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“The first and last task required of genius is the love of truth.”

Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Our membership has grown at a very healthy rate this year and this has become evident, both in our monthly meetings, and as we saw on Saturday, our exhibitions as well! We were very privileged to be given a demonstration in watercolour by the masterful Richard Rennie at our August monthly meeting. He was most approachable, entertaining and fascinating to watch at work! Many went away with more than they had anticipated, having purchased some of his beautiful paintings, and many of our members were lucky enough to join him on a weekend workshop following the demo. We are aware of the difficulty many of those who attended experienced in viewing the progress of the demonstration, with a much larger crowd present than ever before, and we are currently investigating possible solutions. Fortunately, in September, our guest speaker, Margot Hattingh, will be presenting a talk, illustrated with slides, and we would love to have as many of our members attend as possible!

I thank all of the 167 artists that took part in our Selection Day for your participation, patience and good humour. We received 486 works on the day, of which 229 were selected to the Annual Exhibition, the maximum that the venue can accommodate. This was surely a daunting task for our three judges, who worked tirelessly and with great care. Hayden Proud (retained from 2007) is the curator of Historical Art (Painting and Sculpture) at Iziko Museums, SANG and the Michaelis Collection; as well as an author, editor, and lecturer in Fine Art. David Zetler is the gallery owner of the renowned Hout Street Gallery in Paarl, as well as an artist in his own right. Ashley Bestbier (who paints professionally under her name Ogilvy) originally trained as a graphic designer, is currently a teacher of Fine Art and is also an artist of note, having been included in the De Beer’s Collection, exhibited at numerous local and international galleries, and studied under many notable world-renowned art teachers. All three selectors commented on the very high standard of the work presented to them, and hold the society in very high regard. I am confident in the selection results, the judges having done their utmost to judge fairly, consistently and without prejudice. I am sure you will all agree, when the exhibition is opened, that the society has outdone itself yet again, and each work is a winner in its own right! 
The Prize for Best Oil went to Christine Cherry-Jones, with The Red Studio, and the following works were highly commended; Lynn Brown’s Porcelain Moment, Heather Mockridge with Ladies Lunching, Sue Kidd’s Deliver us from Evil, Nola Muller with The Barn, Laura Wenman with Julia’s Jacket and Christine Cherry-Jones, with Three Men in Love. Also commended were Margie Johnson’s Porcelain Pears, Angeline Lea’s Lewis – Woodstock, and John Robert with Camel Thorn Tree, Kalahari.
The Prize for Best Watercolour went to Penny Steynor, with Morning Mist, while Ray Potter’s Pumpkin and Corrugated Iron was highly commended, and the following artists received commendations; Beth Lowe for Feeding Frenzy, Helene Swart with Agapanthus, and Molly Vincent with her work, Field Poppies.
The Best Acrylic Prize went to Bill Brown, with his painting, entitled, Bokaap. Highly commended was Gareth Hickling, with Visitation. Also commended were Daniel Mathews, with Welcome to the Red Cross Children’s Hospital, and Di Ackerman, with Quietude (St. Etienne du-Mont).

For Best Mixed Media, Marion Cross with Raining Flowers and commended were Mary-Ann Nuis with Desert Battle (A Monoprint), as well as Gareth Hickling, with Sharman Figure. The Best Pastel Prize went to Charles van der Merwe, with Café – St. Germain, and his work Anje was also highly commended. The Best Drawing Prize went to Solly Gutman with his scraperboard artwork of District Six, cnr. Hanover and Tennant Streets. Sue Meershoek’s sculpture, ‘Mother Africa’ was highly commended.

Congratulations to all of the above, as well as to every member that participated! Each decision was a very difficult one for our panel, but every award is truly well-earned. My deepest thanks go to all the members that volunteered their time, energy and expertise in helping to make the Selection Day run as smoothly and successfully as it did. Those who have assisted us in the past will know of the huge demands that organising an event such as this one involves, and can fully appreciate the huge contribution that these helpers offered our society. Owing to the ever-increasing production of our members, we will be looking at a bigger and better venue for future years, and hopefully we will avoid some of the inconveniences, such as stairs and inadequate parking, that we had to endure on Saturday! I hope that everyone has been encouraged to pursue their own art making with renewed enthusiasm and vigour for the Spring!

