, so we encourage all members to start painting and be sure to enter!

OUTINGS
Please bring your own, lunch, tea, easel, chair, sunhat, etc. No dogs please!

Saturday 27th February. 8.30am – 3.00pm, Chart Farm, 
There are beautiful views of Constantia, the vineyards and mountains, not to mention the roses. Do try and come early as the heat increases and the light is very harsh round midday. There is a very affordable restaurant for lunch, which also serves tea and coffee.
Directions: Coming down the M3 towards Muizenberg take the Wynberg/Trovato off-ramp, turn right into Klaassens Road to Wynberg Park, pass underneath the M3, immediately turn left at the sign to Chart Farm. We are requested not to fill their parking lot so please park in the shade under the pine trees before the public parking. Convenor: Patricia Fraser. Should members have doubts about the weather, please phone Patricia on the morning on 083 236 7933. For other queries call Patricia on her landline (021) 683 2387 or e-mail her at pfraser@iafrica.com
JUDY WHEELER’S CLASSES IN FISH HOEK Judy Wheeler is offering classes in Fish Hoek in drawing, painting and mixed media, catering for all levels of experience, including beginners. Join a small group from 9am to 1pm on Monday or Tuesday mornings for R120 per lesson. Please phone her on 021-7828755 for more information.
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP
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info@italianartshop.co.za
Tel 021 685 1877
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town
www.italianartshop.co.za
	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP
Classico Oils
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Review from Richmond, TX.
These are my very favorite paints. They are juicy and the colors are vivid - easy to mix and fun to paint with. Plus the price is right!

http://www.texasart.com/store/review_
Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage irrespective of size of order.


Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody
This is a little story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it.

Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.

Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody's job.

Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't do it.

It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.[image: image7.png]
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Patrons: Alice Goldin, Sam Nhlengethwa, Conrad Theys








Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@vitalitybroadband.co.za    





Treasurer:  9.00am – 4.30pm


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN BRIEF 


Thursday 18th February at 09.30am:  	 Council Meeting at the Athenaeum


Thursday 25th February at 7.00pm:    	 Monthly Meeting: SASA AGM and Drawing Competition at the Athenaeum


 Saturday 27 February:                        	Painting outing to Chart Farm


Thursday 25 March at 7.00pm:          	 Monthly Meeting at the Athenaeum
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