                                                                                                                                                                    Lynn Brown
LETTER FROM NEW YORK PART 2  (continued from Aug Newsletter)
The most obvious art in New York is the plethora of tattoos on arms, legs, backs, chests, necks and heads on many men, women and others.  An entire landscape came towards me, tattooed on a woman's chest, a very large chest!  Many are intricate works of art and others are hideous, cheap and nasty. In an empty store window downstairs, a performance artist arranged a setting, all in red and white checks -called " Red and White Life".  Yes, in the same venue as the one in which the 'artist' took off her red brooks during her 'performance' last year. I witnessed the 3 women 'artists' dressed in red and white checks making silly gestures with red and white checked books. No, don't ask me, it made no sense whatsoever.

From the utterly ridiculous to the exquisitely sublime - At the Metropolitan Museum of Art - a selection of landscapes by American artists - average size 3.5 x 5.metres.  Majestic scenes intricately painted in great detail in oils between 1840 and 1860. Also at the Met, a new installation of a painted mural mounted in one continuous scene around the walls of a room 3.5 metres high and 50 meters in circumference. It depicts the palace and gardens of Versailles, and the perspective is so well rendered that one feels as if one is strolling in the gardens amongst the ornamental ponds and statues, with the lavishly dressed Parisians.


Jeff Koons, an American artist known internationally for his controversial and intriguing contributions to contemporary art, featured three large-scale and brilliantly coloured stainless steel works comprising Balloon Dog - standing more than 10 ft tall based on balloons twisted into the shape of a toy dog, Colouring Book bigger and Sacred Heart - even bigger. They are presented in the dramatic setting of the Roof Garden, with its views of Central Park and the Manhattan skyline. It would take at least a week to enjoy all the treasures that the Met has to offer.

I was eager to see Dali: Painting and Film and Kirchner and the Berlin Scene at the Museum of Modern Art, but when I got there, the foyer was jam-packed with visitors - the queue seemed endless and the fee was $16 (R125) for seniors. Eish! All very off-putting, so I took the advice of a woman I'd just met on the bus after leaving the Planetarium.  While telling me her life story she told me that she had been a writer for a local paper, and I told her I was writing an article for our art society.   She then told me that I could go to the press desk of any museum and ask for information regarding the exhibitions I was interested in.  In desperation I took her advice, flashed my SASA membership card and not only received beautifully presented press kits, full of information and pictures, they also gave me a free pass!

Salvador Dali's (Spanish, 1904 - 1989) exhibition comprised six galleries, most of which included very large projections of films on screens measuring 10ft high by 13 feet wide.  The 12 projections were presented alongside more than 130 paintings, drawings, scenarios, letters and ephemera pertaining to the films shown.   What intrigued me was his collaboration with the Marx Brothers (my contemporaries will know who I mean).  Dali associated their combination of humour and mayhem with his own practice as a Surrealist.  He particularly like Harpo and sent him a harp strung with barbed wire as a gift.  Harpo went along with the gag and sent him a photo of himself playing the harp with all his fingers wrapped in bandages.  The photo was also on the exhibition. "By the beginning of the 1940's, Dali's name had become synonymous with Surrealism in the US, through exhibitions, publicity, and his own eccentric showmanship"

Berlin, 1913-1915.  Ernest Ludwig Kirchner, with a probing creative process, executed a series of paintings known as the Berlin Street Scenes. These works proved an indelible metaphor for big-city life.  Kirchner made the unusual choice of the prostitute as his primary symbol.  The marginal characters inhabiting his canvasses might have something in common with those of Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec, who famously documented the nightlife of Montmartre in the 1890's. Kirchner painted in splintered spontaneous brushstrokes that created jagged forms and expressed an immediacy that approximated the stimulating yet hectic urban environment.  "His vivid pinks and reds were enticing but acidic greens and caustic yellows gave an unhealthy pallor to all they touch and betray an air of decadence to his figures.  In sketchbook studies, Kirchner responded to the world around him with what he called the 'ecstasy of first sight,' giving rise to forms he deemed 'hieroglyphs' for the way they functioned as two-dimensional equivalents of his feelings. In addition to the Berlin Street Scenes, 60 works on paper - in pastel, ink, charcoal, drawings and sketchbooks were included. Both exhibitions were spectacularly mounted and displayed.

"Measuring Your Own Grave"  - Cheerful sounding name isn't it!  That's the name of onse Marlene Dumas' exhibition, on at the moment at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles and moving to the MoMA in New York from Dec to Feb.  Google her name and you'll get a preview.  Dali and Kirchner pictures and photos will be on the notice board at the next monthly meeting. The press kits will be in the library.


Hope you enjoy them.

                                                                                                                                                                    Fula Paxinos

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members this month: Josephine Andersen, Ruth Brunskill, Heather Davies, Evyan Ingram, Susan Martins, Rhoda Moore, Nora Newton, Judy Thomas and Hugo Truter. Welcome back to Kay Kreft.

NOTICES

Pam Cox has a French easel for sale, hardly used. Price R400. You can contact her on 021 686 7225.

ACCOLADES

Christine Cherry-Jones, Jessie Colman, Ros Molteno and Wyn Rossouw all had work accepted for the VULEKA exhibition at the Arts Association of Bellville, at the Bellville Library Centre, Carel van Aswegen St. The exhibition will run until 24 September, and is open from 9am – 8pm Monday to Thursday, 9am - 6pm Friday, and 9am -1pm on Saturday. For any more info please phone the Association on 021 918 2301.

Wendy du Plessis has participated, together with around 180 other equine artists from around the world, in a mural mosaic for the International Collaborative Equine Mural Masterpiece.  This mosaic depicts horses and she has painted her concept onto the panel of 16” x 16”, no. 89, depicting an indigenous Basuto pony, together with its rider. The mural was unveiled in Toronto on 2 September, and you can find out more at www.muralmosaic.com. 

SASA PROGRAMME:  WHAT’S ON

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Thursday 25 September at 7.00pm: Margot Hattingh, one of our members and a successful professional artist, will be giving us an illustrated talk on the subject of Art as Metaphor and Meaning. She will be explaining the methods and techniques of her artworks as well as the meanings behind her works. This promises to be an inspiring evening, and all members are encouraged to attend! Find out more about Margot on www.margothattingh.com 
Margot has work on show at the Cape Gallery in Church St, Cape Town, until 13 September.

Held at the Athenaeum, Boundary Terraces, off Campground Road, Newlands. 

Entry is R5 for members and R15 for guests, which includes tea. 

The library will be open from 6.00 till 6.45pm. 

Library queries & renewals: Angela van Rensburg: Contact 021 782 5665 or angelavr@icon.co.za. Jean Grapes 021 686 9372.

Please note: Members are welcome to return an item through another member & collect their library cards from the librarians at the next meeting they attend.

Thursday 30 October at 7.00pm: LANDSCAPE AND LIFE COMPETITION 

This competition is free and open to all members.  Members present on the day of the competition shall vote for the winner. Guests and non-members are welcome to attend and enjoy the evening, but are not permitted to participate in the voting procedure.

The rules are as follows:
· Only paid-up members and honorary members may participate, and artists wishing to participate must be present at the competition.
· One entry per member.

· Work may be in any medium.

· Works do not have to be framed.

· Work may not be copied from any publication or photographs (Unless the artist owns the copyright of the image).

· Work cannot be submitted if it has been done in a class convened by an art teacher, nor if it has been previously entered in any SASA competition or exhibition.

· Work submitted must be the original hand-made work and cannot be a photographic or electronic reproduction.

· Work entered may be submitted for selection to a future exhibition of SASA.

Artists will also have the opportunity after the competition to receive an informal crit and feedback from two experienced artists on hand. These sessions have been met with great success in the past, and all artists are urged to make use of this wonderful opportunity!
EXHIBITIONS

SASA’S Annual Exhibition (4th to 10th October 2008) 

The opening will be held at 12 noon on Saturday 4 October, and will be opened by Virginia MacKenny, senior lecturer in painting at the Michaelis School of Fine Art, UCT. The exhibition will close on Friday 10 October. Please will all participating artists remember to bring along a plate of eats with them to the opening.
Kirstenbosch Biennale 2008 (10 –24 September)
An exhibition of botanical fine art will be on display at the Old Mutual Conference Centre, Visitors Centre, Kirstenbosch. The South African Chelsea Flower Show exhibit will also be on display. The exhibition is open between 9.00am & 5.00pm daily, and entry is free. Karen Stewart, the curator, has organised several interesting events to coincide with the exhibition. See the website www.sanbi.org for more information on the free talks, walks and workshops by famous artists and botanists that are available. 

An Exhibition of Rodin’s Sculpture, as well as a wonderful collection of South African art, is available to view at the Rupert Museum, Stellentia Avenue, at the end of Dorp Street in Stellenbosch.  Tel 021 888 3344.
Lindhaven Studio Gallery, 

The gallery will be open for viewing and sales of Plein Air paintings on Saturday 27 September, 9.30am - 5pm at 133 Zwaanswyk Road, Tokai.  Refreshments will be served. Contact June Hyman on 021 712 5137 or 082 6699 697 or juneh@worldonline.co.za  

Stellenbosch Arts Association 

An exhibition of members’ works will be available at the US Gallery, on the corner of Dorp and Bird Streets, Stellenbosch until the 11 September 2008. There are approximately 160 pieces on show in a wide variety of styles and mediums. Amongst these are the works of five SASA members – namely Karin Atherstone, Brenda English, Minnie Gerber, Marion Langton and Diane White. 

Artists of the South 

The Monthly Exhibition will be held at the Simon’s Town Library Hall, opposite the Police Station. They offer a diverse selection of affordable artwork available every second weekend of the month. You are invited for wine and snacks at 12 midday on Saturday 13 September. They will be open on Friday, September 12th: 10am–5pm. Saturday and Sunday 13th & 14th: 9am–5pm.   
Regular exhibitors include Loretta Carter, Ann Buckby, Estelle Byrne, Pauline Fine, Peter Jander, Judy Wheeler and Annemarie Renaud. The Guest Artists for September are Donald Barnett, Anthony Hardy, Peter Nicolle, Claire Ross, Ray Potter and George and Venitia Eglington. Enquiries to Loretta Carter on 021 786 3887.
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Tel 021-6851877

info@italianartshop.co.za
3 Weltevreden Ave, Rondebosch, Cape Town

www.italianartshop.co.za

	The ITALIAN ARTSHOP

NEW IN STOCK-

Wonderful full length Sennelier artist aprons. A must have and a wonderful gift idea!

Our new stock of pocket kolinsky brushes has finally arrived!! Retractable, top quality brushes for the travelling watercolourist-another perfect gift idea!

Mail order our speciality: R21.50 postage irrespective of size of order.



It has been fun meeting lots of new faces with our Winter Special attracting new customers.   Now that Spring is with us it is time to sort out all your pictures and with the Exhibition just around the corner we hope to see you all again soon.  Don’t forget we always offer a 15% Discount to artists framing their own work.  Our prices are very competitive and all our Consultants are highly qualified to give you excellent advice.
Please visit us at any one of our Branches
    The Factory Shop – Ottery:  021 762 6563

         Blue Route Mall – Tokai:  021 712 3325

                Milnerton – Stodels:  021 555 3806

 Cape Town - Roeland Street:  021 465 6430


“The artist does not draw what he sees, but what he has to make others see.”

Edgar Degas
Secretary: Linda Howe-Ely


8 Coronation Avenue


PLUMSTEAD 7800 


Tel:  021 797 2601


Email: lindahe@discoverymail.co.za    





Treasurer


Mike Daubermann


30 Princess Vlei Road


PLUMSTEAD 7800


Tel/Fax: 021 761 2060


Email: hoags@mweb.co.za 
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President:  Lynn Brown


Tel: 021 531 5664 lynnbrown@telkomsa.net
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Patrons: Alice Goldin, Sam Nhlengethwa, Conrad Theys
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EVENTS IN BRIEF


Thursday September 25 at 7.00pm: Margot Hattingh on Art as Metaphor and Meaning


Friday October 3: Hanging of Annual Exhibition 


Saturday 4 October at 12noon: Opening of SASA’s Annual Exhibition by Virginia MacKenny


Thursday 30 October at 7.00pm: Landscape and Life Competition                                                               N.B. MORE INFO on PAGE 3
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PAYMENTS TO SASA:  Cheques should be made out to SA Society of Artists and unless otherwise specified posted to Mike Daubermann, 30 Princess Vlei Road, Plumstead. Prefer to pay by direct deposit?  - Deposit the amount into S A Society of Artists Cheque A/c, Nedbank Constantia Branch 1088006981 – Branch code 101109. Please fax or  post a copy of the deposit slip, or email the date and amount to Mike (Tel 021 761 2060) email: hoags@mweb.co.za  Make sure he has your name, phone no and what you are paying for!  
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